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Dept Chaplain Clark Brocht Honored

Brother Clark Brocht was recognized by National
Chaplain Jerry Kowalski at the National Encampment
in St. Louis with the Chaplain William Corby
Award for outstanding service. DC John Gipson
accepted the award and later presented it to Brother
Brocht at a Mount Union Church Camp 502 meeting.

DC Gipson presenting Corby Award to Brother Brocht

Although delayed due to the pandemic, the PA Dept
received the Under 40 Award (most new members
under the age of 40) for 2019-2020 from PCinC Ed
Norton. Brothers, let’s put some effort here to reclaim
the award by recruiting younger members!

DC Gipson accepting the Under 40 Award from PCinC Norton

December/January



Also at the National Encampment, Gen John F.
Hartranft Camp 15 was recognized with the Horace
Greeley Award for best camp website; Brother David
Demmy accepted the award from CinC Brian Pierson,
with CC Vern Stout presenting it to webmaster David
Demmy, Jr., at the camp’s annual holiday party.

Huzzah, Huzzah, Huzzah! to our award recipients!

For those who have never, or not recently, attended a
national encampment, this is your opportunity to be
part of the process. Although most of our Order’s
work is performed at the local camp level, your PA
Dept needs more representation to help influence
national-level proceedings. Please consider attending
the next National Encampment in Grand Rapids MI.
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PA Dept 2021 National Encampment Contingent
I-r, David Demmy Jr, David Demmy, Bill Fischer, DC John Gipson,
with CinC Mike Paquette (a PA Dept dual member)

UPCOMING 2022 EVENTS

Apr 9, Appomattox Luncheon
Hoss’s Restaurant, Grove City PA

Apr 16, Lincoln Tomb Observance
Springfield IL

May 21, A.P. Davis Remembrance
Pittsburgh PA

May 30, Memorial Day
Take time to honor our Boys in Blue

Jun 16-19, PA Department Encampment
Genetti Hotel, Williamsport PA

Aug 11-14, National Encampment
Grand Rapids Ml

In Memoriam 2021
Harry Lamb, Searfoss Camp 273
Keith Rodgers, Gobin Camp 503

Joseph McShane, Crawford Camp 43

PCinC Richard Orr Remembered

Davis * Camp held a remembrance service for late
camp brother and PCinC Rich Orr at the Orr family
plot in Christ Our Redeemer Cemetery, Pittsburgh.
Brother Orr led a life of service, most notably to the
SUVCW and the Boy Scouts of America. He
mentored many Brothers across the Order, who
continue to appreciate Rich’s coaching and friendship.

PCinCs Shaw, Wheeler and Pahl with CinC Mike Paquette

Besides many PA Dept Brothers and Allied Orders
Sisters, the service was attended by three PCinCs and
current CinC Mike Paquette, who presented an



SUVCW flag to Brother Orr’s mother, Bernadette,
while family members looked on approvingly.

The service was a worthy conclusion for a life well
lived and reflects great credit upon PCinC Orr, the
SUVCW, PA Department, and Davis * Camp/Aux.

Honor Guard Salute

ASUVCW Pres Barb Indan and

DC John Gipson present wreath
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Searfoss Camp Honors Namesake

Brothers from Joel Searfoss Camp 273 conducted a
re-dedication ceremony to honor their namesake with
a new headstone.

Pvt Searfoss was a 40-year-old substitute who joined
Co H 50" PA Inf on 8 March 1865. Although only
serving in the closing moments of the war, he served,
and served with honor.

Listed as a “laborer” in
censuses, he was an ordinary
man among many such men
who answered the call. Huzzah!

PDC McNulty and Brothers at Trinity
Lutheran Church Cemetery, Bangor PA

A. P. Davis Mausoleum Rededication

After several years of planning and hard work, Davis
* Camp and its Auxiliary rededicated the restored
mausoleum of SUVCW founder Augustus Plummer
(A. P.) Davis in Allegheny Cemetery, Plttsburgh CcC
Lowell Alcorn, DC
John Gipson, CinC
Mike Paquette, and
ASUVCW Dept Pres
Barb Indan provided
remarks, and the camp
presented a certificate
of appreciation to the
cemetery for support
of the restoration effort.

Stiaabee

B A. P. Davis Mausoleum §
& Restoration and Rededication &
; September 12, 2021 !

* Camp
Pennsylvania Department
Sons of Union Veterans
of the Civil War

Davis

The mausoleum, with its stones beginning to
separate, was in danger of damage without immediate



repair and loss of an irreparable treasure of the Order.

Huzzah to Davis * Camp and Auxiliary for its action!
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Remembrance Day, Gettysburg

The weather was excellent, participants were eager
to keep green the memory of our Boys in Blue,
banners sailed in the breeze, and a large crowd was
ready for a parade! It almost felt normal.

The Sons of Veterans Reserve-sponsored ceremony
at the Albert Woolson Grand Army of the Republic
Monument in Ziegler’s Woods at Gettysburg National
Military Park included remarks, donations to the park
monument fund, and ) . ,
commemorative wreath
laying by the Allied
Orders, including our
PA DC John Gipson.

Isaac Eaton Camp
504’s Honor Guard
well represented the
PA Department at
Remembrance Day.

PA Dept Honor Guard from Isaac Eaton Camp 504
Dept Patriotic Instructor Steven Johnston carries the Colors

Anna M. Ross Camp 1
“Brothers Day” Remembrance

Carpenter’s Mate Thomas Kingston, USN, was
remembered by members of Anna Ross Camp 1, the
Allied Orders, and Philadelphia’s GAR Museum and
Library, with many descendants in attendance. The
camp honor guard’s firing reverberated across the
cemetery, as did their loud Huzzahs while surrounding
the grave site.
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Brothers, Sisters, Family & Friends at grave of Carp Mate Thomas Kingston

Silas Gore Camp 141 Field Work

Camp 141, in searching for its local “Last Man
Standing,” found record inconsistencies that the
pandemic prevented reconciling. In the coming year
the camp will ramp up its survey of all local
cemeteries so that Bradford County Veterans Office
records can be validated or updated since transcription
errors during digitization have “tainted” accuracy.
With roughly 3,500 Civil War veteran burials in the
county, the process
will take several more
years to complete.
Once finally vetted,
records will be made
available at:

SilasGoreCamp.org

Camp brothers doing needed
field work in a local cemetery

Eagle Scout Certificate Presentations

With a few lulls in pandemic spread, several in-
person Eagle Scout Court of Honors occurred across
the Commonwealth, giving the PA Department an
opportunity to participate in honoring our youth.

Dept ESC Don Houston presents
SUVCW certificate to Ben Coult
in Coopersburg, Lehigh County.

Br. Robert Domenick presents
certificate to Christoph Bernas
in Scott Twp, Allegheny Co.
Christoph later in the summer
became a Vigil Honor member
of the Order of the Arrow, the
BSA National Honor Society’s
highest recognition.

Among the numerous
SUVCW Eagle Scout
certificates presented
across the PA Dept
this year, Davis *
Camp’s recognition for Christoph Bernas is
particularly noteworthy. Christoph’s great-great-great-
great grandfather was a Union soldier who died in a
Confederate prison in Texas in 1865. For his Eagle
project, Bernas built a flag retirement station for
Collier Township, especially meaningful since the
township is generally credited with being the
birthplace of National Flag Day, and proudly
commemorates it annually.

Brother Domenick was busy. He also presented awards at Northmont Presbyterian
Church to Clayton Sheleheda (left), who installed a dry goods pantry at his local
church, and to Benjamin Haley (right), who built a fire pit for his youth group.



Holiday Fellowship

Despite challenges throughout the year in holding
in-person meetings, many camp members and their
families were able to break bread together to celebrate
the end of another difficult year and look toward new
opportunities for 2022.

il
- i
B
13
o 7,7 — i
\ ‘\\':F; Sl T2 b X N
™ T ‘
- i
—
O » = e,
. 3 : \\
AR < !
N - N
Bsg” > Gen J.P.S. Gobin Camp 503 dinner
‘\_..\ o at Watsontown PA. Guest speaker
" 3 was the ever-dynamic Wayne Mott,

N but the kepi cake stole the show!

Santa looked on with wonder as Mount Union Church Camp 502 inducted
a new member at its holiday gathering near Somerset.

John Hartranft Camp 15°s 2021 holiday
party returned to the National Civil War
Museum in Harrisburg. An annual
highlight are the table centerpieces
handcrafted by Br. David Demmy, Jr.

ROTC/JROTC SUVCW Award

While a voluntary program across the Order, and
with several PA Dept camps distant from any high
school or college/university programs, this remains
an excellent opportunity to honor patriotic youth and
make them aware of the SUVCW.

The ROTC Committee (Bill Fischer, John Crider,
and Jack Bovee) has been working to set the stage for
more camps to engage with more PA ROTC/JROTC
units this spring by compiling a list of units and
contacts across the Commonwealth and creating letters
of introduction to the Order, the program, and a
congratulatory letter from the PA Dept Commander
that will go to each unit,
along with how to apply
for the no-cost SUVCW
award package (medal,
ribbon, and certificate).
Doing so will streamline
the application process
and reduce workload for ‘
camps. {1
o .
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PA camps in relative
proximity to units
should expect an email
from the committee in
the next month or so to determine camp interest in
participating and asking for a specific camp point of
contact for ROTC/JROTC instructors to contact for
possible invitation to hopefully present the award at
in-person ceremonies that are usually held between
mid-Apr and early Jun, pandemic dependent.

All this effort is not to override existing relationships
between camps and units, but to help standardize dept
operations and expand program participation.

Wreaths Across America

Dept Secy Rob Koenigsberg at wreath laying in Ebensburg PA



PA Dept Secy and Col. Jacob M. Campbell Camp 14
Commander Rob Koenigsberg participated in the
DUVCW Clara Barton Tent 64-sponsored at the
Cambria Co Soldiers and Sailors monument in
Veterans Park in Ebensburg PA. Rob placed the
ceremonial wreath for the US Space Force/NORAD.

The monument, erected in 1913, contains 22 plaques
containing roughly 5,500 names of Cambria Countians
who fought in American wars through the 19th
century, a 63-foot obelisk, and a bronze Civil War
"armed sentinel™ manufactured by Gorham Foundry.

It was Br. Rob’s honor to help lay the wreaths at the
monument since it contains the names of two 3-great
grandfathers, John A. Blair and Thomas O. Evans,
who fought in the Mexican War, and several Civil War
veteran uncles and cousins. If that were not enough,
the monument was designed by another 3-great
grandfather, O. E. Wilkinson, a Johnstown marble
cutter. Huzzah to DUVCW Clara Barton Tent 64 for
sponsoring the annual event!
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Jones Bradbury Camp Dedicates
Headstone for Cpl Thomas Nolan

Camp 149 met at Saint Agnes Cemetery, West
Chester, to honor a veteran of the 25th Ohio Infantry.
Cpl Nolan’s grave had remained unmarked for 135
years until Br. Dave Walter located it and coordinated
the obtaining and setting of a military headstone.

Nolan, an Irish immigrant, joined the cause in July
1861, and fought bravely until being captured at
Gettysburg on 1 July 1863. Paroled soon after, he was
sent to a paroled POW camp in Westtown PA to await
exchange. While there, he hired out to a local farmer,

Anthony Kirk, only to discover that Mrs. Kirk was
Ellen, a girl he had courted in Ireland many years
prior! Nolan, who completed his enlistment in 1864,
returned to Westtown where he married the by then
widowed Ellen, took up farming, and raised four
children with her until his death in 1885.
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The dedication ceremony featured an SUVCW Color
Guard under command of Capt Andy Lefko, prayer by
Father Arechabala of Saint Agnes R.C. Church, a brief
eulogy by Br. Walter, placement of medallion and flag
by CC Jim Caron, wreath placement by the Caranfa
family (who now live in the Kirk/Nolan house), a gun
salute, and “Taps” by PCC Bob McGonigle.

In closing the ceremony, Br. Walter remarked, “We
honor today Thomas Nolan and the hundreds of
thousands of Union soldiers and sailors of all races,
religions, and creeds who helped preserve the Union;
and we honor, too, this week the millions of American
men and women who gave of their time and lives in
defense of Liberty and the United States of America.”

DC Gipson Honors His CW Ancestor

A cold and wet autumn day could not dampen the
spirits of those who honored Pvt John Werkman,
ancestor of DC John Gipson, at his final resting place
in Union Cemetery, Greensburg PA.

DC Gipson, his sister Barb McCay, and her son Geoff flank Pvt Werkman’s grave



Immigrating from Hesse (Germany) in 1854,
Werkman was listed as a shoemaker in the 1860
census for Westmoreland Co. Despite being married,
with three young children and one on the way, he
enlisted in Co B 9th PA Res (38th PA Vols) on 15 Oct
1861. Later, with the Reserve Corps being discharged,
Werkman transferred to Co K 190th PA Inf on 3 May
1864, and almost immediately was seriously wounded
in the Battle of the Wilderness VA. He was
hospitalized and given a disability discharge at the
Army Gen’l Hospital in Pittsburgh PA in Nov 1864.

Returning to Westmoreland Co, he became a farmer,
and with wife Christena, had at least five more
children. Interestingly, that child, William, born barely
a month after Werkman’s enlistment, was given the
middle name “Makepeace” (per his 1902 WV
marriage license). Desirous of what all Americans
wanted in 1861, John Werkman did more than simply
offer a notable middle name, but stepped up and
fought for that peace, in the process spilling his blood
for his adopted land. That’s a legacy to be proud of!

Following the remembrance, participants warmed up
with good food and fellowship at a restaurant in town
before holding the dept officers’ mid-year meeting.

Col Crowther Camp Joins Others in
Honoring Gettysburg Fighters

Camp 89 was honored to participate with the citizens
of Morrisons Cove, Blair County, to dedicate a new
monument to the 70 area men who fought at
Gettysburg. The memorial includes a piece of black
granite inscribed with the veterans’ names and units,
noting those killed or wounded in action. To enhance
meaning for current and future generations, the
nameplate is framed by six stones from Gettysburg.

Of particular note, the memorial includes the name
of Medal of Honor recipient, Cpl J. Levi Roush,
who’s citation in part reads:

“Corporal Roush was one of six volunteers who
charged upon a log house near the Devil's Den,
where a squad of the enemy's sharpshooters
were sheltered, and compelled their surrender.”
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Civil War Ancestor Biography

One way we can honor our “Boys in Blue” is to
remember those from whom we gain entry into our
Order. Interim newsletter editor Bill Fischer
remembers his Civil War sailor ancestor:

Fireman 1st Class Hiram E. Foster, US Navy
Crewman on the USS Hartford

Although nearly 40 years of age, Foster quickly
enlisted in the Navy as a “Coal Heaver” at
Philadelphia PA on April 30, 1861. While naval
service was often one of boredom for those on
blockade duty, Hiram had the good fortune (maybe?)
of serving on the USS Hartford, a three-masted sloop
of war steamship that became Admiral David
Farragut’s flagship in late 1861.

JVC Bill Fischer with IX-inch Dahlgren Gun from USS Hartford, Petoskey Ml

The USS Hartford led the assault to capture the
heavily defended Confederate port of New Orleans in
April 1862, then led an armada up the Mississippi
River to capture Baton Rouge and Natchez without a
fight. Although progress stalled at Vicksburg, the fleet
helped cut the flow of supplies coming down the Red
River heading for Vicksburg. This allowed for the
long siege that ultimately led to the surrender of the
Gibraltar of the Mississippi River.



Hiram Foster completed his three-year enlistment in
May 1864 as a Fireman 1st Class and returned to
Philadelphia. By doing so, he missed being part of the
Battle of Mobile Bay that August, from which sprung
the legendary Farragut order, “Damn the torpedoes.”
Interestingly, three USS Hartford coal heavers were
among the Medal of Honor recipients for their actions
during the battle. Foster died May 16, 1890 in Phila.

Ezra S. Griffin Camp Supports
Annual Cemetery Tour

Brothers from Camp 8 joined others in assisting the
local Dearly Departed Players with their annual tour
highlighting Scranton-area movers and shakers
interred in Dunmore Cemetery, which also includes a
GAR burial plot for members of the camp’s namesake
post. Although the tour was drive-through only due to
the pandemic, at least 300 fan-filled vehicles took the
tour, with costumed interpreters stationed throughout
the cemetery.

Griffin Camp Brothers at Chas. Scott Mausoleum, Dunmore Cemetery
Scott was a Pvt in Co K 132nd PA Inf, and later, a successful Scranton merchant

Camp 8’s Bannon-Long Auxiliary 10
Honored for Good Works
The ladies of Auxiliary 10 didn’t let the pandemic

stop their charitable efforts, earning the PA Dept’s
Dorothy Kern Award for 2020-2021. Huzzah, Ladies!

Dorothy Kern Award

\eonsylvanis Department of the Ausilaty 10 the Sons of the Union Veterans of the Chil War
Would tike to recognize

AUXI’lary‘uj_o Scran'bn

For thais ge:

Aux 10 Sister Susan Mertz helps (coffee) roast
PA Aux President Barbara Indan at Encampment

Camp 15 Honors Sister Bannan

Brothers took time to enhance late Aux 7 Pres Mary
Jane Bannan’s gravesite in Harrisburg. Sr. Bannan was
well involved with all
the Allied Orders, and
was also remembered
by Sr. Ellen Higgins,
PDP, who placed a
DUVCW wreath.




John T. Crawford — Kittanning’s
Newest, and Oldest “Hometown Hero”

This banner, displayed at the corner of Montieth St
& N. Grant Ave, Wick City’s busiest intersection,
was sponsored
by Crawford
Camp 43, and is B
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Z
the only borough
banner honoring
a Civil War
veteran. Its
location within
the historic
confines of
Camp Orr,
Armstrong Co’s
only Civil War \
training camp, is
about one city
block from the monument previously erected by Camp
43 to commemorate Camp Orr. PDC Rich Essenwein
coordinated the effort with the Borough.
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Camp 502 Civil War Ball
A sense of 1860s normalcy for 2021.

Yes, the photos
intentionally highlight
the Belles over the Boys!

First New PA Dept Members of 2022

Gettysburg Camp 112
initiated new brothers
David Patterson and

J. C. Mendyka at its
meeting on 2 Jan 2022
in Gettysburg.

Education Committee Video Teams

Thanks to dedicated efforts by the committee, two
equally equipped and ready-to-go video teams are
available to cover dept activities. The West Team is
headed by Kevin Kuhn while Doug McMillin leads
the East Team. Contact either, with plenty of advanced
notice, and your camp event might be videoed and
given a broader audience on our YouTube channel.

Joe McShane — In Memoriam

Crawford Camp 43 mourns the loss of Brother Joe
McShane, who passed away on 1 Oct 2021.

Joe was known for his warm smile and easy-going
manner but more importantly he was known for his
passion for honoring the “Boys in Blue.” He joined the
camp on 12 Aug 2012 as an associate member, and
most recently served on Camp Council and as Camp
Signals Officer.

Photo courtesy CoD62PVI

Br. McShane had a willing
heart and steady hand
commanding our firing
details and line of march for
Kittanning Memorial Day
events, was an eager
participant in our Kittanning
Library Christmas
programs, and relished
being a Civil War Living
Historian portraying the
common foot soldier, in




particular sharing his passion with younger
generations.

Joe was also a proud member of Co D 62nd PA Vol
Inf (re-enactment) where he held honorary rank of
Corporal, as well as an active member of the
Confederation of Union Generals (COUG) for which
he undertook the persona of Sgt. James Patrick
“Mickey” Sullivan, 6th W1 Vol Inf.

RIP Brother Joe, you’ve entered into the Camp 43
pantheon in honored glory!

Other stories are about historical figures, buildings,
and events that have helped define the city. The tour is
our annual major fundraiser, with from 100-200
attendees. We have been guiding these tours for about
five years, and rarely have we told the same story
twice, until this year when new stories are getting
sparse.

Haunted History

For about the past five years, on the second weekend
in Oct, Col Jacob M. Campbell Camp 14 and Mary
Campbell Camp 16 (ASUVCW) hold a Haunted
History walking tour of Johnstown. Typically one mile
and one hour in duration, costumed interpreters share
ten stories of the city’s past.

One of the first story-stops every year is at the 54th
PA Inf statue, which mustered in at Johnstown with
Col Campbell -

commanding. The
tour ends at the Emory
Fisher Post 30 GAR
Hall, where Camp 14
meets to
this day.

World War Il Vets Remembered

Camp 15’s October meeting was a “show and tell” of
WWII memorabilia held by camp brothers. Perhaps
most notable were objects collected by late Brother
and WWII veteran Floyd Demmy, a rifleman with the
54th Armored Inf Bn, 10th Armored Div, who joined
the Allied push into western Germany in 1945.

Br. Floyd is seen
second in the left
line of march in
this wartime
photo provided
by Br. David
Demmy.

It is always appropriate for SUVCW camps to honor
and remember all our American veterans.

PA Dept YouTube Channel

If you cannot make dept events, there’s a good
chance you don’t have to miss out. The Education
Cmte, headed by PDC Doug McMillin, has done great
work videoing, editing, and posting events to our
YouTube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUOXhmokq00
WVVNpPmo6uzHA

Of special significance this past year is the viewing
of the Gettysburg Remembrance Day Parade more
than 5,500 times! See what you’ve been missing.
Better yet, “subscribe” so you’ll get automatic notice
when new videos are posted.




2021 was the first year that all graves at Andersonville had wreaths placed
during Wreaths Across America (NPS Photo)

Isaac Eaton Camp 504
Welcomes New Members

New Brothers James Cory (I) and Jeffrey White (r)

Despite a difficult year in which the camp lost two
past commanders, the year ended with two new
members who have begun to fill that huge loss.

In August the camp participated in a Civil War event
in Hannastown PA that honored our deceased PCC
David L. Robinson Jr., with the grounds known as
Camp Robinson for the occasion.

Share Your Good Works!

Please invite dept officers and nearby camps by email,
or post to the PA Dept Facebook page well in advance,
with the date/time/location of your ceremonies and
special events so that more Brothers and Sisters can
plan to attend and support your efforts to honor our
Boys in Blue

Editor’s Final Note

Brothers, as previously stated, this is my last issue as
interim editor of the Battle Cry of Freedom following
Bob Shaffer’s long and dedicated service as editor. |
sincerely hope that another Brother will step up and
continue the long tradition of a PA Dept newsletter.

However, for this issue, any errors, edits, or
omissions are mine and mine alone, and I apologize in
F.C.&L.

Bill Fischer PCC
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LATE SPECIAL TO THE
BATTLE CRY OF FREEDOM
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Five Missing PA Civil War
Battle Flags Recovered

While sorting out recovered SUVCW property, a box
of paper records produced several unassuming large
envelopes. While there were encampment records and
CnC documents dating from the 1880s all the way up
to the 1980s, five envelopes seemed to be stuffed with
something else. Once opened, the contents were both
thrilling, and utterly heartbreaking at the same time.
The fragmented remains of five PA regimental flags
that have been missing for over a century were there
in that most unlikely of places; a discovery that began
a project of the greatest importance and urgency the
PA Dept has had in a very long time.

For many decades, the PA Dept had been storing
records and equipment in two locations; the Grand
Army of the Republic Museum in Philadelphia and the
Soldiers and Sailors Hall in Pittsburgh. As time went
by, the original storage agreements became more
difficult to maintain. With recent changes in
management, both facilities are no longer the official
storage location for PA Dept materials. This has
caused a number of recent crisis situations regarding
storage of documents, equipment, and US Army-
issued firearms. Although most have been relatively
manageable, the recent decision by the Philadelphia
facility to move to a smaller location has presented a
sudden glut of returned records and items.



Over the two years the Dept has taken delivery of
more than 90 boxes of membership records, charters,
encampment proceedings, and photographs. There
have been PA Division SVR uniforms of the PA
National Guard, and a large number of Auxiliary to the
SUVCW records as well. While meaningful, there was
nothing truly earth shattering-until this past December,
that is!

The PA Dept tasked PDC Doug McMillin with the
recovery of materials determined excess by the down-
sizing Philadelphia GAR museum, and then transport
them to a climate-controlled, secure, indoor storage
facility. Once there, Br. McMillin is to sort,
document, and record the contents, then deliver
materials to the most appropriate storage location,
whether the National HQs, other SUVCW
Departments, PA Camps, the PA State Archives, or to
local historical societies where camps no longer exist.
While pandemic limits on large gatherings have
prevented organizing workdays to move the process
forward more quickly, Br. McMillin and wife, Sister
Ann McMuillin, PDP, PA ASUVCW, have been doing
the work, one box at a time.

While sorting boxes, one seemed to stand out as
having an unusual mixture of documents and
envelopes that needed to be organized. Sr. Ann opened
one envelope, and with excitement, immediately called
Br. Doug, and then began weeping over the horrors of
what she saw.

Br. Doug’s concern nearly buckled his knees as the
magnitude of the discovery hit home. Sr. Ann had
found five envelopes containing the disintegrating
fragments of silk materials dried out and disintegrating
from age and improper storage. They were the
remnants of five Civil War-era flags:

29th PA Infantry Presentation Flag
61st PA Vol Infantry

82nd PA Vol Infantry National Colors
National Colors Canton

Army Infantry Regimental

It was immediately apparent that this was a major
discovery of the most serious nature. The individual
fragments were too far gone to even touch without
turning them to powder. They needed a qualified
textile conservator to examine them. The envelopes
were secured and Dept Council member, PDC John
McNulty, was consulted at once for instructions on
what to do next.

His advice was to consult Dept SVC Dane DiFebo,
who is the Museum Educator at the National Civil
War Museum in Harrisburg PA. Br. Dane
recommended the PA Capitol Preservation Committee
in Harrisburg, which is tasked with the preservation
and storage of PA’s Civil War flags. This was done
without delay.

In doing so, it was immediately understood that the
legal ownership of the flags had to be determined.
Were they actually the property of the SUVCW? That
meant researching the flags’ histories. The flags were
originally government-issue, and like other
government-issued items, does the government retain
legal claim?

To give some perspective, obsolete Civil War-era
cannon tubes were often loaned to the GAR for
commemorative use with monuments and cemeteries
across the country. The tubes did not, and still do not,
belong to the communities or cemeteries where the
monuments are located, and if they ever cease to be
used for the purpose they were loaned, they must be
returned to the United States Army. Likewise, the US
Army loaned many rifles to the SUVCW, ranging
from Civil War rifles, trap-door Springfields, and
Krag-Jorgensons to 1903 Springfields, all for use as
National Guard reserve units.

Such weapons are not SUVCW property but remain
government property and cannot be legally sold or
donated elsewhere. If the SUVCW should chose to not
use them any longer, they can be “re-loaned” for
display in museums or they must be returned to the
government. Occasionally, Department of Defense
representatives have checked on the status of such
loaned guns. Knowing this, the ownership of the flags
was vital to determine beyond any reasonable doubt.

In the course of research, the PA Dept verified that
upon muster out, all PA regiments were required to
surrender their colors to the PA Quartermaster Dept,
which stored them in three locations around the state



where the three largest training facilities were located;
Harrisburg, Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh. Many
veterans refused to return flags, feeling that they and
their fallen comrades had ownership paid for in blood
and toil. This situation was common across the
country.

In order to retrieve the flags, the US War Dept issued
an order on June 13, 1865 directing the mustering out
officers to immediately turn over all regimental and
US colors to the states of the units’ origin. On
Independence Day 1866, a grand parade was held in
Philadelphia to muster the missing PA colors and turn
them over to the Commonwealth. Gen George Gordon
Meade was selected to lead the parade and delegation
of flags, marching to Independence Hall, where Gen
Meade formally turned over the colors to PA
Governor, Andrew Curtin.

In his speech, Gen Meade said, “Sir, of all the honors
that have been showered upon me for the humble
services which it has been in my power to render to my
country, none have been so grateful to me, and of none
am | so proud, as being on this occasion the
representative of these hardy and noble men who
stand before you. This war is over; peace has returned
to bless our happy land. By the concurrent action of
the Legislature it has been determined on this day,
sacred to the memory of liberty, these battle-stained
banners, that have passed through their fiery ordeals.
In the name of the soldiers of Pennsylvania, | present
to you these banners, which were received from the
State, and which were borne through the war with
honor and credit, and which we, as soldiers, are justly
proud. Receive them, sir, as mementos of the prowess
and deeds of valor of the noble sons of Pennsylvania.”
[270 flags were turned in that day]

Further, on Flag Day, February 28, 1914, by joint
resolution of Congress, all captured battle flags were
ordered returned to their states of origin. At that time,
eleven more flags were returned to PA. This addition
raised the total number of flags in the State’s
possession to 385. That number remained steady until
1985 when the Capitol Preservation Committee began
to conserve and save the decaying flags. Between
1985 and 2021, only two more missing PA Civil War
battle flags were recovered by the State.

With ownership of the flags determined beyond
reasonable doubt, PA Dept Council and PDC
McMillin agreed that the SUVCW must return the

flags to the State at once. This was not only in keeping
with the law, but the PA Dept also did not have the
resources or specialists required to preserve the flags.

As recommended, Br. McMillin contacted the
Capitol Preservation Committee and arranged for the
return of the flag fragments. The Committee gratefully
accepted the fragments, and a flags transfer was set for
January 6, 2022. PA Dept SVC Dane DiFebo, PDC
Doug McMillin, PCC Paul McMillin, PCC Joshua
McMillin, and Sisters PDP Ann McMillin and PAP
Joyce McMuillin met with Committee Historian Jason
Wilson and guest observer, National Civil War
Museum CEO Jeffery Nichols. In an informal
ceremony, the flags were transferred to the
Commonwealth, and an in-depth tour of the
preservation facility followed.

In one stroke, the
PA Dept, SUVCW,
returned more than
twice the number of
flags recovered in the
past thirty-five years.
There are now over
400 flags gathered
together in Harrisburg,
including Spanish
American War flags.
Preserved in a state-of-
the-art facility with
experts in handling these very delicate artifacts, and
sharing with future generations at the newly opened
Pennsylvania Civil War Battle Flag Education Center,
it appears that these long-lost flags and the Boys in
Blue who rallied around them shall not be forgotten.

Visit http://www.pacivilwarflags.org for more info.

Tour of PA state facility, showing a Civil War flag already in the collection

When asked about how he felt about being the person
to restore the flags to their rightful home, Br. Doug


http://www.pacivilwarflags.org/

said, “It is a blessing to be the right person, in the right
place, at the right time. These flags could as easily
would up spirited away to a private collection
somewhere, never to be heard of again. Worse than
that, the box they were stored in was under threat to go
to a dumpster had we not agreed to take it back. These
flags might now be in a landfill. I did nothing
extraordinary here; a situation presented itself and we
addressed it with due diligence in keeping with the
work of the Order. In the course of that work, those of
us involved had the rarest of opportunities to hold not
one, but five battle flags and write an ending to their
story with something more hopeful than that coldest of
words, ‘UNKNOWN.” Each of us involved just
became a part of these flags’ story, and in a way, to be
proud of. If that isn’t enough for any historian, I don’t
know what is.” HUZZAH! HUZZAH! HUZZAH!
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Allied Orders of the G.A.R.
GENETTI Encampment

H_otel & Suites Department of Pennsylvania
June 16-19, 2022

Genetti Hotel and Conference Center
200 West 4th Street
Williamsport, PA 17701

Room Reservations — Call 1-570-326-6600
Room Rates
Thursday night $87.20 + taxes = $96.79
Friday and Saturday nights $103.20 + taxes = $114.55

Cutoff date for this rate is May 16, 2022

When making room reservations mention: 6.A.R.

Room rates include:
Best Western “We Care Clean” Standards, Fitness Center, Wi-Fi,
Free Parking and Outdoor Pool
The hotel is convenient to downtown restaurants, shops and museums

Full hot breakfast included — served in the hotel restaurant
7:00 AM to 10:00 AM

Additional $10.00 per person above double occupancy

High Speed Internet Access
Visit www.genettihotel.com for a list of other amenities



http://www.genettihotel.com/
http://www.genettihotel.com/

Allied Orders of the 6rand Army of the Republic

Department of Pennsylvania
— R KRR R —
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Auxiliary to Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 1861 — 1865
Woman'’s Relief Corp

Please support the 2022 Pennsylvania Encampment/Convention by purchasing an

AD in the Encampment Program Booklet. Your support helps to ensure that the Site
Committee will be able to provide a wonderful experience for all to
enjoy.

Suggestions for your AD can be to honor your Civil War ancestor,
honor a Department or National Officer, or best wishes to a friend or
fellow Allied Order member.

An order for an AD with a check, payable to “PA SUVCW” and artwork are to be
sent to:

Ellen Higgins
PO BOX 405

MARMORA, NJ 08223-0405
SquirrelOCNJ@aol.com

Deadline for submission is May 16, 2022

AD orders can be sent by USPS mail or email (preferred method). If emailing please send in
word doc (please no pdf’s) and photos or artwork in jpg format. If you would like a booklet
sent to you in the mail, after the Encampment, please include $2.00 for shipping.

Have your page in COLOR this year

Cost of ADs

Full Page - $40.00 Black - $50.00 Color
Half Page - $25.00 Black - $30.00 Color
Quarter Page - $15.00 Black - $20.00 Color
Eight Page - $10.00 Black - $15.00 Color
Patron — one line - $5.00



mailto:SquirrelOCNJ@aol.com

o __\, Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic

C e Department of Pennsylvania
June 16-19, 2022

Meal Order Form
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Friday and Saturday, June 17-18, 2022 Lunch

Dell Lunch Buffet includes:
Soup of the day, Pasta Salad
Ham, Turkey, Roast Beef Dell Meats and Swiss, American, Provolone Chesses
Towatoes, Pickles, Lettuce, Potato Chips and Artisan Bread and Roll Assortiment Coffee,
lce Tea and Water anol Dessert

Friday Lunch - number of meals x $21.00 =

Saturday Lunch - number of meals x $21.00 =

Saturday, June 18, 2022 Evening Banquet

ALL dinners arve served with: Tossed Salad, Rolls and Butter, Green Bean Almondine
and Twice Baked Potato and Carvot Cake,
Coffee, tced Tea and wWater

(Total meal cost includes; entrée, dessert, tax and service charge)

Bruschetta Chicken number of meals x $27.00 =

Panko breaded chicken breast topped with basil, tomato, parmesan, mozzarella and onion salad

Baseball Cut Sirloin number of meals x $34.00 =
8 ounce with garlic butter chip

Cheese Tortellini number of meals x $22.00 =

Tossed in a pesto cream sauce with fresh spinach and red peppers

Make checks payable to PA DUVCW
Mail check & order form to: Sharon Harkcom, PO Box 33, Cairnbrook, PA 15924

Number of meals (all 3) - Total enclosed -




PRE REGISTRATION FORM

Department of Pennsylvania
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Annual Encampment

Camp No: Date:

Brother:

Address:

City: State:  Zip:

I am a member in good standing in this camp
and my rank in the Order is:

CinC PCinC DC
PDC CC PCC
Attending as: Delegate Alternate

Pre-Registration fee is $7.00 by 6/8/2022
$10.00 at Encampment

Make check payable to: PA Dept., SUVCW

And send to: Secretary/Treasurer: Rob
Koenigsberg 504 Prospect St.
Portage, PA 15946
814-244-0899
rkoenigsberg3@gmail.com

CREDENTIAL CARDS

If your intention is to make either the Department Encampment in June 2022 or the National
Encampment in August 2022, please make sure you obtain a signed card before making either event.

The Credential Card for the Department Encampment can be obtained from your Camp Secretary and
must be filled out fully so that you have the right to participate during the business meetings and vote.

The Credential Card for the National Encampment must be filled out fully and signed by the
Department Secretary before you are able to participate. So please contact your Camp Secretary or
Camp Commander and he can obtain these for you from the Department.

The form for the Credential Card is located on the National web site under forms. This is a printable
form right off of the site. The site is www.sucvw.org

Please make every effort to have these filled out correctly as it makes it easier for those who do the
registration to help you..........



Appomattox Luncheon 2022

Hosted by Isaac Eaton Camp No. 504

April 9, 2022 @ 12 Noon

Hoss’s Restaurant
located near the Outlet Mall at
1948 Leesburg Grove City Rd

Grove City, PA 16127

Come join the Brothers of the Western Camps of the Pennsylvania Department for a great
opportunity to socialize with old friends and meet new members of the Sons. Luncheon is
open to wives, Daughters of Union Veterans, and other Allied Orders. Presentations, free
raffles and door prizes will be given away.

This is a great opportunity to kick off the Spring events for the different Camps of the Sons
of Union Veterans 2022. To Register please email Isaac Eaton Camp No. 504 at

bennett6305@yahoo.com or call 724-372-0710 by April 4th, 2022




