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NEW SUVCW CADET (FORMER ROTC) AWARD PROCESS

1. Welcome to 2025! | appreciate the support you have given me, our department, and your
camps as we worked our way through 2024. Let’'s keep moving forward in 2025!

2.The Cadet Award, formerly called the ROTC Award, is one of the Order’s primary philanthropic
youth outreach programs, alongside Eagle Scout recognition. Both programs have been, and
continue to be, a great opportunity for camps to engage youth with the enduring legacy of the
Boys in Blue who saved the United States between 1861-1865.

3. The program name was changed to reflect expansion beyond ROTC/JROTC units to include
presentation to Civil Air Patrol, US Naval Sea Cadet Corps (not Sea Cadets under Scouting
USA), and Young Marines youth participants.

4. Previously, ROTC/JROTC unit leadership could submit the application (Form 7) directly to
SUVCW and have the award package (certificate, medal, and ribbon) mailed to the unit at no
cost, bypassing any camp or dept contact. The Form 7 can be found at:

https://suvcw.org/sites/default/files/2024-10/form-7-rotc-award-application-10-22-2024 .pdf

NOTE: This current Form 7 (Revised 08/2024), which must be used, still reads “R.O.T.C. Award”
despite reading “Cadet Award” in the Sponsor Costs section.

The form still states, “Awards will be shipped to the address listed at the top of the form.” This is
incorrect as the award package can no longer be shipped directly to the cadet unit but must be
sent to a SUVCW camp or department because the certificate requires a Brother’s signature.
Unfortunately, updating SUVCW forms is a slow process.

| found out about this critical application processing change only because it is mentioned on
page 10 of The Banner, Autumn, 2024 issue, under POST CofA MEETING, which reads:

“‘ROTC medal must be ordered thru a Camp or Department, not by or delivered directly to the
school. The Camp or Dept coordinator [me for the PA Dept] may order multiple at a time.”

5. For clarification, | have spoken twice (Nov & Dec) directly with the Cadet Award program
manager, Brother Ken Jacobsen, about the change. My primary concern was, and remains, that
camps and departments have not budgeted to cover shipping for what could be many award




packages (individual cadet units may only apply for one free award package per year). There
are scores of eligible cadet units in PA! Form 7s must be complete before submitting to SUVCW.

6. Many of our camps have previously been active with presenting the ROTC/Cadet Award. If
your camp has done so, please continue to work with those cadet organization contacts so we
continue to build those relationships. I’'m not trying to interfere, only clarify/streamline.

7. By mid-January, | will again send an e-blast (as | have for the past three years) to all eligible
cadet units in the Commonwealth highlighting the new procedure and will include camp contact
email addresses (necessary for e-communications), using my recommended camp/dept areas
of responsibility (AOR) below. Unfortunately, our PA Dept camps are not evenly distributed
geographically, so some counties will be covered by the PA Dept while other counties may have
multiple camps as contacts. Additionally, not all PA counties have eligible cadet units.

8. Nonetheless, to streamline contact with cadet units, my recommended camp Areas of
Responsibility (AOR) follow (PA counties with an * are shared between two or more camps, so
please work with each other to cover these counties and coordinate with cadet units):

PA Department — Cameron, Clarion, Clearfield, Elk, Forest, Fulton, Jefferson, McKean, Mifflin,
Potter, Warren

Davis % — Allegheny, Beaver, Butler*

Anna M. Ross 1 — Philadelphia*

Seven Shays 7 — Berks*, Lebanon

Lt Ezra S. Griffin 8 — Lackawanna, Luzerne, Monroe*, Pike, Susquehanna*, Wayne, Wyoming*
Col Jacob M. Campbell 14 — Cambria, Indiana*

Gen John F. Hartranft 15 — Dauphin

Gen George H. Thomas 19 — Lancaster

Capt Edgar M. Ruhl 33 — York

Gen James A. Garfield 34 — Schuyilkill

John T. Crawford 43 — Armstrong, Butler*, Indiana*

Capt Theodore H. Howell 48 — None until removed from suspension
Capt J. P. Brindle 50 — Cumberland, Juniata, Perry

Col James E. Crowther 89 — Blair, Centre, Huntingdon
Baker-Fisher 101 — Bucks, Montgomery, Philadelphia*®

Gettysburg 112 — Adams, Franklin



Washington 120 — Greene, Washington

Pvt Silas Gore 141 — Bradford, Sullivan, Susquehanna*, Tioga, Wyoming*

Sgt Jones Bradbury 149 — Chester, Delaware

Joel Searfoss 273 — Carbon, Lehigh, Monroe*, Northampton

Capt George A. Cribbs 276 — Westmoreland

Memorial 300 — N/A

Mount Union Church 502 — Bedford, Fayette, Somerset

Gen J.P.S. Gobin 503 — Columbia, Montour, Northumberland, Snyder, Union

Isaac Eaton 504 — Butler*, Crawford, Erie, Lawrence, Mercer, Venango

George W. Mears 505 — Clinton, Lycoming

9. The AORs are not set in stone, only recommendations. If you have a Brother living in an
outlying county away from your recommended AOR who is willing to support the program by
presenting an award, please do so after coordinating with the camp/dept who has that county

AOR. Like everything else we do, communication among all parties is essential for success.

10. Except for established relationships between camps and cadet units, the cadet units should
be the ones to initially reach out to camps via email. Camps should not have that full burden.

11. While the Form 7 remains a work in progress, the current form (dated 08/2024) must be
used. If your camp does NOT desire to participate, forward received e-requests to me for action.

12. | plan to recommend to the 2025 PA Dept Encampment to authorize a budget line item of up
to $200 for the dept to pay for mailing award packages to cadet units in 2025-2026. Camps
should also plan accordingly. This year may be a challenge. Thanks for your understanding.

SO ORDERED IN FRATERNITY, CHARITY AND LOYALTY

William E. Fischer, Jr., PCC
Commander

ATTEST:

Rob Koenigsberg, PCC
Secretary



