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Alfred C. Carty, Commanding
Robert C. Shaffer, Editor

From the Department Commander:
Greetings Brothers and Sisters of the Allied Orders,
I hope everyone is doing well and that you enjoyed the holidays. The Pennsylvania
Department is starting out the New Year in better shape than last year. All Camp suspensions
have been lifted and only one Camp is still waiting on the IRS to finish it's paperwork.
The next big task for the Camps is to update their by-laws with the new IRS language per
General Order No. 18 of 2018. This must be completed by 31 May 2019. This will get all of the
Camps in compliance with current IRS regulations and we will be able to apply for 501(c)3
status for the Department and the Camps. Only a handful of Camps have completed the updates
so far. We must get this done so please do not delay, time is getting short.
I marched in the Remembrance Day parade again this past year with other Brothers from
Pennsylvania. It was a nice sunny day unlike last year. The W. S. Hancock Society invited us to
participate in a Hands Across the Wall ceremony at the Angle and we gladly went over to
participate just like our ancestors did in 1938. The parade was under threat again this year but
everything went smoothly thanks to the SVR leadership, Parade Marshalls, and local law
enforcement did a fantastic job keeping everyone safe.
Our next Department Encampment will be in Valley Forge and will mark the 140th
anniversary of the Cadet Corps. This Encampment will also be going back to the 2-day business
meeting format. Every Camp should send a representative.
The next National Encampment will be in Independence, Ohio which should be within
driving distance for most our Pennsylvania Brothers, so if you've ever wanted to attend one now
is your chance!
Camp Patriotic instructor reports were not completed by all Camps last year. This is
something that needs to be taken more seriously as this report creates data that we send to the
IRS showing that we are doing the work of our Order.
In the last issue of the "Battle Cry" I reported that I had lost three family members. This year
I am happy to say that I have five new ones! One of my first cousins had his first son and thanks
to Ancestry DNA I found a long lost uncle who was adopted out over 50 years ago and who is
married and has two children of his own.
Last but not least I would like to thank Brother Howard Wolfe PDC, our signals officer, for
his years of service in this office. Brother Howard has worked tirelessly for the Department and
is looking to move on. If any Brother would like to take over this office please contact me.
In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty,
Alfred C. Carty

FROM THE EDITOR:
Commander and Fellow Brothers,
I would first like to take this opportunity to thank all of you that have submitted to this
year’s annual Department Newsletter, “The Battle Cry of Freedom.” The support I’ve been
given from the Camps is great, but we must get more Camps to get involved. Last year I had
articles from eleven (11) Camps and this year we are down to nine (9) Camps.
Anything and everything your Camp does IS IMPORTANT. We, as a Department, need
to spread the word out to all the others about what we are and what we do each year.
Please try your best to make a file on what you do (articles, pictures, etc.) and keep this
for the upcoming year. This way it is easier for you to share with the rest of the Department.
There is nothing too small to share.
Also, if you have a Ladies Auxiliary and have events with them, please ask them to share
their stories and pictures with us as well. They are always welcome to submit articles.
As always, my deadline for submissions is January 15th of the New Year (2020). I hope
to hear from you this year!
Yours in F, C, and L,
Robert C. Shaffer
Editor

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
PA Department Secretary/Treasurer
322 A-Frame Road, Ebensburg, PA 15931
814-244-0899
rkoenigsberg3@gmail.com
Brothers of the Pennsylvania Department:
As a reminder, I wanted to make everyone aware of the items that need to be submitted for the new year:
1. All Camps need to submit in duplicate, their FORM 22 – Certification of Election and Installation of Camp
Officers. This needs to be submitted to me by February 15. If it is not on my desk or post marked by then your
camp will be suspended, please do not ask for an extension, for it will not be granted, I only have one month to
get everything on those forms entered into a spreadsheet and submitted to national. I need to have that done and
submitted to National Organization no later than March 15th. Also, when submitting Form 22 please submit a
copy of your camp roster and most recent 990, (ez), (n), or whichever 990 you submit to the IRS. I must have a
copy of this as proof that you are current with IRS. If you are waiting for your paperwork to come back from
IRS for Re-instatement of your EIN status, please send a copy of that.
2. All Camps need to submit in duplicate their camp roster and FORM 27 – Camp Annual Report. This needs
to be submitted to me by April 30. If it is not on my desk or post marked by then your camp will be suspended,
please do not ask for an extension, for it will not be granted, I only have one month to get everything on those
forms entered into a spreadsheet and submitted to national. I need to have that done, sent to the Department
Commander for his signature and submitted to National Organization no later than May 31th. Due to the
amount of information that I need to check and update with this submittal as well as being scheduled for
shoulder surgery in March please have this to me as early as possible.
I would also like to thank everyone for their assistance, and remind you that I am here to assist you if you need
help.
Yours in F, C, L
Robert J. Koenigsberg
PA Dept. SUVCW – Secretary/Treasurer
Col. Jacob M. Campbell Camp #14
SUVCW – Dept. of PA – Johnstown, PA
Camp Commander

DAVIS * - PITTSBURGH, PA

On April 21, 2018, the Davis * Camp and John T. Crawford Camp #43 performed a memorial service for
Department of Maryland, Past Department Commander, Kenneth D. Hershberger. Brother Ken was originally a
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania resident who moved to Maryland for employment. Brother Ken was an enthusiastic
scholar of the Civil War, was a member of James A. Garfield Camp #1 and ascended the Maryland Department
ladder to Department Commander. After retirement, Brother Ken came back to Pittsburgh to be with and help
family. At that point, Brother Ken attended Davis * meetings where he provided valued mentoring and
friendship to old and new camp members alike. Brother Ken’s memorial service was attended by Department
of Chesapeake Aide-de-Camp/Adjutant and PCC Brian Horgan who was much honored to provide his former
Camp Brother and Department Commander the SUVCW departed members’ service. Brother Horgan also had
the honor of placing a wreath and SUVCW flag holder and flag at the recently set headstone of PDC
Hershberger.

On October 13, 2018, members of Davis * Camp and John T. Crawford Camp #43 attended a Civil War lecture
hosted by the Andrew Carnegie Free Library, at the site of the Captain Thomas Espy Post 153 of the GAR,
located in the library building. The library has developed a Civil War Lecture Series funded by a charitable
trust donation. The Series provides the public and Camp members with education and entertainment and the
Camp with an opportunity to meet “potential” recruits. This day, the lecture featured Mr. Kenneth J. Serfass
who portrayed General Ulysses S. Grant. The forum was that of a conversation centering on Grant’s
relationship with President Lincoln, with Grant engaging with the audience and answering questions relevant to
the subject. The lecture was well attended, receiving a very hearty round of applause. PA PDC Richard
Essenwein and PCC Tim Ryan are pictured with General Grant.

On October 28, 2018, PCC Tim Ryan, Davis * Camp presented the Eagle Scout certificate to Troop 338 Boy
Scout Thomas John Rechtorik. For Thomas’ Eagle project, Thomas and his Troop built an inspiring Civil War
memorial for Birmingham Cemetery, founded 1888. The memorial includes a 12x12-cement pad, flagpole,
benches, shrubbery and a large granite monument. The monument’s full front face bears the Gettysburg
Address on a bronze plaque placed above additional words to express honor to all Civil War veterans and the
veterans of all U.S. wars. The memorial provides cemetery visitors a solemn place to rest and reflect. Pictured
with the scout is his mother Deborah and PCC Ryan.

CAMP #8 – LT. EZRA S. GRIFFIN - SCRANTON, PA
AND LADIES AUXILIARY #10
At our January meeting On January 20th, awards were given out to Joseph Long Jr. who received the
Commanders Award; Jerry O’Malley received the very first Joseph Long Jr. Award and Department President
and Auxiliary #10 member Susan Mertz received a Certificate of Commendation for her late husband, Harry
Mertz.
On January 23rd, Camp and Auxiliary members
hosted Cub Scout Troop #160 to a presentation
on the Civil War along with a display of
artifacts and stories on the “Boys in Blue.” All
who attended found it interesting and well
informative.
Pictured are Jerry O’Malley and Hal Myers
speaking to the group.
On February 10th, The Lincoln Luncheon was
held in Easton at the Williams Family
Restaurant and was sponsored by Bangor
Camp #273 and Auxiliary #10 of Scranton.
Guest speaker was Ann McMillan, PDP who
spoke on “An Extraordinary Friendship:
Abraham Lincoln and Ephraim Ellsworth.”
Members of Camp #8 and Auxiliary #10 were
in attendance.
Pictured is Joe Long.
On February 20th, a presentation was given by member Bill Fisher on the U.S. Colored Troops at the
Carbondale Library and at the Taylor Community Library.

On March 24th, members of Camp #8 and
Auxiliary #10 hosted Kenneth J. Serfass who
portrayed Ulysses S. Grant and spoke on the
campaign of Vicksburg. Over 100 people
showed up for the lecture and found it
informative and humorous.
Pictured are Kenneth Serfass and Hal Myers.

On April 7th, The Appomattox Luncheon was held at the Oakhurst Grill in Somerset and was hosted by Mt.
Union Church Camp #502 and Auxiliary; along with Susanna Cook Tent #61. Members of Camp #8 and
Auxiliary #10 were in attendance.
On April 21st, The Lincoln Program and
Wreath Lying Ceremony at Nay Aug Park
were attended by many children and members
did a wonderful job. At the Museum, many
artifacts were on display dealing with Lincoln.
It was enjoyed by all.
Camp members in attendance were Jerry
O’Malley, Jim Kobeski, Mark Zurinski, and
Craig Kelly. Auxiliary members are Susan
Mertz, Alana Zurinski and Dorothy Kelly.

On April 29th, The Lincoln Program had Susan Mertz portraying Mary Todd Lincoln. There was also items
from Mrs. Lincoln and the Civil War that was on display. Members spoke to guests about Abraham Lincoln
and Mary Todd Lincoln.
On May 5th, a Flag Detail was done at The
Forest Hill and Dunmore Cemeteries.
Members helped replace American flags on
soldiers’ graves.
Camp members in attendance were Craig
Kelly, Hal Myers and Mark Zurinski.
Auxiliary members were Susan Mertz, Ireland
Myers and Dorothy Kelly (not pictured).
Guest Chris Carty (PA Department
Commander) was also in attendance.
On May 19th, Camp #8 with the support of Auxiliary #10, held their Departed Brothers Ceremony - those who
were honored were: Harry K. Mertz 2017; William E. House 1929; Weigant Pfeiffer 1929; Samuel William H.
Martz 1930; Thomas H. Mead 1930; Thomas Pratt 1930; Irving W. Billings 1931; James C. DeGraw 1931;
Joseph B. LeFrance 1931; C.A. Reeser 1931; Thomas H. Roberts 1931; John O. Unley 1931; Frederick E.
Wilson 1931; Walter D. Evans 1932; Marvin Ruth 1932; Leslie F. Seaver 1932; Charles M. VanGorder 1932;
Stanley Andres 1933; C.W. Colvin 1933; John R. Farr 1933; George H. Zimmerman 1933.
After the Ceremony, Camp #8 member Howard Wolfe presented the Ladies Auxiliary their Past President
Plaque in which President Alana placed on the wall of the Auxiliary room. This lists the past presidents of the
Auxiliary from 1992 (when we reinstated) to the present and will continue to be added to in the years to come.
On May 26th, Department President and Auxiliary #10 member, Susan Mertz attended the re-dedication of the
GAR Memorial with Silas Camp #141. This event was held in Towanda. The tablet was cleaned; a pavilion
was built to cover it and included an artist’s paintings of four views from Bradford County. The ceremony was
beautifully done and attended.

On May 28th, Camp #8 and Auxiliary #10
held their 188th Annual Observance of
Memorial Day Service at the veterans’ plot
in the Dunmore Cemetery with Musical
selections played by the Dunmore Band. Our
guest speaker was Brian Keator. There was
also a special dedication by the GAR
President on a Civil War soldier buried in the
Dunmore Cemetery.
Also, Department President and Auxiliary
#10 member, Susan Mertz laid a wreath for
the fallen Civil War Soldiers in Gettysburg.
There was a parade and ceremony with the
Brigadier General John S. Laskodi.
On June 24th, Members of Camp #8 and Auxiliary #10 attended the Department of Pennsylvania Encampment
in Williamsport and attended the Freedom Road cemetery which was at the USCT Cemetery that the Sons
placed veteran’s grave markers, flags and a wreath. We were told that they believe that there may be as many as
200 United Stated Colored Troops in unmarked graves here. Research will continue and we hope to restore the
cemetery which is suffering from coffin collapse, lack of markers, and a missing monument.

On July 4th, Camp Commander Mark Zurinski
and Giovan Lisi carried the flags at the
ceremony at the Mayor’s 4th of July Ceremony
at Nay Aug Park. Other Camp members in
attendance were: Joe Long and Jerry O’Malley
with Auxiliary #10 members, Alana Zurinski
and Roseann Martinetti.

On July 6th, “An Evening at Ford’s Theater” was held at the Scranton Library on the 2nd floor, a play that was
put on by Auxiliary #10 member, Julie Esty and the Dearly Departed Players. It was a success and was full to
capacity. The play is a dramatic retelling of the events that took place at Ford’s Theater the night President
Abraham Lincoln was assassinated. The play is told in the perspective of the audience, theater performers, and
theater personnel.

On July 7th, Auxiliary #10 was awarded the
Dorothy Kern, PDP Award in recognition of
the greatest amount of charitable giving in the
Pennsylvania Department.

On July 8th, Judy Wolfe (pictured in the
center) received the Marie Tepe Award.

On July 12th, The Presentation of Abraham Lincoln was held at the Green Ridge Senior Center and was given
by Hal Myers and Jerry O’Malley.
On July 23rd, the GAR Museum and Library hosted the Lackawanna County Library with about 40 children
from a middle school day camp. Members conducted a program about the Civil War and the History of
Scranton. It was by all and they had a great time of learning. Hal Myers and Joe Long showed the teachers
some of our Civil War weapons.
On August 26th, Camp #8 and Auxiliary #10 held their fundraiser BBQ at the McDade Park. Funds were raised
for a disabled Auxiliary sister. Three large boxes of canned/non-perishable goods were also donated for St.
Francis of Assisi Kitchen. After the BBQ, members then visited Shirley Reap, our recipient with the donation
raised from our basket raffle ticket sales. She was touched by our generosity.
On September 1st and 2nd, Members of Camp
#8 (Hal Myers, Jerry O’Malley, Jerry
Skotleski, Jim Jones and Bob Shaffer) and
Auxiliary #10 member (Danielle Shaffer) ran a
table at Steamtown’s Railfest. We were given
Certificate for our participation. There was an
increased interest in the display of artifacts and
inquiries of the GAR/SUVCW.
Pictured are Hal Myers and Bob Shaffer

On September 15th, Secretary Shaffer was
given the Joseph Long Jr. Award for his
continual dedication and support as Secretary
of Camp #8 for the past 29 years. Pictured
with him are (L-R: Past Auxiliary #10
President and member Danielle Shaffer, His
wife, Jean, Auxiliary #10 member and his
grand-daughter, Larissa Ellsworth and her
mother Mallory (Bob’s youngest daughter.)
Jim Jones was also honored with a Certificate
of Appreciation for his continued diligence as
the Eagle Scout Coordinator.

On September 18th a John Wilkes Booth Presentation was given at the Green Ridge Senior Center by Hal
Myers.
On September 29th, Susan Mertz’s Testimonial Dinner was held in Wilkes-Barre at the Holiday Inn Express.
On October 7th and 14th, Camp #8 and
Auxiliary #10 members hosted a table at the
Departed Players Program at the Dunmore
Cemetery. We had much people interested
with our displays.
Camp members in attendance were Jerry
O’Malley, Joe Long, Dale Keklock and Mark
Zurinski. Auxiliary members were Alana
Zurinski and Roseann Martinetti.

On November 12th, Department President and
Auxiliary #10 member Susan Mertz along with
Brother Don attended a Veterans Day Service
in Wilson Borough, PA Hundreds of
schoolchildren lined the boulevard to show
respect to the veterans.

Also on this day was the Remembrance Day Parade that was held in Gettysburg. Camp member, Giovan Lisi
carried our Camp flag.

On December 7th, Commander Jim Jones attended an
Eagle Scout Ceremony, awarding awards to Andrew
Erricio and Josh Budd of Troop #174 in Dingman’s
Ferry.

CAMP #34 – GENERAL JAMES GARFIELD - MOUNT CARMEL, PA
After a lengthy process, the Garfield Camp is back in good graces with the Department and the SUVCW.
Carrying on a tradition that was started by Mount Carmel’s Burnside Post #92, GAR, the Camp decorated the
graves of nearly 200 Civil War and Spanish-American War veterans buried in six local cemeteries in
Northumberland and Columbia Counties for the Memorial Day holiday.
On Memorial Day, the Camp held a service at the grace of Morgan Davis at the Mount Carmel Cemetery as part
of the activities that day. Davis served as a corporal in Company I, 7th Pennsylvania Cavalry.
The Mount Carmel Area Joint Veterans’ Committee’s monthly “Changing of the Color” flag ceremony on May
13th in honor of Civil War veteran James Monroe Seitzinger, a Sergeant in Company G, 116th Regiment,
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. Seitzinger received the Medal of Honor for seizing the colors after the color
bearer was shot and led the charge against Confederate forces during the Battle of Cold Harbor on June 3rd,
1864.
The Camp has 20 Brothers (17 in which are Members, 1 Associate and 2 Juniors) and is the oldest veteran
affiliated organization in Mount Carmel. Commander David Berezovske also serves as Secretary in the Joint
Veterans’ Committee. The Commander also attended the 138th Department Encampment in Williamsport on
June 23rd.

Commander Berezovske presented a SUVCW Eagle
Scout Commendation Certificate and patch to Timothy
M. Glowatski who is a member of the BSA Troop
#174 of Mount Carmel on March 11th in Mount
Carmel following the “Changing of the Colors” flag
ceremony for his grandfather Raymond Moncavage.
Also pictured is Timothy’s mother Sandra Facer.

Kade M. Heckel, a member of BSA Troop #172
received his SUVCW Eagle Scout Commendation
Certificate and patch from Commander Berezovske at
his Court of Honor at the Hughesville Public Library
on May 19th. Heckel is a direct descendent from the
Civil War veteran James Martin who served as a
Private in Company E, 93rd Regiment, Pennsylvania
Volunteer Infantry.

Receiving his SUVCW Eagle Scout
Commendation and patch from
Commander Berezovske is Jason H.
Zeuch, a member of BSA Troop
#44 of Pine Grove Mills. The
presentation was made on July 7th at
his Court of Honor at the Ferguson
Township Lions Club. Both
Berezovske and Zeuch are direct
descendents of Civil War veteran
Enoch Shuda who served as a
Private in Company K, 46th
Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteer
Infantry.

CAMP #101 – BAKER FISHER – HATBORO, PA
Baker Fisher Camp #101 was well represented at their 2018 Memorial Day visit to Montgomery Cemetery
located in Montgomery County, PA. Brothers provided the honor guard for the ceremony paying tribute to
Union Generals Winfield Scott Hancock and Medal of Honor recipient John Frederick Hartranft. In addition,
rose petals and flags were placed throughout the cemetery on other Civil War veterans by the brothers.

Under the command of Captain Michael Peter Baker-Fisher members step off during Montgomery Cemetery
services on Memorial Day. Rear Rank; Brother Reginald Wirth; Center rank left to right; Brothers Dan
Gargel, Rob Clare, Alfred Farr, John McNulty, Peter Romeika and Ander Massinger. Front rank left to
right; Brothers Glenn Roedel, David Daniel David Ashcroft, Walt Lafty and Steven Worthington. Not
pictured but in attendance William Massinger.

Baker Fisher Camp #101 members also
attended the 100th anniversary Langhorne
Memorial Day Parade held in Langhorne
Borough sponsored by the Jessie Soby Post
#141 of the VFW on May 31, 2018. Brother
Glenn Roedel is riding “OZ” who was donated
for the parade by Ms. Lisa Bowman.

Baker Fisher Camp #101 paid tribute on June 6, 2018 to Private Charles K. Mest, 174th PA infantry at beautiful
Hill Church in Boyertown, PA. Private Brothers provided a full ritual ceremony and placing of the veteran
marker at the grave site. Private Mest is the ancestor of Brother Glenn Roedel.

Front Row Kneeling left to right; Brothers Glenn Roedel, Ander Massinger, William Massinger, Mike Peter,
Walt Lafty, Dan Gargel. Standing left to right; Brothers John McNulty, Reginald Wirth, David Daniel,
David Ashcroft, Rob Clare.
Baker Fisher Camp #101 held a Headstone dedication for Private Robert Robinson of the Unions 73rd PA
Volunteers Co. B on September 29, 2018 at Ivy Hill Cemetery. Private Robinson was a veteran of many battles
including Gettysburg; he is the ancestor of Brothers William and Ander Massinger.

Front row Kneeling left to right; Brothers Ander Massinger, Walt Lafty. Standing left to right; Brothers
Reginald Wirth, William Meehan, Larry Good, William Massinger, Dave Daniel, Glenn Roedel, Dave
Ashcroft, Steven Worthington, Robert Clair, Al Farr.

Baker Fisher Camp #101 attended the annual Langhorne Harvest Fair on October 29, 2018. Working with the
69th Pennsylvania Infantry reenactors many demonstrations of marching and firing were presented to the public.
In addition, craft and Philadelphia GAR Museum items were sold with all proceeds going the Philadelphia GAR
museum. A raffle for a donated handmade lighted soldiers’ wreath was held and awarded by the camp to Ms.
Brenda Skeels of Langhorne. Proceeds of the raffle sales went directly to the GAR museum in Philadelphia.

From left to right; Brothers Glenn Roedel, William Massinger and Ander Massinger. Not pictured but in
attendance, David Daniel, Dave Ashcroft, William Meehan.
Baker Fisher Camp #101 `attended the annual George Meade birthday celebration on New Years’ Eve 2018 at
Laurel Hill Cemetery in Philadelphia, PA. The honor guard was provided by the brothers along with
representatives of many different civil war organizations including The Meade Society who sponsors the event,
The U.S. Colored Troops (USCT) and the Daughters of Union Veterans who were also well represented.

Front; Brother Mike Peter. 1st Rank from left; Brother Glenn Roedel, 4th from left Brother Walt Lafty.

Brother David Daniel (Sgt.) pictured on the right. Not pictured are Brothers Ander and William Massinger
who were also in attendance.

CAMP #141 – PVT. SILAS GORE – BRADFORD COUNTY, PA
“LAST MAN STANDING”
By Kurt D. Lafy, Camp Commander

Several years ago the Sons of Union Veterans camps received a request to locate the last Civil
War soldier burial site in our camp’s sphere of influence. As our Private Silas Gore Camp #141
of the Pennsylvania Department was, at that time, engaged in construction of a pavilion to
protect one of our local Civil War monuments, we tabled the request. Once we cleared our self
imposed obstacle of the rededication of the monument in late May of 2018, we began our search
for the last soldier in earnest. While it is believed we have located our soldier, we have yet to
conclude our efforts. The following is the rationale and methodology we have chosen to employ
along with a few bumps in the road we experienced.
Following our Memorial Day rededication and during the remaining monthly meetings of 2018,
we talked at length about how the process should be undertaken. Many worthwhile thoughts and
ideas flowed around the meeting room. One realization, which was determined as paramount,
immediately came forth. Because it was realized the difficulty in finding and thereafter deciding
that a soldier was “the one” was ripe with blatant chance for error, we felt compelled to pledge
ourselves to fidelity towards history. In an effort to achieve this goal, we would strive to use
“source” materials. You may ask what they are. Original documents are the easiest answer,
NOT reprints. Why is that so important? While even source materials could have clerical errors,
they may be all that can be found and, therefore, must fall into the “most reliable” category, as
the duplication of the information from such source materials multiplies the chances for error,
hence the need to utilize source materials. As well, we would strive to find numerous sources
testifying to each soldier’s burial facts, as the reliance upon one single basis would not decrease
the odds for error. It also became evident that, despite our best efforts, the recording of a soldier

as the last one could end up not being correct since there could someone local who was never
recorded or a soldier from an adjoining county buried within Bradford County that was never
noted. Regardless, we would forge ahead, as there is only so much one can do.
Here in Bradford County, in the northeast part of the state, we are extremely lucky in having a
wealth of materials and historical documents from which we could glean information. One such
source should be available to every county within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, thanks to
a 1935 Works Project Administration’s effort to chronicle every American veteran’s burial
location. To create jobs in the depressed American economy, President Roosevelt’s WPA hired
workers to scour the graveyards of our nation and record the resting place of all veterans of all
wars. The result of this particular project, at least in Pennsylvania, was the creation of a
Veterans’ Office on a county level. They would host the records and make them available for
the public. In addition to the Veterans’ Office records, locally we have a very organized and
extremely well run Bradford County Historical Society that maintains source materials regarding
veteran burial records. Then too is the collection of old newspapers and various family source
materials. Also, we are blessed to have a book titled, “The Boys in Blue.” It contains a listing of
every Civil War soldier enlisted from Bradford County. Perhaps one of our most valued
resources is one of our very own. Enter Steve Hall, a brother and our Camp Secretary and
Treasurer. He, along with his son Ethan, had already researched near 750 graves and had
collected obituaries for many of them! Armed with such, and while knowing our task seemed
daunting, we are confident hard work and perseverance will carry us through. We additionally
realize, since our camp meets monthly, the project could take several years. So be it.
So where did we started. We first received a computer print out of the burial records from the
Veterans’ Office and ran a cursory check. The listing held circa 3000 names. It became
apparent, due to the numerous clerical errors, which we believed were transcription errors, that
much of the listing could not be deemed as reliable. Since our guiding light was fidelity to
history, it occurred to our camp that ALL Civil War burials in our county should be reviewed!
Yes, we certainly did increase our workload but, as the Sons of Union Veterans are charged with
preserving Civil War history, to correct the Veterans’ Office records certainly fits within our
domain. Next, we decided to get started. Our next monthly meeting would be held in a
cemetery! We randomly chose and took all the veteran records for Wysox Cemetery and did an
actual survey. It took two monthly meetings to complete due to the size of the cemetery. As
expected, while the majority of resting places were found, not all the graves could be located.
Some stones were missing, others broken. Some stones could not be read very easily. And,
there was always the Potters Field section with no stones at all. We did take pictures of each that
we found and plan to retain the pictures for posterity (more on this later). The information was
to be compiled for later inclusion in a master list.
Appearing on our horizon was the realization that new technology was available to earmark the
exact location of any grave within three feet! Our County Planning and Mapping could help us
with GPS tracking. They have devised an APP which allows for establishing the GPS location
of any given point, photographing it and typing in numerous details. Unfortunately for us, we
had already surveyed one cemetery, which would have to be redone. (Let us just call that a
bump in the road.) The beauty of this system is that anyone can access all the recorded
information. So, the Private Silas Gore Camp plans to make this information available to John

Q. Public so that anyone, from anywhere, who is in search of their ancestor’s grave, can “enter”
our research and find what we have placed there. And with the recording of GPS coordinates,
they could use Google Maps, or any other mapping system, to get directions, which will lead
them to within arm’s length of their forefather’s grave. Admittedly, we have the bulk of our
work cut out for us still. Regardless, knowing the fortitude of our local membership, it will
move steadily along.
Let us finish with the original charge of who we believe was our last man. On April 22, 1942,
John Horton Teeter, born October 25, 1847, slipped into the afterlife of the eternal campground.
He had enlisted in Company K of the 97th Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers March 1, 1865
at the age of 17. Mr. Teeter mustered out the next August. While the war would shortly be
over, thus perhaps sparing his life, he must still be considered a veteran of that war. Upon
returning home, he employed himself as a farmer and stone mason. It was noted that he laid all
the stone walls at his farm and for his barn. Private J.H. Teeter passed while at his daughter’s
home and was laid to rest in the Teeter family cemetery, Evergreen, Bradford County,
Pennsylvania, USA. His passing was written about in the Canton, Pennsylvania’s IndependentSentinel newspaper, which mentioned he was buried the next Saturday. It further declared Mr.
Teeter to be a Civil War veteran thus vaulting him into the “Last Man Standing” seat, at least for
the time being, as the article did not say he was the very last veteran.
It is our hope that the information provided here may serve to assist any other Department of
Pennsylvania camp with forging ahead on the “Last Man Standing” project. We realize that the
Private Silas Gore Camp #141 is located in an area that is not densely populated, which will
make our task less daunting than some other camp’s locations, but also believe our methods
could be utilized to ensure that our pledge of fidelity to history reaches fruition. Should anyone
seek additional information, please visit our SilasGoreCamp.org website or contact our camp at
Commander@SilasGoreCamp.org.

CAMP #149 – SGT. JONES BRADBURY – MEDIA/WEST CHESTER, PA

Brother Bob McGonigle of Sgt. Jones Bradbury Camp #149 awarding a Junior ROTC award on May 11th.

CAMP #273 – JOEL SEARFOSS – BANGOR, PA
The following pictures were taken at the Eagle Scout Court of Honor.

Donald Houston, PCC presenting a Eagle Scout
Commendation to Tyler Prehl

Donald Houston, PCC pictured with new
Eagle Scout Tyler Prehl

Donald Houston, PCC pictured with Tyler
and brother Max presenting Eagle Scout
Commendation.
Donald Houston, PCC and Max are
descended from a Civil War veteran

CAMP #502 – MT. UNION CHURCH – ROCKWOOD, PA
As always, the Camp had a busy year in 2018, with monthly meetings, and a lot of educational programming,
both for members and for the public. Some of our highlights are listed below:

SUVCW member Kenneth Williams presented a
program on March 18th on the 11th Pennsylvania
Volunteer Regiment and the well-known mascot,
Sallie Ann Jarrett. Several of our members’ ancestors
served in the 11th Infantry. The public was invited.

We honored several veterans on May 20th in Beam’s Cemetery located in Jenner Township, Somerset, PA – by
reading their biographies and lying wreaths.

The Appomattox Luncheon was held near Somerset on
April 7th, with members from all over the state. U.S.
Grant re-enactor, Kenneth Serfass provided a living
history program.

The Department Encampment was held in
Williamsport in June and members did some service
between meetings – cleaned and honored U.S. Colored
Troop members buried in the Freedom Road
Cemetery.

The Camp went on the road on September 16th for a
tour of Emanuel Episcopal Church and Fort
Cumberland in Cumberland, MD. It’s amazing to find
this fine church with three sets of Tiffany windows
built on top of the entrenchments of a French and
Indian War Fort. It is thought that the entrenchments
were used in an Underground Railroad Station by a
former slave.

CAMP #504 – ISAAC EATON – MERCER, PA
The Brothers of the Isaac Eaton Camp #504
remembered the 150th Anniversary of
Memorial Day by re-dedicating the Civil War
Monument of the May’s Post #22 in Franklin,
PA. The solders’ monument is surrounded by
graves of the Civil War Veterans from the
City of Franklin.
Brothers who attended were: (from right to
left): Steve Johnson, PCC; Mark Matson;
Timothy L. Bennett, PCC; Doug Cook;
Edward Schneider; John Tenney, PCC; Jerry
Stumpff II; Richard Grossman; Joel Black,
PCC; Gerald Stumpff; and Bret Schweinfurth.

PRE REGISTRATION FORM
Department of Pennsylvania
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Annual Encampment
Camp No:________Date:_____________
Brother:___________________________
Address:___________________________
City:____________State:_____Zip:_______
I am a member in good standing in this camp and
my rank in the Order is:
_____CinC
_____PDC

_____PCinC
_____CC

_____DC
_____PCC

Attending as ____delegate ____alternate
Pre-Registration fee is $7.00 by 6/20/2019
$10.00 at Encampment
Make check payable to: PA Dept., SUVCW
And send to: Secretary/Treasurer:
Rob Koenigsberg
322 A-Frame Rd.
Ebensburg, PA 15931
814-244-0899
rkoenigsberg3@gmail.com
Credential Cards
If your intention is to make either the Department Encampment in June 2019 or the
National Encampment in August 2019, please make sure you obtain a signed card before making
either event.
The Credential Card for the Department Encampment can be obtained from your Camp
Secretary and must be filled out fully so that you have the right to participate during the business
meetings and vote.
The Credential Card for the National Encampment must be filled out fully and signed by
the Department Secretary before you are able to participate. So please contact your Camp
Secretary
or Camp Commander and he can obtain these for you from the Department.
The form for the Credential Card is located on the National web site under forms. This is
a printable form right off of the site.
The site is www.sucvw.org
Please make every effort to have these filled out correctly as it makes it easier for those
who do the registration to help you……….

LINCOLN LUNCHEON 2019

Our annual Lincoln Luncheon will be hosted by Joel Searfoss Camp #273 of
Bangor and Auxiliary #10 of Scranton. The luncheon will be held on Saturday,
February 9, 2019, 1pm, at the Williams Family Restaurant at 3630 William Penn
HWY in Easton. Directions can be found on their website. From RTEs 78, 22 and 80
Exit onto RT 33 and take the William Penn HWY exit.
Our luncheon will be a buffet with a menu of Virginia Ham, Roast Turkey,
Baked Penne Pasta with marinara sauce and mozzarella, Salad, Mashed Potatoes,
Mixed Vegetables, Bread and Butter, Soda, Coffee or Hot Tea and Dessert. The
price will be $26.00 per person.
Our lecture will be given by Dane Difebo, Camp Commander #273 and
Department Patriotic Instructor, and is the Educational Coordinator for the
National Civil War Museum. His lecture is entitled, “Witnessing Lincoln at
Gettysburg." This presentation will explain how individuals of various ages
received President Lincoln's visit to Gettysburg in November 1863 as well as
interpreted the words of his immortal Gettysburg Address. Recollections of the
events surrounding the visit will be described as they were found in newspaper
articles, personal accounts, diaries, and manuscripts.
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO JOEL SEARFOSS CAMP #273, SUVCW AND SEND TO:
Tom Cadmus 11 Concord Court Easton, PA 18040
_______________________________________________________________
NAME_____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER___________________________________________
NUMBER OF GUESTS_________________X $26.00 pp
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED________________________

Anna M. Ross Auxiliary #1
Auxiliary to Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
And

Anna M. Ross Camp #1
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Philadelphia
Invite you to the Annual
Appomattox Luncheon
Guest of Honor
Margaret Atkinson, PNP
75-year member of ASUVCW
Saturday, April 13, 2019
Crowne Plaza Hotel, King of Prussia, PA
Luncheon will be Buffet-Style
Pre-set Garden Salad with choice of Raspberry Vinaigrette or
Ranch Dressing
Bowtie Pasta with Alfredo Sauce, Sirloin of Beef,
Stuff Chicken, Seasonal Fresh Vegetables
Potatoes, Rolls and Butter
Sheet Cake, Coffee and Assorted Soda
Cost: Adults = $36.00 ~ Children = 24.00
A tribute to Margaret by family, friends and
Brothers and Sisters of the Allied Orders
Hotel Rooms are available on Friday and Saturday night.
For Reservations visit www.cpvalleyforge.com
Mail this form and your check payable to Anna M. Ross, Auxiliary #1, to:
Barbara Indan, 2629 Fillmore Street, Philadelphia, PA 19137
Please remit by April 3, 2019
Number of Adult meals ______ x $36.00
Number of Children meals ______ x $24.00
Name _____________________________ Amount enclosed ___________

APPOMATTOX LUNCHEON
Annual Luncheon:

Saturday, April 6, 2019 12:00 Noon

Oakhurst Grill – Upstairs Banquet Hall, access, rear parking lot
2400 Glades Pike (Route 31)
Somerset, PA 15501
Hosted by Mt Union Church Camp #502 & Auxiliary & Susanna Cook Tent 61
Lunch buffet of chicken, turkey, ham, assorted potatoes and vegetables, salad, rolls, desserts
with beverage included. Price of the luncheon is $22.00 per person.
Program: Music of the Civil War Era: From Battlefield to the Homefront
Presented by Jerry D Clark, a retired Band Director for Albert Gallatin Area School
District, Uniontown, Pa. Jerry is a graduate from the West Virginia University School of Music
with degrees in Percussion Performance, Music Education and Wind Band Conducting.
Jerry now performs with the VFW Post 8543 Band and the American Legion Band Post 400,
both in Fayette County, Pa, is a percussionist for a Swing band, and also plays for several local
high school musicals in the area each year. He serves on the Board of Directors of the WVU
Alumni Band and the Friendship Hill National Historic Site Association. Jerry is also Junior Vice
Commander of Camp #502 this year.
Reservations: Please remit payment no later than Monday April 1, 2019
Payment payable to: Mt Union Church Camp #502
Mail payment & form to Tim Bell, 174 Bellview Lane, Somerset, PA 15501
Directions to Oakhurst Grill, Somerset, Pa
From East: Exit Pa Turnpike 110 (Rt 219 Somerset/Johnstown). Access road to 3rd right on to N.
Center Ave then right on W. Main St (Pa 31/281). Continue on Pa 31 West for about 6 miles to
Oakhurst Grill on left. From West: Exit Pa Turnpike 91 (Pa 711/Donegal) then left on to Pa 31
East for 12.8 miles to Oakhurst Grill on right. Contact: Bob Wrigley 717-475-5451, email
rwrigley@frontiernet.net Please mail the Reservation form below with check.

Appomattox Luncheon Sat April 6, 2019. Mail to Tim Bell, 174 Bellview Lane, Somerset, Pa 15501
Name(s)________________________________________________________________
Pay $22.00 x ___ = Total____________ Check #________ Phone__________________

Department of Pennsylvania
Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the
Republic
Make plans now to attend the annual Convention/Encampment

June 27-30, 2019
Crowne Plaza Philadelphia at King of Prussia
King of Prussia, PA
When making reservations mention:
Grand Army of the Republic
Call the hotel directly at 610-265-7500
Cut off date for reservations is May 28, 2019
The hotel is directly across the street from the King of Prussia Mall and
is about a 30-minute ride into center city Philadelphia

There will be a tour on Thursday, June 27 to Valley Forge Park
Details on the tour and meals are available on separate flyers

Make plans now to attend the weekend.
Come early, or stay a little longer, relax
and enjoy the City of Philadelphia
•

• Liberty Bell
American Revolution Museum
• Constitution Center
• Independence Hall
• Ben Franklin’s Post Office

Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic
Department of Pennsylvania
June 27-30, 2019
Meal Order Form
Friday, June 28, 2019 Lunch
All choices come with coffee, hot tea and soda station and Apple Crumb pie for dessert

Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad

number of meals ______ x $22.00 = _________

Grilled julienne strips of chicken served on top of Romaine lettuce with freshly grated Parmesan cheese and Caesar dressing

Chicken Salad Sandwich

number of meals ______ x $21.00 = _________

Served on Kaiser roll with side salad and potato chips

Italian Hoagie

number of meals ______ x $22.00 = _________

Popular South Philly sandwich prepared with traditional Italian meats & cheeses served on a long hoagie roll with side salad & potato chips

Saturday, June 29, 2019 Lunch
All choices come with coffee, hot tea and soda station and Ice Cream station for dessert

Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad

number of meals ______ x $22.00 = _________

Grilled julienne strips of chicken served on top of Romaine lettuce with freshly grated Parmesan cheese and Caesar dressing

Chicken Salad Sandwich

number of meals ______ x $21.00 = _________

Served on Kaiser roll with side salad and potato chips

Italian Hoagie

number of meals ______ x $22.00 = _________

Popular South Philly sandwich prepared with traditional Italian meats & cheeses served on a long hoagie roll with side salad & potato chips

Saturday, June 29, 2019 Evening Banquet
All choices come with coffee, hot tea and soda station
Dinner includes rolls and butter, seasonal fresh vegetables, and starch accompaniment
Appetizer will be House Salad of assorted greens, dried cranberries with crumbled goat cheese.
Walnuts and Raspberry Vinaigrette dressing will be provided on the side.
Dessert will be a slice of Salted Caramel Cake

Chicken Calvados

number of meals ______ x $43.00 = _________

Panko crusted boneless breast of chicken served with an apple brandy sauce

Portabella Mushrooms

number of meals ______ x $40.00 = _________

Stuffed with goat cheese and spinach

Roasted Prime Rib of Beef

number of meals ______ x $48.00 = _________

Slow roasted choice cut beef served with herb au jus and a horseradish cream sauce

Make checks payable to Department of Pennsylvania – SUVCW
Mail check & order form to: Barbara Indan, 2629 Fillmore Street, Philadelphia, PA 19137
Number of meals - _________ Total enclosed - ____________

Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic
Department of Pennsylvania
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Auxiliary to Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic
Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 1861 – 1865
Woman’s Relief Corp
Please support the 2019 Pennsylvania Encampment/Convention by
purchasing an AD in the Encampment Program Booklet. Your support helps
to ensure that the Site Committee will be able to provide a wonderful
experience for all to enjoy.
Suggestions for your AD can be to honor your Civil War
ancestor, honor a Department or National Officer, or best
wishes to a friend or fellow Allied Order member.

An order for an AD with a check, payable to “PA SUVCW”
and artwork are to be sent to (please note new USPS mailing address):

Ellen Higgins

PO Box 405
Marmora, NJ 08223-0405
SquirrelOCNJ@aol.com
Deadline for submission is May 20, 2019
AD orders can be sent by USPS mail or email (preferred method). If emailing please
send in word doc (please no pdf’s) and photos or artwork in jpg format. If you would
like a booklet sent to you in the mail, after the Encampment, please include $2.00
for shipping.
NEW this year – have your page in COLOR. See additional fee
Cost of AD’s
Full Page - $40.00 Black - $50.00 Color
Half Page - $25.00 Black - $30.00 Color
Quarter Page - $15.00 Black - $20.00 Color
Eight Page - $10.00 Black - $15.00 Color
Patron – one line - $5.00

Department of Pennsylvania
Allied Orders of the Grand
Army of the Republic
2019 Encampment Tour

Thursday, June 27, 2019
1:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Valley Forge National Historic Park
Tour guide, Mike Jessberger, will lead us on
a tour, via bus, of the historic park. Mike is a
Valley Forge Guide and a member of the 28th
PA and Anna M. Ross Camp #1.
The tour will include highlights of the park
and stops at:
•
•
•
•
•

Visitors Center and Museum
New soldiers display at Muhlenberg Huts
National Memorial Arch
Washington’s Headquarters
Washington Memorial Chapel

Cost of the Tour is $18.00. The bus will pick up and drop off the group
from the main entrance of the Crowne Plaza Hotel. Reservations must be
made by May 24, 2019. Cost includes rental of the bus and the tour guide.

Name __________________ Email Address ________________________
Number of tour tickets ________ x $18.00 = ___________ (amount enclosed)
Mail check, payable to: Anna M. Ross Auxiliary #1, and this order form to:
Barbara Indan, 2629 Fillmore Street, Philadelphia, PA 19137

SUVCW Belt buckle
Solid Brass
SUVCW BELT BUCKLE
$30.00 ($26 + $4 S&H each)
Lifetime Guarantee
Fits up to 1 - 3/4 inch Belt
Shipped Priority Mail
Make check or money order payable to:
Gen. John F. Hartranft Camp 15
Send order and payment to:
Scott Debo
144 Race St.
Sunbury, PA 17801
Support this worthwhile fund-raising project by Camp 15. Make great Father’s Day;
Graduation Day; and anytime gifts.
Purchase a brass belt buckle for your grandkids too!
These Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War belt buckles are sold nationwide by Camp
15 of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
Please place your order today for your SUVCW belt buckles!
SUVCW License Plate

Auto License Plate
Aluminum - Full Color SUVCW Badge. Blue Lettering on White Background with Red Border
Send check or money order for $15 (includes S&H) payable to:
Gen. John F. Hartranft Camp 15
Mail to
Greg Kline
205 N. 40th St. Apt. 203
Harrisburg, PA 17111-2271

