Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Pennsylvania Department
Office of the Department Commander
403 Grand Circle, Scranton PA 18505-2870
wefjr.suvew@gmail.com

DEPARTMENT ORDER 14 10 October 2024
- SERIES 2024-2025

PROPER SUVCW BADGE WEAR

1. Badge/medal wear, whether it be in the military, a veterans’ group, or in a fraternal/lineal
society such as the SUVCW, is an encapsulation of one’s service to that organization, and is
typically highly regulated.

2. During my three months as your PA Dept Comdr, | have been pleased to travel the
Commonwealth to participate in many camp activities, renew friendships/acquaintances, and
meet new Brothers. Unfortunately, during camp events I've twice witnessed the improper wear
of the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) Member Badge. Such wear is controlled by SUVCW
Regulations, which state:

Chapter V, Article VI, Section 7.

Badges, ribbons and medals of the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) may not be worn by a
Brother of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War unless that Brother is actively
involved in a first person portrayal [my emphasis] of a member of the Grand Army of the
Republic at the time the badge is being worn.

3. Both PA Dept Brothers who wore the GAR Badge to SUVCW events wore it as a means to
honor his ancestors or those who served in the Civil War. That is a laudable attitude. However,
both were initially unaware that doing so is contrary to SUVCW Regulations, with neither being
“actively involved in a first person portrayal” of a GAR member while wearing the GAR badge.

4. The GAR Member Badge was issued strictly to members of the GAR. No regular SVISUVCW
member was ever in the GAR nor, from the creation of our Order, authorized to wear the GAR
Member Badge regardless of whether a father, grandfather, uncle, or older brother was a
member of the GAR. The GAR died with Albert Woolson in 1956 and so did wear of the GAR
Member Badge.

5 |f Brothers are so inclined to wear the GAR Member Badge, they are welcome to do so at any
time EXCEPT during SUVCW meetings, events, or activities, or when representing the SUVCW.

6. “First person portrayal” is not defined in SUVCW Regulations because it is already clearly
defined/understood by the interpretation/education community. First person portrayal means
being in character and acting/responding in time-appropriate language and context using “l/\We”
language.



For example, a GAR member in the late 1880s (or an SUVCW Brother in first person portrayal
as such) could not discuss the Spanish-American War, WWI, WWII, or anything else that
occurred after the era defined by the first person portrayal. The GAR member of that period
would also either be wearing a GAR-approved uniform (which it established at least by 1884, if
not earlier) or an era-appropriate suit or clothing, and not a Civil War Army/Navy uniform. In first
person, the presenter completely takes on the persona while second/third person interpretation
is less restrictive, which are prohibited by SUVCW Regs for GAR Badge wear by Brothers.

7. Afew useful explanations of first person portrayal/interpretation can be found at:

https://www.txcwcivilian.org/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/first person.pdf

https://historyboots.wordpress.com/201 3/08/31/first-person-versus-third-person-interpretation/

8. And since this D.O. is addressing badge wearr, let's briefly review basic SUVCW badge wear.
A full accounting can be found at:

https://suvcw.org/charter-constitution-and-regulation

Chapter V, Article VI Badges and Medals
(begins on p.139 of SUVCW Regulations (2023b edition)

and | highly recommend all Brothers review this section (as well as read through the Regs).
The bare essentials of what you should know are found in Section 5 (p.144-146), which states:
“The order of precedence for badges defined in this Article shall be:”

Group A — Membership/Associate Badge [excerpt]: “In the alternative, the Brother may wear
the badge of office for which he currently occupies from the list in Group A. Brothers may not
wear more than one badge from this group at any one time.” For example, one cannot wear
both the Camp Comdr Badge and the Member/Associate Badge at the same time.

Group B — Past Honors [excerpt]: “The Brother may choose to wear only a Group B badge,
without wearing at the same time a Group A badge and as such, badges from Group B are
considered a ‘Badge of the Order’. Brothers may not wear more than one badge from this group
at the same time.” For example, one may wear the Past Camp Comdr Badge alone or along
with one’s Member/Associate Badge, since the Member/Associate Badge is a Group A Badge.

Group C - War Medal/Military Service Medal [excerpt]: “When worn, the [medal] must be
accompanied by a Group A or Group B Badge of the Order.” And only the War Medal or the
Military Service Medal may be worn at a time, not both.

Group D - SVR, Current Nat’l/Dept Encampment badges and other temporary badges
authorized as official badges [excerpt]: “When worn, a Group D badge must be accompanied
by a Group A or Group B Badge of the Order.”



9. I've attached a “Guide to Wearing SUVCW Badges” (created for me by a non-PA Dept
Brother) as it is a clear, concise, and easy reference tool for Brothers. | recommend that you
save this guide for future reference. I've used a similar one for more than a decade.

10. Proper badge wear should be a point of pride for all Brothers and provides a “uniform” view
among Brothers when in public. Don't hesitate to explain your badges when people ask. Also,
offer additional information about the SUVCW, especially that we are not a reenactment
organization and that men without lineal descent from an honorably discharged Civil War
veteran can join and serve in all offices at the camp and dept levels.

Such community engagement is crucial to grow our Order and honor our Boys in Blue. Be proud
to belong to your Order, and one way to do so is to wear your badges properly and proudly!

SO ORDERED IN FRATERNITY, CHARITY AND LOYALTY

William E. Fischer, Jr.. PCC
Commander

ATTEST:

Rob Koenigsberg, PCC
Secretary



Groups A, B, C, and D Badges are to be worn on the LEFT side, except
that a Class D National or Department Encampment Badge will be worn
on the RIGHT side during the actual Encampment. After the
encampment, the badge is worn on the left until the next encampment.

NATIONAL & DEPARTMENT
ENCAMPMENT BADGES
(during encampments)

GROUPS A B,C,8D BADGES

NEVER WEAR THE FOLLOWING

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC BADGES
Badges, ribbons, and medals of the Grand Army of the
Republic may not be worn by a Brother of the Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War unless that Brother is actively involved in
a first person portrayal of a member of the Grand Army of the
Republic at the time the badge is being worn. Reproduced miniature
versions of G.A.R. badges may be worn.

NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT
COMMEMORATIVE BADGES

National Encampment Commemorative Badges are usually sold
by the host department to help them recover the expenses of hosting
the National Encampment. These commemorative badges are NOT
badges of the Order and are not to be worn as SUVCW Badges.

Revised October 9, 2024

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT

GUIDE TO WEARING SUVCW BADGES
Badges and Medals are addressed in Chapter V, Article VI, National Regulations

GROUP A BADGES

Only one Group A badge may be worn at a time.
Membership Badge, Associate Badge, Junior Badge

7

Member Associate Junior

Member

Commander-in-Chief Badge [Note 1]
Department Commander Badge [Note 1]
Camp Commander Badge [Note 1]
National Officer Badge [Note 2]
Department Officer Badge [Note 3]

. S—

b L " 3
Commander-in- Department Elected National Department
Chief Commander Commander Officer Officer

Note 1: In order to wear a commander badge the brother must currently hold the office.

Note 2: The brother must currently be a National elected office or have served to the end of the term of office
for a National elected office.

Note 3: The brother must currently hold a Department elected office or have been awarded “Emeritus” status
by the Department.
FOLLOWING ITEMS MAY BE WORN ON GROUP A BADGES

1 GOLD STAR (Brothers awarded National Meritorious Service Award with Gold Star, only)

LIFE MEMBER BAR (Life Members, only)

YEARS OF SERVICE NUMERALS (For 10 or more years of continuous years of membership. The

years of service numerals are available beginning with 10, and in increments of 5 years, thereafier.)
MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY GRADUATE PIN (Graduates of the SUVCW Memorial University

may wear their Memorial University pin on the ribbon of the badge.)
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GROUP B BADGES

A brother may only wear one Group B badge at a time.

The Group B badge is also considered a “badge of the order,” and may be worn with or without wearing a
Group A badge. A brother may not wear more than one badge from this group at the same time.

Past Commander-in-Chief Badge
Past Department Commander Badge
Past Camp Commander Badge

Past Past Past Camp
Commander- Department Commander
in-Chief Commander
GROUP C BADGES

Only one Group C badge may be worn at a time.

When worn, the War Medal or Military Service Medal must be accompanied by a Group A or Group B Badge.
A brother cannot wear both the War Medal and the Military Service Medal at the same time.

.

War Medal [Note 4]
Military Service Medal

War Medal Z__;m.é
Service
Medal

Note 4: A device identifying the period of service shall be worn on the War Medal.
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GROUP D BADGES
Group D badges are worn on the left side with the Groups, A, B, and C badges. During a
National or Department Encampment, the National or Department Encampment badge

will be worn on the right side.
When worn, a Group D Badge must be accompanied by a Group 4 or Group B Badge.

Sons of Veterans Reserve Badge [For current Sons of Veterans Reserve members only.]
Current National Encampment badges [Note 5]
Current Department Encampment badges [Note 6]

Sons of National Department
Veterans Encampment Encampment
Reserve (example) (example)

Note 5: Encampment badges are neither awards nor personal decorations, but in keeping with the traditions of
the Grand Army of the Republic, they may be worn to recognize participation in an event or activity. An
encampment badge may only be worn until the next equivalent encampment.

Note 6: If a department encampment badge was issued, a department encampment badge may only be worn
until the next equivalent encampment by those who attended the Department Encampment.
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