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The month of August provides us with many significant events in the war that changed the 
lives of our Pennsylvania "Boys in Blue" and the residents of Pennsylvania. I would like to 
highlight two events with a direct impact. 
 
On July 21, 1861, the Union Army suffered a sobering defeat at the First Battle of Bull Run. 
Before that day, many believed the conflict would be short-lived, ending in a decisive Union 
victory, a swift march to Richmond, and the reunification of the nation. The battle made 
clear that the war would demand far greater sacrifice. During the fighting, the 27th 
Pennsylvania Infantry was held in reserve near Centreville and helped protect the Union 
Army during its retreat from Henry Hill. The regiment recorded nine casualties: two officers 
and seven enlisted men. In the aftermath, President Lincoln called for more volunteers, 
and more than 15,000 Pennsylvanians answered. Their response demonstrated our 
ancestors’ deep commitment to the preservation of the Union. 
 
In August 1863, one month after the Battle of Gettysburg, the civilians of Gettysburg 
continued to demonstrate their patriotism through service and sacrifice. In the immediate 
aftermath of the battle, many residents opened their homes, churches, and barns to help 
the Army care for wounded Union soldiers. By August, most of the injured had been moved 
to Camp Letterman. Local women made the two-mile trip from town each day to serve as 
nurses, bring food to the wounded, and offer comfort to soldiers far from home. Meanwhile, 
the men of Gettysburg assisted in transferring fallen soldiers from hastily dug battlefield 
graves to more suitable resting places, honoring those who had given their lives while the 
Army continued its pursuit of the Army of Northern Virginia. 
 
 
Together, these moments remind us that the weight of the Civil War was carried not only by 
the men on the front lines, but by the communities that sustained them. From the 15,000 
volunteers who stepped forward in the wake of defeat to the local women and men who 
tended to the broken after victory, Pennsylvania answered the call of duty with profound 
resolve. Their legacy lives on in the very fabric of our Commonwealth and the nation. 
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In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty 
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