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PA Department Mourns “The Governor” 
 

The Dept lost a multi-generational link to the Order’s 

proud heritage with the passing of Brother David 

James Klinepeter, an 80-year SUVCW member. 

 

 

19 April 1926 - 

9 October 2023 

 

Details follow later in this newsletter. 

 

 

 

PA Department Holds Special Encampment 

 

DC DiFebo, with approval of the Dept Council, called 

a Special PA Dept Encampment on 7 Oct 2023, held at 

the National Civil War Museum in Harrisburg, to 

consider ratification of Membership Qualifications 

changes to the C, C & R that were approved at the 

National Encampment in Nashua NH, as codified in 

G.O. #2, 2023-2024 (10 Aug 2023). 

 

Those in attendance considered the changes and near-

unanimously voted them down. 

 

A Mid-Year meeting followed the encampment. 

 

Xxxxx  x 



 

Pennsylvania - An Award-Winning Department 

 

CinC Paquette presenting Davis/Linder Award (dept with most new 

members) to DC DiFebo, and the Meritorious Service Medal to 

Br. David Demmy, Jr., at 2022 Natl Encampment in MI. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the 2023 Natl Encampment in 

NH, the PA Dept again received 

the Under 40 Award (most new 

members under the age of 40) for 

2022-2023, having also received it 

for 2020-2021. CinC Frail 

presenting the award to SVC Bill 

Fischer, accepting for the dept. 

 

 
 

In Memoriam • 2022-2023 
 

Richard Cromer, Bridle Camp 50 

Hugh Boyle, Baker-Fisher Camp 101 

Dave Snyder, Anna M. Ross Camp 1 

Albert L. Farr, Jr., Baker-Fisher Cp 101 
 

The muffled drum's sad roll has beat 
The soldier's last tattoo; 

No more on Life's parade shall meet 
That brave and fallen few. 

 

 
 

UPCOMING 2024 EVENTS 

Feb 10, Lincoln Luncheon 

Packard House, Sunbury (TBD) 

Apr 6, Appomattox Luncheon 

Pittsburgh Area Location TBD 

Apr 13, Lincoln Tomb Observance 

Springfield IL 

May 18, A.P. Davis Remembrance 

Allegheny Cemetery, Pittsburgh PA 

May 30, Memorial Day  

Take time to honor our Boys in Blue 

Jun 27-30, PA Department Encampment 

Crowne Plaza, King of Prussia PA 

Aug 1-4, National Encampment 

Lexington KY 

 

David James Klinepeter Remembered 

As a teenager in 1943, David J. Klinepeter joined Maj 

Gen John F Hartranft Camp 15, Harrisburg, before he 

enlisted in the US Navy during War World II. 

 

Br. Dave was recruited by PDC John Runkle to join 

the Fife and Drum Corps. Later Runkle would become 

National Commander-in-Chief and lead the Corps to 

the last round up of the Grand Army of the Republic in 

1949, where Br. Dave met and listened to Albert 

Woolson, a Civil War drummer boy, play the drums 

one more time. Woolson was the last living member of 

the GAR, dying in 1956. 

 

In 2014 Br. Dave was awarded the SUVCW 

Meritorious Service Award. Among his many 

achievements and cherished awards was the 2018 

Elmer Atkinson Life Time Award. Br, Dave was one 

of the first Camp 15members to become a National 

Life Member. In fact, it was not unusual for Dave to 

become a life member of many organizations 

throughout central PA. In 1990 the local Camp Curtin 

Historical Society planned and executed the centennial 



 
anniversary of the 1865 closing of the former Civil 

War camp. For that occasion, Br, Dave was asked to 

begin to portray War Governor, Andrew Curtin. 

 

Thereafter, for decades, Br. Dave was known as “The 

Governor,” and often rode with the late James Getty, 

who portrayed President Lincoln in the annual 

Remembrance Day Parade in Gettysburg. 
 

 
 

Dave’s request, like that of his late wife Gloria, was 

not to have a public service nor open public funeral.  

He was laid to rest at Fort Indiantown Gap National 

Cemetery at Annville PA. Camp 15 had a Missing 

Man Table at their holiday luncheon for Br. Dave. 

 

 
 

A 2021 PA Dept interview can be found at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKLyvw2aqrU 

 

 

 

Baker-Fisher Camp 101 remembers 

Brother Hugh Boyle 

Life Member John M. Hart, Jr. Passes 

Well known Winfield Scott 

impersonator, John Hart, Jr., 

passed away on 23 Aug 

2023. He founded GAR 

Post 2, Camp 299, in 2009, 

and held PCC honors at Lt 

Ezra S Griffin Camp 8 in 

Scranton, where founded the 

Delaney DeLacy Guard, 

SVR. Br. John twice 

received the SVR Distinguished Service Medal and 

was a two-time recipient of the SUVCW Benjamin 

Stephenson Award as the Order’s top recruiter. 
 

 

 

 

PDC Eric J. Schmincke Sr. Remembered 

PDC Eric Schmincke Sr. died Oct 27, 2023. He was a 

member of the Anna M. Ross Camp #1, former 

commander of Joel Searfoss Camp # 273, and served 

as PA Dept Commander. He was also active for many 

years with the G.A.R. Civil War Museum and Library 

in Philadelphia, PA. 
 

 

Anna M. Ross Camp 1’s annual Brothers Day 

ceremony honored                     Also, 

Sgt Fernandus Stearn,          Br. Dave 

Co C 28 PVI.                           Snyder 

                                                            remembered 



 

Hartranft Exhibit 

Members of Gen John F. Hartranft Camp 15 traveled 

to the Schwenkfelder Museum & Library to support 

the opening of an extended special exhibit on their 

camp’s 

namesake. 

At center is 

Helen 

Shireman 

a direct 

descendant 

of General 

Hartranft. 

 

 

 

 
Isaac Eaton Camp 504 celebrated a new camp flag. 

And Davis ★ Camp has started fundraising for what is 

the most unique of SUVCW camp flags. The only 

known extant camp flag dates to 1886 and has been on 

display since 1919 at the Soldiers and Sailors 

Memorial Hall in Pittsburgh. 

 

Per C, C & R (2022) Chapter V, Article XI (p. 154) 

 

“The principal color of the flag of the Davis Camp 

No. 1, Department of Pennsylvania, shall be gold in 

recognition of its place as the original Camp organized 

by Augustus Plummer Davis on November 12, 1881.” 

 

 

 

Gettysburg Camp 112 held an open house to celebrate 

the 200th anniversary of the building that became the 

GAR Hall in Gettysburg, a true treasure for the dept. 
 

 

Remembrance Day, Gettysburg 

The Sons of Veterans Reserve-sponsored ceremony 

at the Albert Woolson Grand Army of the Republic 

Monument in Ziegler’s Woods at Gettysburg National 

Military Park included remarks, donations to the park 

monument fund, and commemorative wreath laying by 

Pennsylvania’s Allied Orders: 

WRC Sr. Mertz 

SUV DiFebo 

LGAR Sr. Dines 
WRC Sr. Matthews 

DUV Sr. Higgins 

ASUV Sr. Indan 



 

Wreaths Across America 

Dept SVC Bill Fischer honored Cpl Thomas Madigan 

of Co H 76th PA Inf, an Irish immigrant and member 

of Lt Ezra S Griffin GAR Post 139, namesake for 

SUVCW Camp 8, in 

Scranton’s Cathedral 

Cemetery. 

 

Isaac Rice Circle 

LGAR (Bedford PA) 

had a wreath placed 

at the PA monument 

at Andersonville GA. 

Ezra Ripple, a 

former POW there, 

later served as the 

monument committee’s 

secretary/treasurer, was a 

member of GAR Post 139, 

mayor of Scranton, and 

Adjutant General of the PA 

National Guard. 

 

 

 

 

 

Shelling of Carlisle PA 160th Anniversary 

Bridle Camp 50 and Aux partnered with local 

organizations to remember the Confederate shelling of 

Carlisle in advance of the clash of titans at Gettysburg. 
 

 
Thomas Nast contemporary engraving of the Shelling of Carlisle, 1863 

A Wing and A Prayer 

Bradford County hosts Private Silas Gore Camp 141, 

named after a Litchfield Township resident turned 

civil warrior. He was a blacksmith who turned in his 

anvil and enlisted in the famed 141st PVI. The camp 

has been in existence for years and is the northernmost 

camp in the department, far from the more populated 

parts of the state. 

 

The aim of all SUVCW camps is to take care of 

American Civil War related issues, whether it be grave 

stone replacements, protecting the current monuments 

or even helping people with tracing their lineage to a 

Civil War soldier.  One can imagine that our Gore 

Camp is known to the local museums that dot the 

county.  This is especially true of the Bradford County 

Historical Society (BCHS), which holds vast materials 

that our camp has utilized for researching whatever 

project it might be working on. 

 

One day in early July of this past summer, an email 

was received from a Californian, Andrea Lex.  She 

noted that the email was given to her by the BCHS.  

The lady was looking for the gravesite of her ancestor, 

Philander Wellington Smith.  She had, through the use 

of the Internet, found quite a bit of information about 

him and eventually transferred it to our camp.  She 

humbly requested we find the grave for her and added 

that she was coming east near the end of the month to 

visit the grave, a few scant weeks away. 

 

Armed with the name of the town, Silvara, and the 

name of the cemetery as well, Cogswell, camp 

members first strove to “double-check” the accuracy 

of the materials she had sent. Since we already knew 

that the BCHS held maps for the majority of the 

cemeteries within the county, BCHS would be a great 

source, as these maps not only listed veterans buried 

within these cemeteries but actually attempted to 

pinpoint their locations. 

 

Despite Cogswell Cemetery not being large, it is not 

well maintained, much like many smaller rural 

cemeteries in the county. This would make searching 

for a headstone, whose location, type and size was 

unknown, possibly very difficult. The maps garnered 

from BCHS did reveal Civil War soldiers buried there 

but Philander’s name was not among them! 

 

Days before Ms. Lex was slated to arrive, a search of 

the cemetery was done.  Partly because of the 



 
abundant undergrowth, partly because of the seeming 

disarray of the placement of the existing stones, and 

largely because of illegible readings, Philander 

Smith’s grave was not located. Perhaps, and this is not 

unusual, it was because he never had a stone. The 

camp was dismayed by their lack of success. 

 

On a literal wing and a prayer, Ms. Lex, left her home 

in Dan Point CA and traveled 2,700 miles, give or 

take, without even knowing if we found her ancestor’s 

grave. We did not inform her before she left because 

we were told she was coming then, as her trip was 

already planned! Late morning, on July 28, two 

members of Gore Camp arrived at the entrance to the 

cemetery and patiently waited by the edge of the road 

for Ms. Lex’s arrival. She did not arrive alone. With 

her were her Aunt Lisa and Uncle Rex. 

 

After introductions, the bad news was announced, but 

hopefully softened, by a declaration that another 

search would be done that very morning.  The party 

climbed the steep cart path to the cemetery proper and 

began the search anew. Andrea teamed up with one 

member while the aunt and uncle chose to rest under 

the shade of the trees on this typically hot July day.  

The other Gore Camp member aided in the search but 

was by himself. As the minutes dragged on and the 

searchers actually many times got down on their hands 

and knees in an effort to read tilted over or hard to 

read stones, finally, there it was! Resting on the 

opposite side of a small tree from his son’s grave was 

Philander Wellington Smith’s monument. What luck! 

 

 
 

Ms. Lex at her ancestor’s grave site in Bradford Co 

Ms. Lex and her aunt and uncle were thrilled. Andrea 

Lex’s face beamed the broadest of smiles and she 

hugged the Gore Camp members.  Hoping for this 

outcome, Gore Camp had brought along a Civil War/ 

GAR Veteran’s marker and United States flag. It was 

placed reverently beside the grave. Upon returning 

home, Ms. Lex wrote, “Visiting the cemetery and 

seeing his grave, and his son’s grave, was an amazing 

experience.” 

 

Silas Gore Camp 141 considered this an honor to have 

helped this citizen of California, with obvious ties to 

Bradford County, by helping her visit her ancestor’s 

grave. Yes, we understand just how lucky we have 

been in accomplishing this, but it fits right in with our 

mission as SUVCW members to assist descendants! 

 

 

Educational Outreach 
 

Col Campbell Camp 14 PCC Kevin Kuhn shared the 

challenges and triumphs of Civil War medicine with 

Penn Highlands Community College students. 

 

 

 



 

DC DiFebo Testimonial Dinner 

Brothers gathered at C. J. Hummel’s Restaurant in 

Lenhartsville on Oct 15 to honor Dept Comdr Dane 

DiFebo as he entered his second year leading the PA 

Department. Hosted by Joel Searfoss Camp 273, and 

emceed by camp commander John McNulty PDC, all 

had a very enjoyable evening of food and fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eagle Scout 

          Recognition  

 

Get involved with your 

local Scout councils. Here 

Gobin Camp 503 awards 

new Eagle Derek Dietz 

with the SUV certificate. 

 

Griffin Camp Remembers Lincoln 

Camp 8 held its annual Lincoln Remembrance at the 

monument in Scranton’s Nay Aug Park.  

 

Who knew that Br. Mark 

Myers’ accordion could elicit 

such emotion and meaning 

playing Civil War-era music! 

 

ROTC/JROTC SUVCW Award 

Now The “Cadet Award” 

The National Organization, following prompting by 

Brothers in annual encampment, has expanded the 

youth program to include deserving Civil Air Patrol 

(CAP) cadets and Young Marines in addition to 

ROTC/JROTC/NDCC cadets/midshipmen. There are 

dozens of CAP units all across the Commonwealth, 

and about ten Young Marine units, primarily in the 

Philadelphia/Pittsburgh/Harrisburg areas. 

 

While a voluntary program across the Order, and with 

several PA Dept camps distant from any high school 

or college/university programs, this expansion 

improves opportunity for all camps to honor patriotic 

youth and make them aware of the SUVCW.  

 

SVC Bill Fischer has reached out to PA’s CAP and 

Young Marine units but has not heard back by the 

time of newsletter publication. Form 7 is now updated. 

DC DiFebo and Family 
 



 

Last Veteran Ceremonies Held 

Brothers from Joel Searfoss Camp 273, with Dept Aux 

Sisters, honored Monroe Co’s Last Vet, Pvt William 

H. Miller, 2 PA HART, who died in 1942. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the same cemetery is  

buried John Staples, who 

was President Lincoln’s 

representative recruit. As  

the was lingered on, and 

the 1864 Election came 

near, Lincoln wanted to 

set a good example for 

the on-going war effort. 

 

 

Gobin Camp 503 honored several Last Veterans in 

central PA, not stopping for a 

little rain. Pvt William Jones, 

93 PA Inf (d. 1943, at left) was 

Montour Co’s Last Vet, while 

Pvt Jacob Boob, 51 PA Inf (d. 

1937, below) was the Union Co 

Last Vet. 

Sgt Jairus Roush, 49 PA Inf, 

(d. 1941) was the Last Vet 

living in Snyder Co. 

PA Dept YouTube Channel 

If you cannot make dept events, there’s a good chance 

you don’t have to miss out. The Education Committee, 

headed by PDC Doug McMillin, has done great work 

videoing, editing, and posting events to our YouTube 

channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUOXhmokq00

WvVNpPm6uzHA 

 

 

Crawford Camp/Barnhart Tent Hold 

Memorable Memorial Day Service 

Old Brush Creek Cemetery is only about a mile east of 

busy US Route 30 in far-western Westmoreland 

County. US 30 is the successor to the historic Lincoln 

Highway; in many ways, the cemetery was as lost to 

posterity as that original rural dirt transcontinental 

highway. Long in disrepair, the cemetery needed a 

savior, and fortunately found one in Crawford Camp 

member Bill Bray, who bravely took on the role of 

sexton. Partnering with camp members, Ruth Barnhart 

DUV Tent 56, the American Legion, and others, Br. 

Bray and team set to work. 

 

After much blood, sweat, 

and tears by many, Crawford 

Camp and Barnhart Tent 

held a remembrance 

ceremony worthy of the 

many veterans interred in 

Old Brush Creek Cemetery.  
 

Another article in this 

newsletter will highlight Br. 

Bray’s Cemetery Restoration 

Vehicle and other work! 



 

Certificate “Returns” Home 

An Allied Orders Sister saved a framed decorative 

certificate for Pvt Jacob Halderman, 173 PA Inf, from 

an uncertain fate, and asked Exec Dir David Demmy 

to find an appropriate home for it. Br. Demmy 

mentioned the certificate to SVC Bill Fischer during a 

meeting at HQ, and after a little research, Br. Fischer 

found that Halderman was interred in Sunbury PA. 

Having planned to visit Gobin Camp 503 the next 

month, SVC Fischer took the frame home, and after 

wife Sue removed decades of dirt and grime to make it 

presentable, Br. Bill offered it to Camp Comdr Fred 

Wertman, who gratefully accepted it on behalf of the 

camp. CC Wertman hopes to have the certificate on 

display when the camp finds a permanent home. 

 

 
 

Memorial Day in Harrisburg 

After their annual 

breakfast gathering, 

Camp 15 remembered 

Civil War veterans in  

Harrisburg Cemetery, 

then saluted the city’s 

Last Veteran, Ephraim 

Slaughter, 37 USCT, 

interred in historic 

Lincoln Cemetery. 

Some later marched in 

the Gettysburg Parade. 

New SUVCW Website and New 

Graves Website Forthcoming 

The National Organization rolled out a revamped 

website in 2023. Like any revision, it might take a 

while to get used to the new flow. 

https://suvcw.org/ 

Importantly, Memorial 

University has been updated 

and is a useful way to learn 

more about out Order. 

Similarly, the National 

Graves Registration Cmte 

has been working diligently 

throughout 2023 to develop a more user friendly, 

comprehensive website that will better honor the final 

resting places for our “Boys in Blue.” The Council of 

Administration approved the contract, and the 

developer is working with the committee to bring the 

upgraded website online in the coming months. 

 

Hard Work Justly Rewarded 

(Huzzah! Huzzah! Huzzah!) 

This past spring Davis ★ Camp was contacted by Br. 

Eric Atkisson (Dept of the Chesapeake). During his 

travels, Br. Eric happened upon a veteran grave in 

Beaver County PA that was in disrepair. He was 

moved enough by the situation, and the veteran’s 

story, to reach out to Davis ★ Camp. Following is his 

excerpted and paraphrased email: 

 

Brothers, 

Greetings from Northern Virginia. I'm commander of 

the Lincoln-Cushing Camp, Dept of the Chesapeake, 

and I wanted to reach out to you for assistance. While 

passing through Beaver County PA, I stopped at the 

Old Mill Creek Cemetery near Hookstown. I have a 

3rd-great-grandfather and 4th-great-grandfather 

buried there, among some 

distant cousins and the like. 

 

While I was locating their 

graves, I noticed that the 

headstone for Maj. Samuel 

S. Kerr, 140th PA Inf, had 

toppled over and needs 

reset. It's probably 

otherwise in good 



 
condition, and there's a stone G.A.R. marker [unique 

to western PA] next to the larger headstone. I'm 

wondering if that area falls within the jurisdiction of 

your camp, and if so, whether restoring and perhaps 

rededicating the headstone is something you might be 

interested in? I would render as much help as I can, 

long distance, and would even make the trip for the 

rededication if it could be arranged. 

 

Kerr was mortally wounded at Farmville VA just 

before the war's end, and he played a conspicuous 

role in organizing the 140th. If that area falls under 

another camp, could you tell me which one? 

Thanks! 

 

Yours in Fraternity, Charity, & Loyalty, 

ERIC N. ATKISSON, LTC (Ret.), U.S. Army 

Commander, Lincoln-Cushing Camp No. 2 

 

 

 

Davis ★ Camp, though increasing in membership, 

lacked experience to undertake the project. Br. Tim 

Ryan, a dual member with Crawford Camp 43, knew 

that camp has installed scores of new headstones and 

reset others over the years. 

 

The project was discussed at the next meeting of each 

camp, with Br. Bill Bray volunteering to visit the 

cemetery as he would be in the vicinity for work. 

Within a few days Br. Bray reported that the project 

would be a special undertaking, and were soon able to 

share the proposed plan with Br. Atkisson. 

 

The situation in Old Mill Creek Cemetery, per Br. 

Bray’s assessment, would be no simple task. Not 

being able to drive directly to the gravesite, the 

necessary equipment needed to be manhandled, or 

brought in 

by mule, 

“mule” 

being the 

preferred/ 

practical 

choice. 

Fortunately, 

Br. Bill has 

a “mule,” 

his own… 

                              Cemetery Restoration Vehicle! 

 

Although willing to provide his expertise, Br. Bray 

lived an hour and a half away from the cemetery. 

Hauling the equipment and trailer round trip would be 

costly, and the physical work time consuming. 

 

Br. Atkisson responded immediately and generously 

offering to make a personal donation to cover the 

anticipated expenses. The most difficult part turned 

out to be scheduling the work! 

 

Finally, in early Aug, Brs. Bray and Ryan journeyed to 

Old Mill Creek Cem to do the hard work. Driving the 

mule about 100 yards to the grave site was an 

adventure in itself, the vegetation being waist high 

throughout the cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Br. Bray’s custom built 

tripod and winch offer 

safety for the quite 

dangerous job of 

resetting headstones. 

 

Within 2.5 hours 

the base was 

lifted, the ground 

underneath 

leveled, the base reset 

and the headstone re-set 

and epoxied. Another 

hour was spent cleaning 

the entire monument 

with D2 Biological 

Solution (~$50/gal) 

followed by performing 

a short but dignified 

service from the 

SUVCW ritual book at 

the grave, rightly 

followed by the playing 

of Taps. 

 

 

 



 
It was a very hot day, but the completed work was 

very satisfying. HUZZAH! 

 

Bvt Maj Kerr was mortally wounded just two days 

before Lee surrendered, dying weeks later in hospital 

at Annapolis MD, at just 23 years of age. Though 

much time has passed, the SUVCW remembers! 

CAPT S.S. KERR 
CO. H. 140 PA. VOL. 

Brevet Major of Vol. 
SON OF DAVID & MARY KERR 

Born Nov. 22, 1841, 

Wounded at the Battle of Farmville 

Va. while leading the 8. N.Y. Heavy Art. 

In conflict with the Confederate Force 

on the 7 of April 1865. Died of his 

wounds at Annapolis Md 

May 3, 1865 

 
Dear Samuel nobly gave his life for his country. 

“A sleep in Jesus! blessed sleep. 

From which none ever wakes to weep! 

A calm and undisturbed repose, 

Unbroken by the last of foes” 

Hymnal - Margaret Mackay 1832 

Education Committee Video Teams 

Don’t forget, two equally equipped and ready-to-go 

video teams are available to cover dept activities. The 

West Team is headed by Kevin Kuhn while Doug 

McMillin leads the East Team. Contact either, with 

plenty of advanced notice, and your camp event might 

be videoed and given a broader audience on our 

YouTube channel. 
 

 

 

Camp 15 Visits IKE Farm 

Hartranft Brothers journeyed to Gettysburg and visited 

the Eisenhower Farm. After lunch in town, the group 

visited the WWII American Experience Museum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Brother Appointed for US 250th 

 

Camp 15 Brother Ben Hobbins has been appointed to 

assist the Semiquincentennial Commission (not so 

easy to say) in preparation for 2026. 

 

Visit:   https://america250.org/ and 

                 https://www.america250pa.org/ 

 

Congratulations, Br. Ben! 

 

For some of us, it seems 

like yesterday when we 

celebrated the Bicentennial 

(much easier to say). 

 

 

https://america250.org/
https://www.america250pa.org/


 

Honoring Hancock, Hartranft, Zook 

Baker-Fisher Camp 101 performed Memorial Day 

honors for not only the Great Captains but also the 

Rank and File interred in Norristown Cemetery, 

 

while Gettysburg Camp 112 served as DC DiFebo’s 

Honor Guard for the Gettysburg Mem Day Parade. 

 

The149th Bucktails assisted James Garfield Camp 34 

to honor Pvt John Raup in Mount Carmel Cemetery. 

Brother Bill Bray Lauded 

The Westmoreland Historical Society honored Br. Bill 

Bray as one of only three recipients of the society’s 

2023 Arthur St. Clair Historic Preservation Award. 

 

The award is presented for significant and sustainable 

contribution to preserving Westmoreland County’s 

heritage for future generations, and per the society’s 

website, is “named in honor of Arthur St. Clair, an 

important figure in the founding of Westmoreland 

County. When the cause of the American Revolution 

beckoned, Arthur St. Clair answered that call and rose 

to the rank of 

Major General in 

the Continental 

Army. After the 

war he served as 

the president of 

Congress under 

the Articles of 

Confederation 

and as the first 

governor of the 

Northwest 

Territory.” 

 

As highlighted in 

this newsletter, Br. Bray 

was recognized for his 

incredible work at Old 

Brush Creek Cemetery, as 

seen at right after a hard 

day’s work. Of course, he 

cleaned up quite well for 

the award presentation!  

 

Congratulations, Brother! 

 
 

Camp Earns More Than Peanuts 

Who knew that 

cashews could be a 

successful fundraiser? 

Gobin Camp did! 

You don’t know until 

you try. Think outside 

the box, or shell, and 

you might be surprised. 

Huzzah! 



 

Share Your Good Works! 

Please invite dept officers and nearby camps by email, 

or post to the PA Dept Facebook page well in advance, 

with the date/time/location of your ceremonies and 

special events so that more Brothers and Sisters can 

plan to attend and support your efforts to honor our 

Boys in Blue. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A Critical Reminder 

Paragraph 4 of General Order No. 7 (Revised) 

(Series 2021-2022) reads as follows: 

It is Ordered that the following statement be noted on 

the Official Programs for all SUVCW events, 

ceremonies, and meetings, along with posting on any 

SUVCW website homepage and photo galleries: 

 

“Individuals attending events hosted by the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War, by virtue of their attendance, 

agree to the usage of their likeness in the Banner, any Camp 

or Department Newsletter, any SUVCW website and/or on 

any SUVCW Social Media outlet, promotional brochures, or 

any other SUVCW material”. 

 

Keep this wording handy and use it for ALL your 

camp events. It is for your protection and the 

protection of our Order 

 

 

Editor’s Final Note 

Brothers, we need a new editor for the Battle Cry of 

Freedom department newsletter. I sincerely hope that 

another Brother will rally to the cause and continue the 

long tradition of a PA Dept newsletter. Otherwise, it is 

a dept SVC responsibility (Hence, I did it this year). 

However, for this issue, any errors, edits, or omissions 

are mine and mine alone, and were not intended to 

offend, nor were they malicious in any way. I 

apologize in F. C. & L. if I have offended anyone. 

 

Bill Fischer PCC, PA Department SVC  

 

Bradford Co Last Vet Honored 

 

Gore Camp 141 honored Pvt John Teeter (d. 1942), 

97 PA Inf, buried in a peaceful rural hilltop cemetery. 

 

PA Dept Welcomes New Members 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 

PRE-REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Pennsylvania Department 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Annual Encampment 
 

Camp No: ________Date:_____________ 

 
Brother: ___________________________ 

 
Address: ___________________________ 

 
City:________________State:___Zip:______ 

 
I am a member in good standing in this camp  

and my rank in the Order is: 

 
_____CinC        _____PCinC        _____DC 

_____PDC         _____CC             _____PCC 

 
Attending as:  ____Delegate ____Alternate 

Pre-Registration fee is $7.00 by 6/8/2024 

$10.00 at Encampment 

Make check payable to: PA Dept., SUVCW 

And send to: Secretary/Treasurer 

Rob Koenigsberg, 504 Prospect St. 

Portage PA 15946 

814-244-0899       

rkoenigsberg3@gmail.com 
 

CREDENTIAL CARDS 
 

If your intention is to make either the Department Encampment in June 2024 or the National 

Encampment in August 2024, please make sure you obtain a signed card before making either event. 
 

The Credential Card for the Department Encampment can be obtained from your Camp Secretary and 

must be filled out fully so that you have the right to participate during the business meetings and vote. 
 

The Credential Card for the National Encampment must be filled out fully and signed by the 

Department Secretary before you are able to participate. So please contact your Camp Secretary or 

Camp Commander and he can obtain these for you from the Department. 
 

Use this form, or find the Credential Card form on the National web site under Forms at www.sucvw.org 

 
Please make every effort to have these filled out correctly as it makes it easier for those who do the 

registration to help you enjoy the Encampment(s). 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


