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From the Department Commander: 

Pennsylvania Brothers: 

As we enter 2014, I extend to you all my best wishes for a happy, healthy, prosperous 
New Year.    

As we begin our journey wondering with breathless anticipation where the year will lead 
us, it would be prudent to remember the travels of 2013.  Brothers, I can report to you that this 
Department is strong financially and fraternally.  My travels and communications with different 
Camps have once again proven that our Brothers are upholding the spirit and ideals of the 
SUVCW.   

The 2013 Peace Light Ceremony was by all accounts a roaring success.  Our ancestors 
would have been proud.  My only regret was that the National Media did not seem to pay it the 
attention it deserved.  Yes, we have had some periods of difficulty in our travels but I believe, 
they have made us stronger and more prepared to face the future.   The dedication, enthusiasm 
and passion to cause that I have witnessed from all National, Department and Camp Brothers has 
been truly uplifting.   Our Order continues to thrive while operating under an adverse IRS ruling 
and a stringent new policy regarding the process of ordering Civil War headstones.   

Once again, the Pennsylvania Department is leading the way for others to emulate on the 
matter of youth protection.  This is a subject that I know has affected many of our Brothers.  
Please understand, our youth are the future of our Order and we need to get more of them 
involved in order to survive as an organization.  However, we also need to protect them, 
ourselves and our Order.    As any educator or Boy Scout leader can attest to, it only takes one 
accusation, true or false, to permanently destroy reputations and organizations.  The old adage “it 
won’t happen here” or “it never happened before” can no longer be acceptable positions.  The 
discussions and debate offered by the Officers and Brothers assembled at the Mid-Year Meeting, 
as well as those who were unable to attend but wanted to weigh in were most enlightening and 
again, their passion came through loud and clear.   Brothers, I sincerely thank you all for 
contributing to the discussion on this matter.  As I have always said, it is a pleasure to serve in 
the Pennsylvania Department.   

As we examine the future, we have many challenges ahead.  I have appointed a 
committee consisting of Brothers Orr, Kuhn and Gene Mortorff to examine the future format of 
our Encampments.   In order to increase turnout at our Encampment and attract younger families 
and members, we must examine all aspects of our operation.  I have asked these Brothers to 
present hard financial numbers as to our present Encampment format as opposed to a one day 
format.  This is for informational purposes only and I urge everyone to keep an open mind during 
this time.   I look forward to a lively discussion when they present their findings at the 
Williamsport Encampment.    

Many Brothers of our Department have faced personal hardship this year.  Whether it 
was the loss of a loved one, a health crisis, loss of a job or some other hardship, please know the 
Brothers of this Department are with you in spirit and prayer.  If you or someone in your Camp 
has experienced a hardship, I urge you to contact Lowell Alcorn, our Dept. Chaplain.  We can’t 
help you if we don’t know about your problem.   

In closing, I urge all Camps, Brothers and Officers to make a concerted effort in 
improving our communication.  This is a large Department, both in membership as well as 



geographically.  Many times, the traffic on our communication highway is seemingly heading 
one way.  Let’s all make an effort to ensure the traffic flows in both directions.   I thank you for 
the opportunity to serve as your Department Commander and I look forward to meeting more of 
my Pennsylvania Brothers in the coming months.  Happy New Year to all.  

 
 

Yours in F, C & L, 
Richard Essenwein 
PA Department Commander 

 
 
 

From the Editor: 
 

It was again a pleasure to publish this Newsletter for the Department of Pennsylvania.  
Thank you to all the Brothers and Camps who have sent articles and photos for inclusion in this 
publication.   

It seems as though I only receive from certain Camps every year and I would like to hear 
from everyone as to what they have accomplished through the year.  This is your Newsletter and 
you should be proud to have your Camp acknowledged for their accomplishments. 

Please make an effort to have your Camp recognized next year.  As in years past, my 
deadline for submissions will be January 15, 2015.   

 
 
      Yours in F, C & L, 
      Robert C. Shaffer 
      PA Department Newsletter Editor 

 
 

Camp Commanders and Secretaries: 
 

Please contact all members of your Camp and furnish the Department Secretary and 
Newsletter Editor with any changes to your Camp Rosters, which includes anyone having a valid 
and up to date e-mail address.  Communication is important to the organization and the faster 
information is sent and received, the faster Camp members will be aware of what is happening 
within the Organization.  And with the advent of the all electronic Newsletter, an electronic 
version can be sent directly to all members who have an e-mail, leaving only the non-electronic 
version up to the Camp to send out.  
 



Camp Davis Star – Pittsburgh 
 

 
Standing - Brothers David Turner, John Gipson, Joel Black, Robert Wrigley, Tim Bennett, Carl Bowers, Kay 

Steep, DC Richard Essenwein and Lee Henry 
Seated – Brothers Woody McVicker, Tim Ryan and PCinC Richard Orr 

 
To develop communication and build bridges between the Camps in the western part of the state, Davis 

* Camp organized a joint luncheon to mark the 132nd anniversary of the founding of the SUVCW.  On 
November 16, Brothers and guests from five Camps met at Atria’s Restaurant on U.S. Route 19 in Wexford.  
Camps represented were Davis * Camp (Pittsburgh) , Isaac Eaton Camp #504 (Mercer), Washington Camp 
#120, John T. Crawford Camp #43 (Kittanning) and Mt. Union Church #502 (Rockwood-Somerset).  PCinC 
Richard D. Orr spoke to the group about the origins of the SUVCW and PA DC Richard Essenwein spoke about 
the importance of Camps coming together to help support each other’s events and to increase our presence in 
our communities.  The luncheon was a success with the Brothers committing support to each other’s Camps in 
2014. 
 

 
Brothers John Gipson, Joseph Shaffer, Carl Bowers, Jonathan Stiffy, Robert Wrigley, Tim Ryan and seated 

War & Veterans member, John Stossel 



On October 19, Davis * Camp led a new grave stone dedication service in Maple Grove Cemetery in 
Fairchance, for Pvt. Ethelbert O. Hickle of Co. E, 14th PA Volunteer Cavalry.  Pvt. Hickle enlisted on 
November 23, 1862 and was honorably discharged May 30, 1865.  Pvt. Hickle’s record noted distinguished 
service however his existing grave stone made no mention of his service and was deteriorated so badly it had 
begun to break apart and collapse.  Ethelbert’s great, great grandson, Brett Hickle, ordered a new stone and 
reached out to the Sons to provide a dedication ceremony.  Joining Davis * was Brothers from Washington 
Camp #120, Mt. Union Church #502 and Gettysburg Camp #112, as well as Daughters from Ruth F. Barnhart, 
Tent #56.  AMVETS Post 103 in Hopwood provided an honor guard and War & Veterans, Inc. assisted with the 
ceremony.  Davis * Commander Tim Ryan led the ceremony which also included an Introduction, Pledge of 
Allegiance, an Invocation, poem readings, reading the service record of the 14th, presentation of certificates, 
dedication comments and the Benediction.  The ceremony was well attended by Hickle family, friends and the 
public. 
 

 
 

 
 

On May 18th, Davis * Camp held a memorial service at the Major Augustus P. (A.P.) Davis mausoleum, 
located in Allegheny Cemetery in Pittsburgh.   A.P. Davis was born May 10, 1835 and died May 21, 1899.  The 
Davis * typically reserves its May meeting for a memorial service and lunch.  A.P. Davis was the founder of the 



SUVCW and is for whom Davis * Camp is named.  The service was attended by several brothers and spouses 
and was followed up with lunch at a local restaurant were the bonds of fellowship were strengthened. 
 

 
 

 
 
On January 27, 2013, a Boy Scout Court of Honor was held for identical twin brothers, Scott and Ryan 

Boley, of the Laurel Highlands Council – Pittsburgh, PA, Troop 329 from Allison Park, PA, to award them their 
Eagle Scout Badge after a long hard journey of achievement.  Camp Commander Tim Ryan of Davis * Camp 
presented Scott and Ryan with the SUVCW Eagle Scout Certificate and honorary membership in the 3rd 
Regiment Infantry USCT, Civil War Re-Enactors.  Ryan and Scott are both members of the 63rd PVI. 
  

Thank you, 
In F, C & L 

Brother Timothy Ryan, CC 
Davis * Camp 

Department of Pennsylvania 
 
 
 



Ezra S. Griffin, Camp #8 – Scranton 
 

 
 
Ancestor of Patrick DeLacy Recognized on National Television: 

Last Tuesday a CBS Evening News film crew from NYC spent the day with me on the Gettysburg 
Battlefield. They filmed me as a Licensed Battlefield Guide giving a tour to a family from the Mid-West, which 
included the story of my Great-Great-Grandfather, Captain Patrick DeLacy and the Medal of Honor.  There was 



also a one-on-one interview with Chip Reid.    
     We are excited but not sure what part of the 8 hours will be in the 2.5 minutes you will see on CBS 
News with Scott Pelle. Tune in today, Monday, July 1, 6:30 or 7:00 pm EDT. 
     More news.......http://www.patrickdelacy.com is live today, July 1, 2013; 150 years to the day that 
Captain DeLacy and the 143rd Pennsylvanians will have their finest hour in the American Civil War.  Check 
out this website. 

 
Gary D. Roche Jr., Licensed Battlefield Tour Guide 

 
Events Attended by Camp #8: 

• Open Houses were held each month on the third Saturday of the month. 
• This year marks the 150th Anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg. 
• We gave our deepest sympathies to the passing of Brother John T. McNulty. 
• On January 17th, Charlie Spano, Founder and Chairman of the 911 Society spoke to the Camp 

about organizing a Flag Day Recognition Day on June 14th, as was to be held on the Washington 
Avenue side of the Courthouse in Scranton. 

• At that same meeting, member Dale Keklock presented Civil War letters written by Civil War 
veteran, Milton Travis, and a song about Colonel Ellsworth who was considered the first official 
casualty of the Civil War. 

• On February 1st, members Scott, Doug and David Teeters, Joe Long and Bob Baker talked about 
the Civil War at the Lake Winola United Methodist Church. 

• On May 6th, Auxiliary members Dorothy Kelly and Danielle Shaffer, along with Brothers, Bob 
Shaffer, Craig Kelly, Joe Long, Scott & Doug Teeters and Giovan Lisi placed flags at the 
Dunmore Cemetery 

 
Brother Dan Kachinski placing a flag on a veterans’ Grave at Dunmore Cemetery 

 
• On May 16th, a ceremony of Departed Brothers was hosted by David Teeters, Patriotic Instructor.  

Those honored were: Charles Smith (1946), W.W. House (1948), Eugene H. Samson (1948), 
Ernest I. Paine (1949), Robert Stevens (1949), Warren C. Arnold (1951), Frederick R. Leber 
(1951), D.L. Jones (1952), Delbert Race (1952), Claude H. Ames (1953), John Hammer (1954), 
Donald B. Cahoon (1960), William Widenor (1964), Bernard B. Ames (1967), David R. Brooks 
Sr. (1983), Franklin B. Gelder (1988), Howard W. Long (1989), William S. Gilbert (1994), 



David W. Morris (1994), James D. Turnball (1994), Arthur H. Reeser (1995), Kenneth H. 
Rhodes (1995), Robert Price (1996), Robert H. Reese (1996), and John E. Thomas (1996). 

 

 
Brothers Joe Long, Doug Teeters and Dan Kachinski paying their respects to Departed Brothers 

 
• On May 27th, we held our 113th Annual Observance of Memorial day at the Dunmore Ceremony.  

Posting of the Colors was done by the Camp #8 Color Guard; Master of Ceremonies was 
Commander Frost H. Decker of Camp #8; Pledge of Allegiance was done by David Teeters, 
Patriotic Instructor; Opening Prayer done by Auxiliary #10 member Joyce Keklock; Greetings by 
Auxiliary #10 President Jane Wagner, Tent #59, President of the Daughters, Mary Jane Memolo 
and Women’s Relief Corp member Mary Jo Long; Remarks by Frost Decker; Musical Selections 
done by the Dunmore High School Band; Logan’s Orders read by Past Department Commander 
Howard Wolfe; Guest Speaker Chaplain (COL-Retired) James E. May; Presentation of Wreath 
done by Jane Wagner and Mary Jane Memolo; Gettysburg Address read by Brianna Mazzaccaro; 
Battle Hymn of the Republic done by the Dunmore High School Band; Rifle Salute done by 
Firing Squad (Robert Mischak, Spanish American War; Ed Timins, World War I, William 
Burns, World War II, 1st Sgt. Justin Swan); Taps done by Alex Kranick of the Dunmore High 
School Band; Benediction done by Chaplain Scott Teeters. 

 

 
Jon Myer of WNEP talking to Joe Long about our Memorial Day Observance at the Dunmore Cemetery 



 

 
 

• On May 31st, a teacher and 120 students from the North Pocono school district toured the 
Museum. 

• In June members attended the Annual Department Encampment. 
• Members Scott, Doug and David Teeters, Joe Long, Clark Myers and Howard Wolfe attended 

the Honor the Flag Ceremony at Nay Aug Park on July 4th. 
• On September 7th, members Bob Shaffer, Dale Keklock and Homer Butler attended Local 

History Day at the Library at the Hamlin Library’s Community Room where various historical 
groups were on hand to display their area’s local history.  Event was coordinated by Auxiliary 
#10’s Vice President and daughter of Camp #8’s Secretary Bob Shaffer – Danielle (Daunyel) 
Shaffer.  Fun was had by all. 

 

 
Brother Bob Shaffer manning a table for Camp #8 at Local History Day 

 
• On October 16th, Joe Long, Scott Teeters, and Howard Wolfe did a Civil War presentation at a 

church in Tunkhannock. 



• On November 7th, the Adult Education Class from Marywood toured the Museum. 
• On November 22nd, members attended the 57th Annual Remembrance Day in Gettysburg. 

 
John Hartranft, Camp #15 - Harrisburg 
 

2013 was an active and productive year for Camp #15 beginning with our annual field trip to the Battle 
of the Bulge reenactment at Fort Indiantown Gap. We were joined by Members of Camp #503 of Sunbury and 
enjoyed a great day together watching both the reenactment and Brothers Floyd Demmy and Dave Klinepeter 
entertain spectators with their own memories of their service in World War II! 

 
The Camp's recruiting efforts included staffing tables at the US Army Heritage and Education Center in 

Carlisle in February as well as both the Spring and Fall Gettysburg Gun & Antique Collectibles Show. Fund 
raising continued to be active, including holding a fund raiser at the Texas Roadhouse restaurant in Harrisburg 
as well as our normal SUVCW license plate and belt buckle sales. 

 
Camp #15 Members participated in Department and National activities, sending 4 delegates to the 

Department Encampment in Gettysburg, 1 delegate to the National Encampment at Milwaukee, Wisconsin and 
3 Members to the Department Mid-Year Meeting at Somerset.  We continued to actively remember the memory 
of the Boys in Blue by marching in both the Gettysburg Memorial Day parade and the Remembrance Day 
parade, in both cases for our 10th consecutive year. We again decorated veterans graves for Memorial Day at the 
Old Harrisburg City Cemetery which is a long standing Camp 15 tradition. 

 
Perhaps the most notable event for Camp #15 in 2013 was the opportunity to recognize the achievement 

of PCC David J. Klinepeter upon receiving his pin marking 70 years of Membership in the SUVCW. In 
conjunction with our Memorial Day activities, Camp #15 Brothers gathered at the National Civil War Museum 
in Harrisburg to honor Brother Klinepeter's uncommon achievement by dedicating a brick in his honor in the 
museum's Walk of Valor. It would be difficult to overstate Brother Dave's contributions to the SUVCW and to 
the greater Civil War heritage community and we were proud to have the opportunity to honor him in this 
fashion. 

 
Camp #15 rounded out it's year with our annual Camp Christmas party, held at the National Civil War 

Museum in Harrisburg. The weather wasn't the greatest (a common occurrence!) but the attendance was good 
and everyone enjoyed a fine day of fellowship. 2013 was a busy and productive year for Camp #15 in honoring 
the memory of the Boys in Blue and we look forward to continuing this mission in 2014!   
 
General George H. Thomas, Camp #19 – Lancaster 
 

 



 

 
 

For the second year in a row the SUVCW, General George H. Thomas, Lancaster, PA, Camp #19 Grand 
Army of the Republic burial site was selected to participate in the “Flowers for Kids” Memorial Day program. 

 
The program was started by Ramiro Penaherrera where roses donated by farmers throughout Ecuador 

were placed on headstones at Arlington. Ramiro has several relatives buried there. 
 
The program has been expanded to other cemeteries where roses are placed on veteran headstones on 

Memorial Day. This year 1,600 roses were placed at the Lancaster cemetery where the GAR section is located 
and the adjacent St. Mary’s cemetery. 

 
Several hundred visitors attended. There are 206 soldiers buried in the GAR section, and more than 400 

other Civil War soldiers buried at Lancaster cemetery. The event was sponsored by Ramiro, Flowers by 
Paulette, and the local American Legion Post 34. 
 

In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 
John J. Heine 

SUVCW Pa Camp 19 
 

 

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 
Incorporated by act of congress 

GENERAL GEORGE H. THOMAS 
 CAMP No. 19 Lancaster, PA 

 
John J. Heine, Camp Treasurer 

751 Emerald  Drive 
Lancaster,   PA   17603-5823 
Telephone:   717-397-0051 

E-mail:   JJH10@verizon.net 
Web site: hhtp://www.pasuvcw19.org/ 

 

mailto:JJH10@verizon.net


22 June 2013 
 
Subject: May 30th Memorial Day 
 

General George H. Thomas, Lancaster, PA, Camp #19 presented a petition to the Lancaster County 
Pennsylvania Commissioners to observe Memorial Day on the 30th day of May as originally established. 

On May 29, 2013 Camp Commander Raymond Longacre, Brothers James Cowhey, John J. Heine, and 
Brian O. Remmey attended the Lancaster County Commissioners’ Meeting. 

The Board of Commissioners of Lancaster County Pennsylvania accepted our petition and issued a 
Proclamation declaring that they support the patriotic cause for the observation of Memorial Day on the 30th day 
of May. 
  Whereas it is the duty of the SUVCW to carry on the traditions and memory of the Grand Army of the 
Republic and those who served the Union from 1861 to 1865. 

It was resolved that May 30 be a solemn day of remembrance for all those who gave their lives in 
defense of our nation in the Civil War, and encourage our citizens to decorate their graves and the graves of all 
those who served our country in time of war. 
 

In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 

 
John J. Heine 

Camp #33 – York 
 
 
Captain Edgar M. Ruhl. Camp #33 – York 
 

 
 

On April 6th, 2013 Capt. Edgar M. Ruhl, Camp #33, York, PA dedicated a new marker on the grave of 
an unknown Confederate which is located north of Wrightsville, PA along the Susquehanna River. This was 
done in co-operation with the Civil War Heritage Foundation, John Wesley Culp Camp #19, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans of Gettysburg, and the Voices of the Confederacy. This unknown Confederate was found 
along the river and buried on that spot after Gen. Gordon’s brigade of the Army of Northern Virginia had 
reached Wrightsville before the battle of Gettysburg. The grave site had been unofficially marked for many 
years when in 1988 Camp #33 placed a nice granite marker on the site. The flooding of the Susquehanna River 
in the fall of 2011 washed away the marker that had been placed in 1988. Ruhl Camp #33 was contacted and 
agreed to help and cooperate with the other organizations to obtain a new marker. An application was made to 
the U.S. Veterans Administration by Camp #33 for a brand new government furnished marker, which was 
turned down because the Camp was not “the next of kin” of the deceased. After this rejection everyone ask just 



how do you establish the next of kin of an unknown soldier? Silbauagh Memorials of Shrewsbury, PA found 
out about the situation and agreed to donate a new marker for the grave site. Silbauagh had provided the marker 
that Camp #33 placed on the site in 1988. So on June 4th the marker was rededicated at the site with a combined 
color guard and honor guard of both Union and Confederate troops helping with the occasion. A luncheon 
following the ceremony was held at the John Wright Restaurant in Wrightsville with good times and fellowship 
had by all that attended. 

 

 
 
James A Garfield, Camp # 34 - Mount Carmel 
  

Chartered on August 9, 1883, James A. Garfield Camp # 34 celebrated its 130th birthday in 2013.  One 
of the oldest Camp in the Department, Camp #34 is proud of the fact that it has always remained active and that 
the charter has never been closed.  Small in numbers, the Camp picked up four new members during the year 
and now has a membership of 20 brothers and 3 juniors. 
  

Remembering the Boys in Blue and keeping a tradition started by Burnside Post # 92 of Mount Carmel, 
Garfield decorates the graves of 166 Civil War veterans buried in four cemeteries in the Mount Carmel area.  As 
part of the community's Memorial Day observance on May 27th, a service was held in Mount Carmel 
Cemetery at the grave of Oscar H. Sillyman who served as a sergeant in both Company B, 6th Regiment, 
Pennsylvania Militia of 1862 and Company B, 27 Regiment, Pennsylvania Militia of 1863. 
  

On Sunday, May 26th, the monthly "Changing of the Colors" flag ceremony was held for Civil War 
veteran George P. Parry.  Attaining the rank of second lieutenant, Parry served with Companies E and C, 55th 
Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry.  The flag was flown for Parry over the Memorial Day holiday. 
  

During the year, three Eagle Scout Commendation Certificates were presentrd.  On June 16, a certificate 
was presented to Ryan Matukaitis of Boy Scout Troop 600 of West Milton, and on June 30 to Brandon Greco 
and Mackenzie Greco, both of Boy Scout Troop No. 174 of Mount Carmel. 
  

Camp #34 is a member of the Mount Carmel Area Joint Veterans Committee where Camp Commander 
David Berezovske serves as secretary.  The Commander also attended 133rd Department Encampment in 
Gettysburg this past June.     
 
 
 
 



John T. Crawford Camp #43 – Kittanning 
 

John T. Crawford Camp 43 and the Sarah A. Crawford Auxiliary had a busy year.  We launched a new 
Camp website at http://suvcwcamp43.wordpress.com/.  We conducted grave rededications for Pvt. William J. 
Mann who served in Batty H" of the PA 6th Heavy Artillery and for Medal of Honor Recipient Lt. Edward 
Murphy of the 148th PA Volunteer infantry.  Our Camp conducted our annual community Blood Drive in 
cooperation with the American Red Cross.  We also hosted our second annual Armstrong County Area Veterans 
Appreciation Luncheon.  This luncheon provides a free lunch and fellowship for our area veterans.   We 
continue to join AMVETS PA Post 13 as co-sponsor of the Kittanning Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony.  
We participated in the re-dedication of a naval Civil War Cannon in the Apollo Cemetery.  Our group 
participated in the 42nd annual Fort Armstrong Folk Festival and the Armstrong County Civil War Heritage 
display.   Two of our Brothers led an interactive program on Gettysburg at the Kittanning Library.  Our group 
sponsored two new trees planted in Kittanning Riverfront Park as a living Civil War Memorial to the Armstrong 
County war effort.   Our group was represented at the Petrolia Valley Youth center discussing Civil War topics.  
A committee has been formed to explore the group’s role in the commemoration of the end of the Civil War in 
2015.  We completed the Indiana Rest on Arms project with the dedication of a statue in Indiana, PA after 
participating in that town’s Veterans Day Parade.  Our group was represented in the Remembrance Day 
activities in Gettysburg and our year was concluded with the annual Christmas Party celebration. 

 
J.P. Brindle, Camp #50 – Carlisle 
 

 

 
 
 
It is with deep regret that we report the loss a 

great member of the Allied Orders.  Dorothy “Dottie” 
Kern, wife of PDDGM Lester A. Kern, passed away 
on June 25, 2013.  She will truly be missed by all that 
knew her. 
 

 
Jerome Gennari, Camp #90 – Trappe 
 

 
On May 26th, 2013, at Zion Lutheran Church Cemetery, Spring City, Pennsylvania, brothers from Camp 
#90 gather at the grave of Levi W. Shengle, 51st P.V.I. Camp #90 Brothers (left to right) Shawn Gennaria, 
John Gennaria, Harold Genneria, Camp Commander, Jack Ertell, George Sprenkle, and Wayne Blattner 

pay their respects to this Civil War Veteran. 
 

http://suvcwcamp43.wordpress.com/


At the end of 2013, the Jerome Gennari Camp #90, SUVCW completed is 15th year of existence. We 
meet the 4th Sunday of the month, 2:00 P.M., at the Spring-Ford Historical Society, on Main Street, in 
Royersford PA.  

 
We opened our January 20th, 2013 meeting with the installation of Camp #90 officers. Installation of 

officers was presided by our guest, Brother John M. McNulty, PDC.   
 
Under the direction of Camp Commander Brother Jack Ertell, our small but active group of twelve 

Brothers pride ourselves in various areas. Our group includes educators, authors, and re-enactors, and they in 
turn speak and promote the subject of the American Civil War. Many of us attend Civil War related seminars 
and special events. A few of our members have very close ties to the local historical societies, and other related 
special interest groups. When we meet monthly, we share our experiences in reference to these groups with 
each other, which make the discussions at our meetings informative and lively.   

   
On May 26th, 2013, our camp fulfilled its Memorial Day SUVCW obligation by participating at a 

graveside service for a Civil War Veteran. This year we met at Zion Lutheran Church Cemetery in Spring City, 
Pennsylvania. There are many boys in blue are buried in the cemetery. We performed the SUVCW ceremony at 
the grave of Levi W. Shengle, 51st P.V.I. Brothers attending were Wayne Blattner, George Sprenkle, Harold 
Gennaria, Michael Gennaria, Shawn Gennaria, and Camp Commander Jack Ertell. 

 
Camp #90 received a request from the Department of Pennsylvania Patriotic Instructor, Alfred C. Carty 

P.C.C., who was soliciting for monies to be distributed at the State Encampment as donations from the 
Department of Pennsylvania SUVCW, to local charities in the city hosting the yearly Encampment, (in this case 
Gettysburg). Camp #90 voted and sent a donation of $25 for this cause.  

 
At the Department of Pennsylvania’s 133rd Annual Encampment in Gettysburg PA, our camp proudly 

ran an advertisement in the Encampment & Memorial Book listing our officers. Also included in the book was a 
list of our current camp members showing their respective Civil War ancestor’s name and regiment. Brothers 
Jack Ertell and Wayne Blattner attended this State Encampment. 

 
As we approach the year 2014 we hope to increase our membership! 
 
Camp #90 is always opened to new members. For information on Camp #90, contact Camp Secretary 

Wayne Blattner, phone #610-948-6285 or email WBLATTNER1@Comcast.net  
  

Wayne N. Blattner 
 
Washington Camp #120 – Washington 
 

      

mailto:WBLATTNER1@Comcast.net


      
 

As evidenced by Brother Stiffy's attachments,  our May 18th Memorial Day ceremony was a sterling 
success.   This success is due to Camp Commander Carl Bower's time spent with planning and organizing the 
event.   
  

Respectfully Submitted, 
J. Mck. Shaffer, Camp Secretary 

 
September 4, 2013 
 

I think it was a great success, and William and Aaron Templeton are smiling down on us for honoring 
them and all who served to preserve country over 150 years ago. 
 
Sergeant Jones Bradbury, Camp #149 – Media/West Chester 

 
Under the leadership of Camp Commander James Lawler, Senior Vice Commander Franklin Roth and 

Junior Vice Commander Don Stow; Sergeant Jones Bradbury Camp #149 has enjoyed a full year of activities: 
• February 12 - Lincoln Day Parade, Philadelphia, PA 

 
Lincoln Day Parade 



• April 6 - Sgt. Jones Bradbury Memorial Ceremony - This annual event conducted by our Camp at his 
gravesite in Delaware County, Pennsylvania, honors the memory of our Camp’s namesake. 

• April 14 - Lorenzo Smith Ceremony 
• April 20-21 - Neshaminy re-enactment 
• April 27 - Gettysburg Work and Play Day - Our Camp was gratified to be able to provide some labor in 

maintaining the site of the Colonel George H. Ward monument. Camp members David Ward and Robert 
L. Ward are his descendants.      

• May 16 - Fairview Cemetery Flag Ceremony, Coatesville, PA - Thanks to the efforts of Brother Bill 
Ogden, the Civil War Memorial obelisk in Fairview Cemetery was cleaned and restored to its original 
beauty, prior to this annual Ceremony. The Cemetery’s flagpole was re-painted as an Eagle Scout 
Project, supported by a donation from our Camp. The evening featured recognition of two recent Eagle 
Scout Award recipients from Coatesville and leadership recognition of two Coatesville High School 
ROTC members by Camp Commander, James Lawler. Boy Scouts from Coatesville and our Camp 
members placed American flags on the graves of Civil War soldiers buried there. 

 

 
Fairview Cemetery Flag Ceremony 

  
• May 26 - Memorial Sunday Service, Hopewell United Methodist Church, Downingtown, PA - Our 

Camp was honored to be able to provide color bearers and a color guard, for the outdoor amphitheater 
Memorial Day church service.      

• May 27 - Kennett Square, PA Memorial Day Parade - Color bearers and a color guard from Bradbury 
Camp inspired Memorial Day Parade spectators to remember the men and women who died while 
serving in our armed forces.   

• July 27 - Annual Black Powder Shoot, Honeybrook, PA 
• September 7 - Camp Elder Historic Marker Dedication, Westtown Township, Chester County, PA - 

The Camp Elder Historic Marker dedication event was sponsored by The Pennsylvania Historic and 
Museum Commission and the Brandywine Valley Civil War Roundtable. Our Camp provided color 
bearers, color guard and a rifle salute for the event, during which the marker was publicly unveiled to 
the fanfare of the Bayard Rustin High School Marching Band. 

 



 
Camp Elder Historic Marker Dedication 

 
• September 21-22 - Ridley Creek Civil War Re-enactment 
• September 29 - Willingmyre Brothers Monument Ceremony, Palmer Cemetery, Philadelphia, PA - The 

dedication of a monument to five brothers who served in the Union Army during the Civil War, took 
place in the Fishtown section of Philadelphia, near where they were raised and where they joined their 
Regiments. Samuel, Daniel, George, Charles and Theodore Willingmyre were each honored for their 
service by their hometown neighbors. Attending dignitaries were escorted by our membership.  

 

 
Willingmyre Brothers Monument Ceremony 

 
• October 19 - Marshallton Living History Event - Camp members provided information, song and 

engaged attendees in discussions of Civil War camp life.  
 

 
Marshallton Living History Event 



 
• November 9 - Bucktoe Creek Cemetery Program, Kennett Square, PA - This event remembers all who 

are buried there, including USCT members, whom we honor with our presence on this day.   
• November 10 - West Chester, PA Veterans Day Parade - Brisk winds created conditions where our 

colors snapped fully outstretched, while marching through the Borough of West Chester to the Chester 
County Courthouse. Our country’s veterans were given a heartfelt and deserving tribute for their service 
and we took pride in our Camp’s ability to contribute to the day’s recognitions. 

• November 14 - Glen Mills School - Emancipation Proclamation Event, Thornbury Township, PA - SVR 
members of Bradbury Camp provided an Honor Guard escort for President Lincoln re-enactor Jim 
Getty, who spoke, as Lincoln, about his life, his beliefs and then recited the Gettysburg Address for a 
large gathering of students, faculty and the public.    

• November 23 - Gettysburg, PA Remembrance Day - Members traveled to Gettysburg to join fellow 
SUVCW members in a day of reflection on the deeds of those who hallowed that ground.      

 
Sergeant Jones Bradbury Camp #149 gratefully acknowledges its affiliation with Sergeant Jones Bradbury 
Auxiliary #149, led by President Flo Williams and The Sons of Veterans Reserve, Co. B, 26th PVI, led by 
Captain Andy Lefko. Our ability to respond to so many requests for participation is due in large measure to their 
leadership.   
 

Yours in F, C and L, 
Bill Leonard 

Signals Officer 
http://bradburycamp.home.comcast.net/ 

 
Joel Searfoss, Camp #273 – Bangor 
 

 
Pictured left to right:  Bro Edwin S. Hart IV; new Eagle Scout Adam Stevens and Brother Edwin S. Hart III. 

 
Eagle Scout certificate presented to Adam M. Stevens of Troop 101, Kutztown Pa, August 11, 2013 on 

the occasion of his Eagle Court of Honor at St John’s Lutheran Church, Kutztown PA.  The award is being 
presentation by Brothers Edwin S. Hart IV, Eagle, Troop #318, and Edwin S. Hart III, Eagle, Troop #203, 
Philadelphia Pa. 

Both presenters are members of Joel Searfoss Camp #273 in Bangor, PA. 

http://bradburycamp.home.comcast.net/


Mt Union Church, Camp #502 - Rockwood, PA 
 

Brothers and Sisters of Camp #502 had another busy year in 2013. Highlights were two memorial 
services, during which we got as many Veterans’ descendants as possible involved in reading and wreath 
laying. We especially sought non-members involvement, in an attempt to educate and foster an appreciation of 
the organization, as well as an appreciation of the service of their ancestors.  

 

 
Community member, David Meese, proudly displays a photo of his ancestor, Elisha Baer, during the 

memorial service at the Greenville Lutheran Church on June 16th.  Fourteen veterans were honored that 
day, along with another fourteen honored at a previous service at Hay’s Mt. Zion Church near Berlon on 

May 19th.  Lost or forgotten graves were located at each cemetery. 
 
General J.P.S. Gobin, Camp #503 - Sunbury 

 

 
Remembering Gettysburg, a program scheduled on July 3rd, was not only well attended by members and 
visitors, but also received broader coverage on WYAJ, Channel 10, out of Altoona, PA.  The program 

consisted of readings and stories of local veterans who served in Gettysburg. 
 



 
Camp #502 members, Clark Brocht, Kristi Ohler Brant, and Dean Brant, welcome Nast’s Santa to the 

Christmas Party.  Santa aka Brother Bob Dowler, from Col. Jacob M. Campbell, Camp #14, Johnstown, PA.  
Mrs. Claus (Joyce Dowler) provided an excellent program. 

 
Our program coordinator, PCP Clark R Brocht, has the calendar for 2014 posted at 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pamucsuv/2014calendar.html 
 

Gen. J.P.S. Gobin Camp #503 
Sunbury, PA 

 
In January 2013 we went with some members of Gen. John F. Hartranft Camp #15 Harrisburg, on a 

"cold" field trip to attend the Battle of the Bulge re-enactment at Fort Indiantown Gap. The battle was very 
interesting as well as the many displays in a number of barracks buildings. In one of the buildings we witnessed 
a German World War 2 field hospital set up and operating.  

 
During the year 2013 we recruited five new Brothers bringing our membership up to 32 members and 4 

associates for a total of 36. We participated in four Eagle Scout Courts of Honor and presented the SUVCW 
certificates of recognition.  

 
During the Memorial Day weekend we marched in two local parades and also at Gettysburg, and we 

assisted in placing flags on several veterans graves. We held a graveside ritual ceremony in Beaver Springs 
commemorating a Civil War veteran. At the event  we placed a marker and flag on the grave of Private David 
Getz of the 131st PVI, Fifth Army Corps, Army of the Potomac. Brother Jay Rarick, a Getz descendant, and his 
wife came from Fredericksburg Virginia to attend. During the ceremony Brother Rarick offered some remarks, 
along with Brother Jim Hartley, Treasurer Camp #503, whose wife is also a descendant. Brother Andy Benner 
played taps and Brother Gene Kistner fired a rifle salute. 

 
On June 8th and 9th there was a Civil War battle reenactment on the grounds of the Old Union Church at 

Hartleton. Some Camp #503 Brothers attended who are also members of Cooper's Battery B. On June 9th they 
conducted a ceremony honoring local Civil War veterans buried in the church cemetery. The veterans names 
were read by Camp #503 Brothers and Brother Mark Schlegel played taps. As each name was called out, 
Brother Robert Kane struck a bell and Brother Gene Kistner fired a rifle salute. The Camp #503 Auxiliary 
SUVCW were heavily involved in the event. 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pamucsuv/2014calendar.html


 
Two Camp #503 Brothers, as delegates, attended the Department Encampment in June at Gettysburg 

and also the Mid-Year Meeting in October at Somerset. During the Encampment we attended the 2013 
special event - the 75th Anniversary of the dedication of the Eternal Light Peace Memorial on the Gettysburg 
battlefield.  
Some Camp #503 Brothers marched in the Remembrance Day parade at Gettysburg on a very cold day in 
November.  On December 13th we joined with Sisters of Camp #503 Auxiliary who held a Civil War Christmas 
service in the Old Union Church in Hartleton. Finally, our annual Christmas Dinner Party, scheduled for 
December, had to be canceled due to weather conditions. Our plans now are to hold the event in January 2014. 
 
Isaac Eaton, Camp #504 - Mercer 
 

Isaac Eaton, Camp #504 Takes Part in ‘Traveling Wall’ Opening Ceremony 
Members of the Isaac Eaton Camp No. 504, Dept of Pennsylvania, took part in the opening ceremonies 

of the Vietnam Veterans ‘Traveling Wall’ memorial in Grove City, Pennsylvania. Assisted by other members of 
the Western Pennsylvania Civil War Re-enactors Society, a wreath was placed by the GAR flag holder next to 
the wall and the Sons of Union Veterans memorial ritual was presented by brother and Captain David L 
Robinson Jr. A memorial volley was fired by the Civil War contingent at the completion of the ceremony. The 
organizers of the event later approached the Sons Camp and said they were extremely impressed with the 
ceremony and the honor presented by the Sons of Union Veterans. This was a great opportunity to get out in 
public and show our local citizens who the Sons are and our dedication to the memory of our Civil War heritage 
and our American Veterans. 
 

 
Isaac Eaton Camp No. 504 and WPCWRS at the ‘Traveling Wall’ Memorial 

 

 
GAR wreath placed at the Wall 



 

 

Brothers and Sisters 
 

You are cordially invited to attend the 2014 Department Encampment/Convention 
of the Allied Orders, which includes the Sons of Union Veterans, Auxiliary to the 

Sons of Union Veterans and the Daughters of Union Veterans. 
 

The Encampment/Convention will be held on: 
 

June 26th through 29th, 2014 
at the 

Genetti Hotel and Conference Center 
200 W. 4th Street 

Williamsport, Pennsylvania  17701-6155 
Phone:  (570) 601-8001 

 
Room rates are $99.95 per night plus local taxes. 

(This rate includes a buffet breakfast both Friday and Saturday morning) 
Make sure you tell them you are with the “Allied Orders of the GAR” 

in order to get the room rate. 
 

Friday night Campfire Program will be a re-dedication ceremony of the County’s 
GAR Monument 

 
Further information on the banquet and lunches for the Encampment will be 

forthcoming. 
 
 
 



Allied Orders of The Grand Army of the Republic 
 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Auxiliary to Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War Ladies of the Grand Army of the 

Republic Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War 1861-1865 
 

We would ask that each and every one of our Members support the 
Encampment by your purchase of ads in our program book.  Your 
Support is necessary for the survival of the Encampment. Please use 
this form to order your ad and send a check made out to: 
 

Richard Orr, PCinC 
153 Connie Dr. Pittsburgh, PA 15214 

 
Deadline for receipt of ads is May 21, 2014 

 
Rates are as follows: 

Full Page –$50.00 
Half Page –$25.00 

Quarter Page -$15.00 
Eighth Page -$10.00 

Name and Title–$5.00 
Name –$2.00 

 
All artwork must be provided and be in a digital form.  I don't have the 
capability to scan artwork or photographs or photocopies.  Digital copies 
of ads can be e-mailed to suvcworr@aol.com with payment sent to 
address above. 

mailto:suvcworr@aol.com


PRE REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Department of Pennsylvania 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
Annual Encampment 
 
Camp No:________Date:_____________ 
 
Brother:___________________________ 
 
Address:___________________________ 
 
City:____________State:_____Zip:_______ 
 
I am a member in good standing in this camp and 
my rank in the Order is:  
 
_____CinC        _____PCinC        _____DC 
 _____PDC         _____CC             _____PCC 

 
     Attending as  ____delegate  ____alternate 
     Pre-Registration fee is $7.00 by 6/21/2014 
     $10.00 at Encampment 
     Make check payable to: PA Dept., SUVCW 
    And send to:    Secretary/Treasurer: 
                             Charles E. Kuhn Jr., PCinC 
                             464 Lake Meade Dr. 
                             East Berlin, PA 17316 
                             717-259-6156 
                             charlie_kuhn@comcast.net 
                                                

Credential Cards 
If your intention is to make either the Department Encampment in June 2014 or the 

National Encampment in August 2014, please make sure you obtain a signed card before making 
either event.  

The Credential Card for the Department Encampment can be obtained from your Camp 
Secretary and must be filled out fully so that you have the right to participate during the business  
meetings and vote. 

The Credential Card for the National Encampment must be filled out fully and signed by 
the Department Secretary before you are able to participate. So please contact your Camp 
Secretary  
or Camp Commander and he can obtain these for you from the Department. 

The form for the Credential Card is located on the National web site under forms. This is 
a printable form right off of the site.  
The site is www.sucvw.org  

Please make every effort to have these filled out correctly as it makes it easier for those 
who do the registration to help you………. 
 

http://www.sucvw.org/


FUND RAISERS 

SUVCW Belt buckle 

Solid Brass 

SUVCW BELT BUCKLE 

$30.00  ($26 + $4 S&H each) 

Lifetime Guarantee   
Fits up to 1 - 3/4 inch Belt  
Shipped Priority Mail  
Make check or money order payable to:  
Gen. John F. Hartranft Camp 15 

Send order and payment to: 

Larry C. Sheibley 
523 South Fourth Street 

Newport, PA 17074-1316 
 

Support this worthwhile fund-raising project by Camp 15.  Make great Father’s Day; 
Graduation Day; and anytime gifts. 

Purchase a brass belt buckle for your grandkids too! 
These Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War belt buckles are sold nationwide by Camp 
15 of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

Please place your order today for your SUVCW belt buckles! 

SUVCW License Plate 

 

Auto License Plate 
Aluminum - Full Color SUVCW Badge. Blue Lettering on White Background with Red Border  

Send check or money order for $15 (includes S&H) payable to: 
  

Gen. John F. Hartranft Camp 15 
Mail to 

Greg Kline 
205 N. 40th St. Apt. 203 

Harrisburg, PA 17111-2271 
 



CAPT. EDGAR M. RUHL,  CAMP  #33,  YORK, PA. 
  

   The members of Capt. Edgar M. Ruhl, Camp #33 cordially invite you to attend the 2014 

Pennsylvania Department Lincoln Luncheon on Saturday, February 15th, 2014 
at 1:00 PM at the Altland House restaurant located on the square on U.S. Route 30 in 

Abbottstown, Pennsylvania. Abbottstown is located on the Lincoln Highway, U.S. Route 30, 
midway between York and Gettysburg. 

   The program speaker for after the luncheon will be Civil War historian and author Scott Mingus. 
Scott has authored or co-authored 6 books about various Civil War subjects, some of which focus 
on various aspects of the Gettysburg campaign and the Civil War in York County. If you already 
have some of Scott’s books, Scott will be happy to autograph them for you after the luncheon. If 
you do not have any of Scott’s books, Scott will have some of his books available for sale at the 
luncheon. 

   For those of you from out of town wishing to make a weekend of this event with a visit to 
Gettysburg, the Altland House has guest rooms available for a rate of $75.00 a night. These are 
second floor bed & breakfast type rooms and the Altland House DOES NOT have an elevator. The 
cost of the room includes a continental breakfast. If you wish to reserve a room you can contact the 
Altland House directly at 717-259-9535. Please mention you will be attending the luncheon to get 
the $75.00 room rate. 

   You will also have a choice of two entrees for the lunch…. 

   Chicken Jardinière – boneless chicken breast with Julienne vegetables in brown butter sauce with                     
linguine and herbs. 

   Caribbean roasted pork loin – topped with pineapple mango salsa, with sweet potato hash and 
sugar snap peas. 

     RESERVATIONS ARE DUE BY FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH, 2014 !!!!!!!!! Make checks payable to RUHL 
CAMP #33. 

   I would like to make the following reservations for the Pennsylvania Department Lincoln 
Luncheon, February 15th, 2014 at 1:00 PM. 

Chicken Jardinière   $27.00       No. of reservations ___________            Total ________ 
Caribbean pork         $29.00      No. of reservations ___________            Total ________ 
                                                                                                         GRAND TOTAL ________ 

   Mail check made out to RUHL CAMP #33 to : Lincoln Luncheon, 1126 Hanover Road, York, 

Pa. 17408 by February 7th, 2014 
                 



 

 

 

  
 

Annual General Meade Society 

Champagne Brunch & Award Ceremony 

Sunday, January 26, 2014 
11am – 2pm 

______________________________________ 

Join the General Meade Society of Philadelphia for Its Annual 
Deluxe Champagne Brunch & Award Ceremony 

To Celebrate the New Year and Toast the Victor of Gettysburg! 

Presenting the Society ‘Order of Merit’ Award! 
(Special Guest Recipient) at 

Cannstatter Volksfest Verein 
9130 Academy Road 

Philadelphia, PA 19114 
(directions: http://www.cvvphilly.com/directions.html) 

Cost: $40. per person  
$75.  per couple 

 
Complete Deluxe Brunch & Champagne Toast  

& Silent Auction 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

To reserve: Contact Gerry McCormick at 215-848-7753  
or email: gedwinmc@msn.com 

Reservations should be made at least one week prior to the Brunch! 

Go to the Meade Society website for additional details. 
(www.generalmeadesociety.org) 

mailto:gedwinmc@msn.com
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