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2021 Å DEPARTMENT OFFICERS Å 2022 
 

 

Commander ................................ John Gipson, PCC 

  

Sr Vice Commander ............ Dane A. DiFebo, PCC 

  

Jr Vice Commander .. William E. Fischer, Jr., PCC 

  

Secretary/Treasurer  .. Robert J. Koenigsberg, PCC 

  

Council Member............... Ivan E. Frantz, Jr., PDC 

  

Council Member................ John M. McNulty, PDC 

  

Council Member...................... Gregory Kline, PDC 

 

Chief of Staff .................... Richard Essenwein, PDC 

  

Patriotic Instructor  .............. Steven Johnston, PCC 

  

Chaplain ................................ Clark R. Brocht, PCC 

 

Guide ........................................ Josh McMillin, PCC 

 

Guard ...................................................... Steve Indan 

 

Graves Registration ... William E. Fischer, Jr. PCC 

  

Historian  .................................. Gregory Kline, PDC 

 

Counselor ......................... Richard Essenwein, PDC 

 

Signals Officer ....................................... Kevin Kuhn  

 

Eagle Scout Coordinator  .......... Don Houston, PCC 

 

GAR Highway Officer  ......... Dane A. DiFebo, PCC 

  

CW Memorials Officer  .......... Eric Schminke, PDC 

 

 

Dept Chaplain Clark Brocht Honored 
 

  Brother Clark Brocht was recognized by National 

Chaplain Jerry Kowalski at the National Encampment 

in St. Louis with the Chaplain William Corby 

Award  for outstanding service. DC John Gipson 

accepted the award and later presented it to Brother 

Brocht at a Mount Union Church Camp 502 meeting.  

 
DC Gipson presenting Corby Award to Brother Brocht 

 

  Although delayed due to the pandemic, the PA Dept 

received the Under 40 Award (most new members 

under the age of 40) for 2019-2020 from PCinC Ed 

Norton. Brothers, letôs put some effort here to reclaim 

the award by recruiting younger members! 

 

 
DC Gipson accepting the Under 40 Award from PCinC Norton 



 
  Also at the National Encampment, Gen John F. 

Hartranft Camp 15 was recognized with the Horace 

Greeley Award for best camp website; Brother David 

Demmy accepted the award from CinC Brian Pierson, 

with CC Vern Stout presenting it to webmaster David 

Demmy, Jr., at the campôs annual holiday party. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Huzzah, Huzzah, Huzzah! to our award recipients! 

 

For those who have never, or not recently, attended a 

national encampment, this is your opportunity to be 

part of the process.  Although most of our Orderôs 

work is performed at the local camp level, your PA 

Dept needs more representation to help influence 

national-level proceedings. Please consider attending 

the next National Encampment in Grand Rapids MI. 
 

 
PA Dept 2021 National Encampment Contingent 

l-r, David Demmy Jr, David Demmy, Bill Fischer, DC John Gipson, 

with CinC Mike Paquette (a PA Dept dual member) 

 

 
 

UPCOMING 2022 EVENTS 

Apr 9, Appomattox Luncheon 

Hossôs Restaurant, Grove City PA 

Apr 16, Lincoln Tomb Observance 

Springfield IL 

May 21, A.P. Davis Remembrance 

Pittsburgh PA 

May 30, Memorial Day  

Take time to honor our Boys in Blue 

Jun 16-19, PA Department Encampment 

Genetti Hotel, Williamsport PA 

Aug 11-14, National Encampment 

Grand Rapids MI  

 

In Memoriam  Å 2021 

Harry Lamb, Searfoss Camp 273 

Keith Rodgers, Gobin Camp 503 

Joseph McShane, Crawford Camp 43 

PCinC Richard Orr Remembered 

 Davis * Camp held a remembrance service for late 

camp brother and PCinC Rich Orr at the Orr family 

plot in Christ Our Redeemer Cemetery, Pittsburgh. 

Brother Orr led a life of service, most notably to the 

SUVCW and the Boy Scouts of America. He 

mentored many Brothers across the Order, who 

continue to appreciate Richôs coaching and friendship. 
 

 

           PCinCs Shaw, Wheeler and Pahl with CinC Mike Paquette 

 Besides many PA Dept Brothers and Allied Orders 

Sisters, the service was attended by three PCinCs and 

current CinC Mike Paquette, who presented an 



 
SUVCW flag to Brother Orrôs mother, Bernadette, 

while family members looked on approvingly. 
 

 
 

The service was a worthy conclusion for a life well 

lived and reflects great credit upon PCinC Orr, the 

SUVCW, PA Department, and Davis * Camp/Aux. 
 

 
              Honor Guard Salute 

         ASUVCW Pres Barb Indan and 

         DC John Gipson present wreath 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Searfoss Camp Honors Namesake 

Brothers from Joel Searfoss Camp 273 conducted a 

re-dedication ceremony to honor their namesake with 

a new headstone. 

Pvt Searfoss was a 40-year-old substitute who joined 

Co H 50th PA Inf on 8 March 1865. Although only 

serving in the closing moments of the war, he served, 

and served with honor. 

Listed as a ñlaborerò in  

censuses, he was an ordinary  

man among many such men 

who answered the call. Huzzah! 

   PDC McNulty and Brothers at Trinity 

       Lutheran Church Cemetery, Bangor PA 

 

 

                                                               

 
 

A. P. Davis Mausoleum Rededication 
     

After several years of planning and hard work, Davis 

* Camp and its Auxiliary rededicated the restored 

mausoleum of SUVCW founder Augustus Plummer 

(A. P.) Davis in Allegheny Cemetery, Pittsburgh. CC 

Lowell Alcorn, DC 

John Gipson, CinC 

Mike Paquette, and 

ASUVCW Dept Pres 

Barb Indan provided 

remarks, and the camp 

presented a certificate 

of appreciation to the 

cemetery for support 

of the restoration effort.  

The mausoleum, with its stones beginning to 

separate, was in danger of damage without immediate 



 
repair and loss of an irreparable treasure of the Order. 

Huzzah to Davis * Camp and Auxiliary for its action! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembrance Day, Gettysburg 

The weather was excellent, participants were eager 

to keep green the memory of our Boys in Blue, 

banners sailed in the breeze, and a large crowd was 

ready for a parade! It almost felt normal. 

The Sons of Veterans Reserve-sponsored ceremony 

at the Albert Woolson Grand Army of the Republic 

Monument in Zieglerôs Woods at Gettysburg National 

Military Park included remarks, donations to the park 

monument fund, and 

commemorative wreath 

laying by the Allied 

Orders, including our 

PA DC John Gipson. 

Isaac Eaton Camp 

504ôs Honor Guard  

well represented the 

PA Department at 

Remembrance Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

               PA Dept Honor Guard from Isaac Eaton Camp 504 

              Dept Patriotic Instructor Steven Johnston carries the Colors 
 

 
 

Anna M. Ross Camp 1 

ñBrothers Dayò Remembrance 

  Carpenterôs Mate Thomas Kingston, USN, was 

remembered by members of Anna Ross Camp 1, the 

Allied Orders, and Philadelphiaôs GAR Museum and 

Library, with many descendants in attendance. The 

camp honor guardôs firing reverberated across the 

cemetery, as did their loud Huzzahs while surrounding 

the grave site. 

 


