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From the Department Commander: 

Pennsylvania Brothers, 

 I hope everyone had a joyous holiday season.  As the New Year begins and Father Time marches on, our 
Order continues to shine brightly as a beacon in the spirit of fraternity, charity and loyalty.   

 Our Nation continues this year to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the American Civil War.  This 
was a war in which our ancestors freed a race in chains and erased all doubt that a government of the people, by 
the people and for the people would endure.    As their descendants, we have accepted the responsibility of 
keeping alive the memory of their actions and sacrifices.   It is far too easy to allow our younger generations to 
forget the actions of their forefathers or to learn about them through a cursory course in their local school 
curriculum.   Our Order is dependent on that generation for our long term survival.  In this age of instant 
gratification we must change our approach to reach this group.  We must make every effort to make history 
more appealing and more engaging to our youngsters.  We must teach that there is more to history than just 
dates or names of famous generals or politicians listed in a history book.   Most lectures are met with blank 
bored stares but being able to engage the students in a hand’s on demonstration or active engagement can ignite 
the spark needed to start a blazing wild fire.  We must also make every effort to commemorate Civil War events 
of local interest.  Although a big elaborate ceremony is nice, many times a smaller more intimate gathering can 
get the message out just as effectively with the right publicity.  If your Camp would like to commemorate an 
occasion but is unable to do so, I would urge Camps to combine forces and draw on each other’s strengths and 
opportunities.   I am proud to be associated with the Pennsylvania Department and have met many of my 
Brothers across the state.  I look forward to meeting with many more as my term progresses.   Although it is 
easy to retreat into the comfort of familiarity and friends, we must all strive to make ourselves more 
approachable when in public settings.  I encourage all Brothers to memorize a brief sixty second or less  
“elevator speech”  on what we do and why we exist as an Order and contact information for more information.   
We are all ambassadors for the SUVCW.   Remember, period dress is not a requirement for membership, a 
misconception that seems to exist when the topic is discussed.   

 As we enter this New Year, I would ask God’s Blessing for all of our membership and their families. 

 

Yours in F, C, & L, 
Richard Essenwein 

Department Commander 
 

 
 

 



 

 

From the Editor: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Brothers and Camps who have contributed articles, pictures 
and rosters for this years Newsletter.  We still only have nearly 50 percent of the Camps responding and I hope 
that this will change in the upcoming years.  It is a testimony to those who have done so much and wish to have 
the other Camps and Members know what they have done.  Thank you. 
 

Yours in F, C & L, 
Robert C. Shaffer  

PA Dept. Newsletter Editor  
 
 
 

Camp News: 
 
Davis Star Camp  -  Pittsburgh 
 

 
Davis Star Camp Brothers are: seated left, John L. Carnprobst (Collector of All Allegheny Arsenal 
Artifacts), at the right, PCinC Richard D. Orr; Standing left, PCC John Gipson and at the right, CC Tim 
Ryan.  Attending but not pictured were Brother’s Woody McVicker and Lee Henry, Jr., and Tim’s wife 
Fran.  (Photo by: Brother Jay Rarick, JVC Irish Brigade Camp #4 Department of the Chesapeake) 
 

 



HONORING THE VICTIMS OF THE ALLEGHENY ARSENAL EXPLOSION 
 
 Davis Star Camp, Department of Pennsylvania, co-hosted with the Lawrenceville Historical Society, a 
memorial program on September 16th , at Arsenal Park (located in the Lawrenceville neighborhood of 
Pittsburgh), remembering the loss of 78 lives, many of them young girls, when the arsenal was hit by a series of 
explosions.  Activities and programs included a gunpowder demonstration, a concert performed by members of 
the Pittsburgh Historical Music Society, lectures examining the events and theories behind the explosions, 
cannon firing demonstrations presented by the 1st Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Company G, and a trolley 
shuttle to visit a memorial in Allegheny Cemetery where 54 unidentified bodies are buried in a common grave.  
The loss of life at the arsenal was the largest single day loss of civilian life during the war but was over 
shadowed by the battle at Antietam that occurred on the same day.  The explosions at the arsenal were said to be 
heard over 2 miles away. 
 
 
Lt. Ezra S. Griffin Camp #8  -  Scranton 
 
1.    Open Houses were held each month with the exception of December.  They are held from    
       noon to 3pm and included guided tours through the Meeting room and Museum. 
2.    In February, the Camp adopted the grave of Lt. Nicholas VanBuskirk who carried the flag to  
       safety at Gettysburg.  VanBuskirk is buried in the Shawnee Cemetery in Plymouth. 
3.    Commander Wolfe attended the Lincoln Day Luncheon hosted by the Mt. Union Church  
       Camp #502 in Somerset where he was treated to a home cooked turkey dinner. 
4.    Two (2) new members joined our Camp; they are Giovan Lisi and Rain Keating. 
5.    A money donation was given to the Wayne County Memorial Restoration Committee who is  
       restoring a Civil War monument at the Court House Square in Honesdale. 
6.    Members Don Holdridge, Steve Thompson and Bob Gregory attended the St. Patrick’s Day  
       Parade in Scranton. 
7.    On March 31st, the Camp hosted a group of Brothers from the Harrisburg and Sunbury  
       Camps.  A tour of the Meeting room and Museum was held and refreshments were served. 
8.    A big thank you to Frost Decker and Justin Swan for the continuous cleaning of weapons in  
       the Museum. 
9.    Scott Teeters attended the funeral of the Commander of Camp #89, Brother Bob Hileman. 
10.  We recognized the passing of Brother John Schaefer. 
11.  On March 17, the following Members marched in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade: Commander  
       Robert Sulger, Ray Sulger and John Hart. 
12.  On April 21st the Appomattox Luncheon was held. 
13.  On April 28th, the setting of flags on graves in local cemeteries (Dunmore, Forest Hill and  
       Cathedral) was held at 10am. 
14.  On May 27th, the Sons and Ladies held their Memorial Day Ceremony at 10am at the  
       Dunmore Cemetery. 
15.  A ceremony of Departed Brothers was held for members this past year.  Those departed  
       include: Perry G. Fuller, 1999; Carl G. Miller, 1999; Edward Walter, 1999; Clifton R.  
       Moore, 2001; Edgar A. Neville, 2001; Frederic R. Leber, 2002; Gerald Lynady, 2002; John  
       F. Storm, 2002; Phillip J. Clifford, 2003; George H. Transue, 2003; Donald J. Trotter, 2003;  
       Alfred E. Conforti, 2004; John W. Harrison, 2004; Russell W. Jones, 2004; Ronald L.  
       Albert, 2005; Donald B. Cahoon Jr., 2005; Robert Long, 2005; John J. Coval, 2006; Fred S.  
       Smith, 2008; Alan H. Sweeney, 2008; John W. Ferry, 2009; Thomas J. Gaughan, 2009; John  



       M. May, 2009; Perry T. Fuller, 2011; John W. Schaefer, 2012; and Robert E. Sweeney Sr.,  
       2012. 
16.  An American flag stand was found by Craig Kelly and Scott Teeters and was donated to the  
       Ladies.  The Eagle for the staff was repaired by Scott Teeters. 
17.  July 4th was Flag Day at Nay Aug Park. 
18.  Camp member Dale Keklock was in a play called, “Death of an Innocent Man,” in which  
       was about an Archbald man that was killed in the riots during the Civil War drafting.  The  
       play was held on October 13th at St. Thomas Church, Church Street, in Archbald at the exact  
       spot in which the event had happened. 
19.  On November 17th was the Remembrance Day Parade in Gettysburg.  Many members  
        attended.  The weather clear, but cool and many re-enactors participated. 
20.  The annual Christmas party was held in December 6th at Maty’s in Taylor,  It was enjoyed  
        by all that attended. 
 
 
John Hartranft Camp #15 - Harrisburg 

 
From left to right, are: David Demmy, Greg Kline, PCC, Stan Zellers, PCC, Dave Klinepeter, PCC and 
Larry Sheibley-Beasom, PCC 
 

Camp 15 Summary of Events: 
 
2012 was a busy year for the Brothers of Gen John F. Hartranft Camp #15 of Harrisburg, beginning in January 
with what has become an annual field trip to the Battle of the Bulge living history event at Fort Indiantown Gap. 
We were joined this year by Members of Camp #503 in Sunbury as well.  February 18th  saw the Camp 
participate in 2 separate recruiting events on the same weekend, one at the National Civil War Museum in 



Harrisburg and another at the Army Heritage Center at Carlisle. On March 31st, we again joined with the 
Brothers and Sisters of Camp #503 and Auxiliary on a field trip to the GAR Museum in Scranton. The artifacts 
there are amazing and the hospitality shown to us by the Brothers & Sisters in Scranton was outstanding!   
 
After a successful Winter of 2012, Camp #15 started the Spring in good form by participating in the 
commemoration of the 151st Anniversary of the Opening of Camp Curtin in Harrisburg. Brothers Dave Demmy 
Sr. and Dave Klinepeter were among the list of participants which included dignitaries from around the Capital 
region.  Memorial Day weekend was again a busy one, as Camp #15 performed it's long standing duty of 
assisting in the decoration of veteran's graves and the GAR Memorial plot in the old Harrisburg Cemetery at 
13th & State Streets.  That Monday, we marched for our ninth consecutive year in the Gettysburg Memorial 
Day Parade.  
 
Camp #15 breaks from regular business meetings during the Summer months but sent several delegates to the 
Department Encampment in Greensburg in June and Brother Dave Demmy, Sr represented us at the National 
Encampment in California in August.   
 
Each of our regular business meetings includes a presentation by our long serving Patriotic Instructor/GAR 
Historian Dave Klinepeter but 2012 also included 3 presentations by some of our other Brothers. In February, 
Coast Guard veteran and Camp #15 Brother Tony Kline presented a program on the Revenue Cutter Service. In 
March, Cooper's Battery B (which includes many Camp #15 Brothers) did a live artillery demonstration after 
the meeting at the National Civil War Museum and in October, Brother Jeff Smith presented a program on Civil 
War infantry. 
 
Camp #15 rounded the year out by participating in the Remembrance Day Parade in Gettysburg in November 
and by hosting over 40 Brothers, Sisters and guests at our annual Christmas Party in December which saw Scott 
Debo installed as the new Commander of Camp #15 and Dave Klinepeter, PCC  received his 70 year member 
pin! Brother Larry Sheibley-Beasom, PCC received a commendation for his years of service as Camp #15 
Secretary. 
 
2012 was certainly a busy and rewarding year for Camp #15 and we look forward to another active year of 
service to our community and our Order in 2013! 
 
Submitted in Fraternity, Charity & Loyalty, 
  
Gregory E. Kline, PCC 
Secretary 
Gen John F. Hartranft Camp # 15, Harrisburg 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Gen. Geo. H. Thomas Camp #19  -  Lancaster 

 

 The floral industry united in patriotism on May 28th, 2012, distributing 103,000 free roses in 82 cemeteries across 
the country for visitors to place on veterans’ graves. 
 Camp #19’s Lancaster, PA GAR cemetery section was selected to be part of a Ramiro Penaherra  of  ‘Flowers for 
Kids’ and the Delaware Valley Floral Group annual Memorial Day Service.  The program is to place  flowers on the 
graves of as many vets as possible. Our local Flowers by Paulette shop was looking for a Lancaster, PA cemetery to hold 
this event at.  
 They were impressed with the historical value, appearance, and care given to our Lancaster, PA GAR cemetery 
section.  This first annual Lancaster, PA event was held on May 28th, 2012 and over 1,200 roses were placed on veterans 
graves. 
 
 

 
 

 Camp #19 also held our Traditional May 30th service at this site. 



In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 
John J. Heine 
 

Gen. James Garfield Camp #34  -  Mount Carmel 

 Over 170 American flags were placed on the graves of Civil War and Spanish-American War veterans 
in four local cemeteries by the brothers of Garfield Camp for the Memorial Day holiday.  On Memorial Day, 
May 28th, the Camp held a service at the grave of Alfred Ayres, a private in Company G, 129th Regiment, 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, at Mount Carmel Cemetery.  The Camp began this program as part of 
Borough of Mount Carmel Memorial Day activities in 1993. 
 On May 27th, the Mount Carmel Area Joint Veterans Committee's monthly "Changing of the Colors" 
flag ceremony was held in honor and memory of Samuel O'Donnell, a private in both Company F, 177th 
Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry and Company G, 9th Pennsylvania Cavalry.  The flag that 
flies during the Memorial Day holiday has honor a Civil War veteran since 2001. 
 At the Camp's May meeting, Secretary/Treasurer Hugh A. Jones presented a print of the Camp's 
namesake, James A. Garfield, in Civil War attire on horseback.  The portrait now hangs in the Camp's meeting 
room. 
 This year, the Camp will be celebrating its 130th anniversary.  Organized on May 9, 1883, and chartered 
on August 9th, 1883, three Department Commanders have come from Garfield Camp, Charles L. John, Will H. 
Pensyl, and James N. Smith.  Although small in numbers, the Camp is proud of the fact that it has never let in 
charter lapse and has never forgotten those who wore the Blue.  
 
David Berezovske 
Commander 
James A. Garfield Camp No. 34 
Mount Carmel 
 

John T. Crawford Camp #43  -  Kittanning 
 
 The John T. Crawford Camp #43 and the Sarah A Crawford Auxiliary hosted a veterans’ appreciation 
picnic on June 10, 2012 in Kittanning, PA.  The event,  PAP Ellen Essenwein, who proposed and chaired 
the event described it as a resounding success.  The picnic was a day of appreciation as local veterans were 
treated to a free picnic lunch, a certificate of appreciation and a free key chain courtesy of Camp and 
Auxiliary #43. One Vietnam veteran commented that the certificate of appreciation meant more to him than 
anything else he ever received. 
 Our group has received many positive comments from those in attendance and those asking when it will 
be held again. 
 During the lunch, many veterans stood and spoke about their service to the country many with tears in 
their eyes. 
   



                           
PAP Ellen Essenwein with her uncle Dan Brown, a WWII combat veteran at the Veterans Picnic 2012 

 
Future members of the SUVCW and ASUVCW Camp and Auxiliary #43 place flags on veteran’s 
markers in local cemeteries for Memorial Day.  Pictured are Ruth Johns and Corgan McCanna. 
 

 
Members of John T. Crawford Camp #43 escort a flag draped coffin during the Kittanning Memorial 
Day Parade. 

 
 

 



J. P. Brindle Camp #50  -  Carlisle 

Brindle Camp is the sponsor of the Lincoln Luncheon for this year.  See attached flyer. 

 

Jerome Gennara Camp #90  -  Trappe 

 

 

 
On May 29th, 2012, at Morris Cemetery, in Phoenixville, at the Soldiers Monument, Camp #90  
Brothers (left to right) Camp Commander Jack Ertell, George Sprenkle, Wayne Blattner, and  
Michael Gennaria. 
 
 At the end of 2012, the Jerome Gennari Camp #90, SUVCW completed is 14th year of existence. We  
meet the 4th Sunday of the month, 2:00 P.M., at the Spring-Ford Historical Society, on Main Street, in  
Royersford Pa. 
 We opened our January 23rd, 2012 meeting with the installation of Camp #90 officers. 
Under the direction of Camp Commander Brother Ertell, our small but active group of ten Brothers pride  
ourselves in various areas. Our group includes educators, authors, and re-enactors, and they in turn speak and  
promote the subject of the American Civil War. Many of us attend Civil War related seminars and special  
events. A few of our members have very close ties to the local historical societies, and other related special  



interest groups. When we meet monthly, we share our experiences in reference to these groups with each other,  
which make the discussions at our meetings informative and lively. 
 Camp #90 is involved in recognizing and honoring our local Eagle Scouts. But in the past year, Brother  
Wayne Blattner, our Eagle Scout contact, had the honor of attending a Girl Scouts of America Gold Award 
presentation, which is the highest award a Girl Scout can earn. The ceremony was organized by Miss Skyelur  
Festa, from Troop #7296. For her project, she designed and directed the placement of a historical marker  
designating the Grand Army of the Republic, Samuel Zook Post #11 soldier’s plots in Montgomery Cemetery, 
Norristown PA. Brother Blattner did a short historical presentation on one of the Civil War veterans buried in  
the plot. Skyelur did a great job honoring this hollowed ground with the marker. 
 Camp #90 also recognized three Eagle scouts during 2012. They were Tim Cross, Ryan Satterthwaite,  
and Charles Oehler. A SUVCW certificate and a congratulatory letter were sent to these young men. 
 On May 29th, 2012, our camp fulfilled its Memorial Day SUVCW obligation by participating at a  
graveside service for Civil War Veterans. This year we met at Morris Cemetery in Phoenixville Pennsylvania,  
where many boys in blue are buried. We performed the SUVCW ceremony at the Soldier’s Monument.  
Brothers Wayne Blattner, George Sprenkle, Michael Gennaria, and Camp Commander Jack Ertell attended. 
 Camp #90 was sadden by the death of one our charter members and past camp secretary Harvey J. 
Gennaria. He was 88 years old, and served in the US Navy in World War II and the Korean War. Brother 
Harvey was a mainstay of support for Camp #90, and along with his brother Harold Gennaria were the primary 
founders of Camp #90 fourteen years ago. Harvey was a great person and a gracious human being, and will be 
missed. 
 At the Department of Pennsylvania’s 132st Annual Encampment in Greensburg PA, our camp proudly  
ran an advertisement in the Encampment & Memorial Book listing our officers. Also included in the book was  
a list of our current camp members showing their respective Civil War ancestor’s name and regiment. Brother  
Wayne Blattner attended this Encampment. 
 Camp #90 is always opened to new members. For information on Camp #90, contact Camp Secretary 
Wayne Blattner, phone #610-948-6285 or email WBLATTNER1@Comcast.net 
    
Wayne N. Blattner. PCC 
 

Washington Camp #120  -  Washington 

Brothers, 
  
 It is my sad duty to report the death of brother William McVay, age 71, who died Wednesday, 
November 14th, 2012, in Donnell House.  Bill's many talents included that of bagpiper, photography and 
woodworking.  He was a veteran of the US Air Force. Bill rarely missed a meeting and served as Camp 
photographer until failing health slowed him down.  On a personal level, Bill was just a flat out likeable man.   
Surviving are his wife, five sons, four brothers, 16 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren.  Military rites were 
accorded grave side by American Legion Post 175. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Joseph Shaffer     
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Private Silas Gore Camp #141  -  Bradford County 
 

 
Newest member of Camp 141, Russel Burkett. 
 
Private Silas Gore Camp #141 Rededications 

 Members and friends of the Private Silas Gore Camp #141 honored Civil War veterans by rededicating 
new gravestones at both Rome and LeRaysville Cemeteries in the heart of the endless mountains, Bradford 
County.  This Veterans' Day, 2012 saw the joining of Civil War re-enactors, representing the 141st 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry Company A, the 137 New York Volunteer Infantry, and Gore Camp #141 
members. 
 With great dignity befitting the occasion, the ceremonies, adhering to the SUV's Ritual of Ceremonies 
booklet, were carried out under an Autumn sun radiating on the assembled participants and generously 
numbered spectators.  Fully outfitted drummers and a fifer were present and afforded patriotic tunes which 
added to the solemnity of the occasion.  Civil War Chaplin Al Kline spoke eloquently as those present 
reverently bowed their heads.  A full volley, by thirteen mustered rifles, echoed from the mountainsides and 
rolled away down the valleys. 
 Camp Commander Kurt D. Lafy, also of the 141st PVI reenacting group, presided over each affair.  
Camp Secretary and former, camp president, Steve Hall, while working towards finding Civil War soldiers 
graves in Bradford County, discovered these stones needed replacing.  Working with the Veterans 
Administration, before the rules change, he was able to garner new stones for the "Boys in Blue".  Brother 
Hall's diligent work ensures these ancient warriors' grave sites will not drift inexorably towards the fog that time 
develops. 



 

Mt. Union Church Camp #502  -  Rockwood 

Nine Civil War Veterans buried in Union Cemetery, Meyersdale, PA, were honored on May 20th, 2012. Each 
soldier received a spoken summary, a wreath, and a gun salute. Members of Camp #502, Somerset County, PA 
organized the Memorial Service, which included the Sons, their Auxiliary, DUVCW Tents 56 and 61, and other 
community members, who related facts of their service, and also the productive lives they lived following the 
war. Some community members were chosen because they were descendants of the soldiers, which created a 
memory for those descendants who might not otherwise have an awareness of their ancestor's sacrifices. 
 With the help of the local Meyersdale librarian, Cynthia Mason, Camp members were successful in 
locating the unmarked grave of a member of the USCT, James Carter. Carter's pension papers were filed with 
an incorrect Regiment, and we have not been successful in locating his correct service record as yet. A wooden 
cross was placed as a temporary marker for his grave until the Camp can obtain a more lasting memorial. 
 The honor guard, led by Rev. James Monticue, Camp Chaplain, gave a gun salute at each grave, which 
went well, until an old musket misfired at Carter's grave, sending SUV member, Tom Bitner, of Ligonier PA to 
the Emergency Room. Bitner survived, with a small piece of his pinkie missing; the gun did not survive. The 
incident, while shocking to those never in combat, gave everyone a small appreciation of the horrors of real 
battle. 
 The Camp selects a different cemetery to visit each year, and the Memorial Services have become so 
popular that we've been requested to do two for 2013. A calendar of events for meetings and services can be 
found at www.mtunion.org. 
 

 
The Honor Guard preparing for the grave of James Carter. L-R Robert Caton, Dean Brant, Martin 
Hurl, Braxton Berkey, Jonathan Pletcher, Tom Bitner, and Rev. James Monticue 

http://www.mtunion.org/


 
The Memorial Services have become well attended and supported by Camp members and others from 
the community 
 

General J.P.S. Gobin Camp #503  -  Sunbury 
 

 
From left to right: Cody Bowersox, Camp #503 Commander Greg Kline and Brandon Fisher 
 



 
 
 

 On February 12th, 2012, Camp #503 of Sunbury, Pennsylvania participated in an Eagle Scout Court of 
Honor.  The boys are members of Troop 415, Middleburg, Pennsylvania. Camp #503 was Chartered in 2011 
and began an Eagle Scout Award program almost immediately. In 2012, we awarded 10 Eagle Scout 
Certificates of Commendation, of which 7 were presented in person at the Courts of Honor. 
 
Greg Kline 
Commander 
Gen. J.P.S. Gobin Camp # 503, Sunbury 

 
 

Isaac Eaton Camp #504  -  Mercer 
 

 
Mercer – Tim Bennett of the Mercer County Historical Society, displays this Grand Army of the 
Republic coat that is thought to have belonged to Wilbur Henderson, a Mercer County resident and 
former Union soldier and quartermaster who was present for President Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
Address November 19th, 1863 
 
Grand Army of the Republic set the stage for modern veterans’ organizations 
 
By PHILLIP A. RAU 
prau@recordargusnews.com 

mailto:prau@recordargusnews.com


 
 When you think about America’s Civil War, what comes to mind? 
 Maybe it’s a favorite battle: Bull Run, Antietam or the legendary Gettysburg, memorialized in more than 
one movie and television miniseries. 
 Maybe it’s a favorite Civil War figure: President Abraham Lincoln, Confederate General Robert E. Lee 
or Union Commander Ulysses S. Grant. 
 Maybe it’s defining moment: Lee’s official surrender at Appomattox Courthouse in Virginia. 
 Is it what happened afterward? 
 Not the liberation of slaves, or the reunification of America, but for the veterans who survived the four-
year conflict that killed nearly half a million Americans. 
 Histories of the war often focus on the men who died fighting it. 
 But in the Union army alone, more than 2.5 million soldiers fought from 1861 to 1865.  What happened 
to those who didn’t perish on the battlefield? 
 The answer, say Tim Bennett, vice-president of Mercer County Historical Society, is actually pretty 
important. 
 “We always talk about these guys during the four years the fought…but as people, they came back home 
to live their lives.  What happened to them?” 
 At least for the men of the Union army, the answer is this: They came home and built a fraternal 
organization that would grow into one of the most powerful political groups of its time: The Grand Army of the 
Republic. 
 Founded in 1866 in Decatur, Ill., the army was a first: A veterans’ organization dedicated to preserving 
the battlefield legacy of its members.  That was a new concept in a country more used to soldiers melting back 
into society after a war’s end. 
 “There was no organization.  You went, fought the war and came home and lived life as a civilian,” 
Bennett said.  “After the Civil War, we saw a big change.  These guys didn’t want people to forget what they 
had done.” 
 Along the way, it also found itself as one of the most powerful political groups in America – and a 
group, too, that advocated equal rights for the nearly 250,000 black soldiers who fought for the Union cause. 
 By the late 1890s, the GAR had nearly half a million members and helped elect three of its own – 
Ulysses S. Grant and William McKinley, among them – to the office of the President of the United States. 
 

 
This post book and veteran card are two examples of localized record-keeping that the Grand Army of 
the Republic pioneered as part of its efforts to promote the legacy of the Civil War veterans.  The 
organization’s innovations remain in use today, in forms of veterans’ groups such as the American 
Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars.  
  
 But by then, the organization – which offered membership to only Union soldiers who served in the 
Army, Navy, Marines or Cutter Service – was waning.  By 1956, the GAR was dead, along with the last Civil 
War veteran. 



 What it left after its passing, Bennett said, was a blueprint for the veterans’ organizations of today.  
Fighting for pensions, voting rights and equality and advocating for the issues veterans and their families cared 
about.  The organization also built the framework of localized posts and record-keeping that endures today. 
 “They were very big on perpetuating the memory of what they did, their service,” he said.  “And with 
service to their soldiers’ widows and orphans. 
 What may never be replicated, however, is the bond among all veterans of the Civil War, Bennett said. 
 We’re losing the last of our World War II veterans now, (and) in my lifetime, I’ve never seen those guys 
together like this,” Bennett said, referring to archival footage of the great reunions held by Civil War veterans 
each year; the reunions reached their peak near the turn of the century, when 50,000 veterans from both the 
Confederacy and the Union army descended on Gettysburg.  “These guys were devoted to each other.” 
 
 

 
 
 Members of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and 10th PA Infantry performed a Memorial 
Dedication ceremony at Woodland Cemetery, in Grove City in honor of a Mercer County Civil War Soldier 
who was killed in Action on Christmas Day 1864.  The Western PA Civil War Re-enactors gathered on the 
Traditional ‘Decoration Day’ on May 30th to dedicate a memorial headstone to Jacob Bohlander who was a 
member of the 100th Pa. Vol. Infantry. 
The memorial was place in Woodland Cemetery next to the grave of Brig. General Norman J. Maxwell who 
was the commander of the 100th PA Infantry. 
Vice Commander of the local VFW, Rex Klinginsmith and several other descendants of the Bohlander family 
were on hand to witness the Dedication and were moved by the Solemnity of the Ceremony. 
 The local Mercer County Historical Societies Civil War group will be hosting ‘Camp Maxwell’ once 
again here in Grove City’s Memorial Park on August 24, 25, 26th, 2012. 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 



133rd ANNUAL PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT ENCAMPMENT 
OF THE ALLIED ORDERS OF 

THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 
June 27th-30th, 2013 

 
Will be held at the Eisenhower Inn, located at 2634 Emmetsburg Rd., Gettysburg, PA.  
     • Rooms are $105.00+ tax per night. Reservations must be made before May 27, 2013 by  
       calling the Eisenhower Inn at (717) 334-8121.  
     • Book your reservations under “Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic”.  
 
Special activities to include: 150th Anniversary Observance of the Battle of Gettysburg on 
Saturday afternoon at the Peace Light— join us for this once in a lifetime occasion.  
  
     • Deli Buffet luncheon for Friday and Saturday - cost $16.50 per day. See below for banquet  
        reservations. Must make reservations no later than June 7, 2013 and mail to: Margaret    
        Shuttlesworth 3702 Montour Street Harrisburg, PA 17111. Make the payment to “PA  
        Department SUVCW”.  
     • Menu choice: Sliced Roast Sirloin of Beef – served with gravy OR Seasoned Boneless  
        Breast of Chicken Topped with Supreme Sauce. Includes: salad, vegetable, mashed  
        potatoes, rolls and butter, dessert, Fresh Brewed Coffee-Tea-Decaf-Iced Tea. Cost is  
        $27.00 per person.  
     • For children only. Friday Banquet: Chicken fingers, fries, applesauce, vegetable, dessert,  
        and drink. Cost is $12.50 per child. For Friday lunch: hamburger and for Saturday lunch:  
        chicken fingers. Cost same as Banquet.  
 
_______________________detach at this line ________________________  
 
Make the payment to “PA Department SUVCW” and send reservations to: 
  
Margaret Shuttlesworth 3702 Montour Street Harrisburg, PA 17111 
  
Name ________________________ Choice___________ Price________  
Name ________________________ Choice___________ Price________  
Name ________________________ Choice___________ Price________  
Please circle the buffet/buffets you want to attend:  
Name___________________Friday Buffet | Saturday Buffet Total Price_____ 
Name___________________Friday Buffet | Saturday Buffet Total Price_____  
We look forward to seeing you at the Encampment!  

Yours in Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty. Site and Banquet Committee. 



Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Auxiliary to Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic 

Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War  1861-1865 
 

We would ask that each and every one of our Members support the 
Encampment by you purchase of ads in our program book.  Your 
Support is necessary for the survival of the Encampment.  Please use 
this form to order your ad and send a check made out to: 

 

Richard Orr, PCinC 
153 Connie Dr. 

Pittsburgh, PA  15214 
 

Deadline for receipt of ads is May 16, 2013 

Rates are as follows: 
 

Full Page – $40.00 
Half Page – $25.00 

Quarter Page - $15.00 
Eighth Page - $10.00 

Name and Title – 5.00 
Name – 2.00 

 

All artwork must be provided and be in a digital form.  If submitting a 
Microsoft word document, it must be in a .doc format not .docx  I do not 
have office 2010 or newer and cannot read docx documents.  I don't 
have the capability to scan artwork.  Digital copies of ads can be e-
mailed to suvcworr@aol.com with payment sent to address above. 

 

 



 
Brindle Camp #50 and the 

Pennsylvania Department, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

are pleased to invite you to the annual 

 

Lincoln Luncheon 
 

Saturday, February 23rd, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. 

United States Army Heritage Education Center, 950 Soldiers Drive, Carlisle, PA 

 

Lunch is your choice of: 

1. Oven Roasted Beef topped with a Red Wine demi-glace and garlic mashed potatoes 
2. Boneless Chicken Breast with a light Lemon Chicken Veloute and garlic mashed potatoes 
3. Garden Vegetable Lasagna with layers of garden fresh vegetables, ricotta cheese, parmesan 
cheese, and tender pasta sheets topped with a cream sauce. 
 
All meals include salad, rolls, vegetable, dessert, iced tea, and coffee. 
 

$29.00 per person 
 

USAHEC Staff Historian as guest speaker- topic to be announced 
Dinner also includes admission to the “Soldier Experience Gallery,” a recently completed 4.5 
million dollar interactive museum dedicated to the U.S. Army soldiers of all eras. The Research 
Library and museum will be open from 9 AM to 5 PM. In addition, the Army Heritage Trail 
will be open from dawn to dusk. Banquet room will open at 12 noon. 

 
Checks may be made out to:  
Pennsylvania Department, SUVCW  
And mailed to: Douglas P. McMillin, 622 N. Pitt St., Carlisle, PA 17013  
Name:                                                            Circle Choice of Entrée:  
1.__________________________________ Beef Chicken Veg. Lasagna  

2.__________________________________ Beef Chicken Veg. Lasagna  

3.__________________________________ Beef Chicken Veg. Lasagna  

4.__________________________________ Beef Chicken Veg. Lasagna  

Phone Number: ________________________________  



Directions:  
FROM THE SOUTHWEST: Drive North on Interstate 81 to Exit 48 (York Road). At the 
bottom of the ramp, turn right. Continue to second stoplight and turn left onto Fairview Street. 
Proceed to next stoplight and turn right onto Army Heritage Drive. Proceed straight through the 
next stop light (intersection of Trindle Road and Army Heritage Drive). You will cross over 
Interstate 81. USAHEC is located on the left hand side of the road. If you proceed to the 
railroad tracks, you have gone too far. 
  
FROM THE NORTHEAST AND NORTH: Go southwest on Interstate 81 to Exit 49. At the 
bottom of the ramp, turn left onto Trindle Road. At next stoplight, turn left at the light onto 
Army Heritage Drive. You will cross over Interstate 81. USAHEC is located on the left hand 
side of the road. If you proceed to the railroad tracks, you have gone too far.  
 
FROM THE EAST OR WEST ON THE PA TURNPIKE: From the PA Turnpike take Exit 226 to 
Rt. 11 South. Continue on Rt. 11 South to the second traffic light, where Sheetz is located. At this 
traffic light, turn left onto Harmony Hall Road. Take next right onto Claremont Road. Take first left 
onto Army Heritage Drive. Continue over the railroad tracks, USAHEC is located on the right hand 
side of the road. If you proceed to the stoplight, you have gone too far. 

 
Camp Commanders and Secretaries 

 
Please contact all members of your Camp and furnish the Department Secretary and Newsletter Editor 

with any changes to your Camp Rosters, which includes anyone having a valid and up to date e-mail address.  
Communication is important to the organization and the faster information is sent and received, the faster Camp 
members will be aware of what is happening within the Organization.  And with the advent of the all-electronic 
Newsletter, an electronic version can be sent directly to all members who have an e-mail, leaving only the non-
electronic version up to the Camp to send out.  

 
Credential Cards 

 
If your intention is to make either the Department Encampment in June 2013 or the National 

Encampment in August 2013, please make sure you obtain a signed card before making either event.  
The Credential Card for the Department Encampment can be obtained from your Camp Secretary and 

must be filled out fully so that you have the right to participate during the business  
meetings and vote. 

The Credential Card for the National Encampment must be filled out fully and signed by the Department 
Secretary before you are able to participate. So please contact your Camp Secretary  
or Camp Commander and he can obtain these for you from the Department. 

The form for the Credential Card is located on the National web site under forms. This is a printable 
form right off of the site.  
The site is www.sucvw.org  

Please make every effort to have these filled out correctly as it makes it easier for those who do the 
registration to help you………. 

 

http://www.sucvw.org/


PRE REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Department of Pennsylvania 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
Annual Encampment 
 
Camp No:________Date:_____________ 
 
Brother:___________________________ 
 
Address:___________________________ 
 
City:____________State:_____Zip:_______ 
 
I am a member in good standing in this camp and 
my rank in the Order is:  
 
_____CinC        _____PCinC        _____DC 
 _____PDC         _____CC             _____PCC 

 
     Attending as  ____delegate  ____alternate 
     Pre-Registration fee is $7.00 by 6/22/2013 
     $10.00 at Encampment 
     Make check payable to: PA Dept., SUVCW 
    And send to:    Secretary/Treasurer: 
                             Charles E. Kuhn Jr., PCinC 
                             464 Lake Meade Dr. 
                             East Berlin, PA 17316 
                             717-259-6156 
                             charlie_kuhn@comcast.net 
                                                

 
 



FUND RAISERS 

SUVCW Belt buckle 

Solid Brass 

SUVCW BELT BUCKLE 

$30.00  ($26 + $4 S&H each) 

Lifetime Guarantee   
Fits up to 1 - 3/4 inch Belt  
Shipped Priority Mail  
Make check or money order payable to:  
Gen. John F. Hartranft Camp 15 

Send order and payment to: 

Larry C. Sheibley 
523 South Fourth Street 

Newport, PA 17074-1316 
 

Support this worthwhile fund-raising project by Camp 15.  Make great Father’s Day; 
Graduation Day; and anytime gifts. 

Purchase a brass belt buckle for your grandkids too! 
These Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War belt buckles are sold nationwide by Camp 
15 of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

Please place your order today for your SUVCW belt buckles! 

SUVCW License Plate 

 

Auto License Plate 
Aluminum - Full Color SUVCW Badge. Blue Lettering on White Background with Red Border  

Send check or money order for $15 (includes S&H) payable to: 
  

Gen. John F. Hartranft Camp 15 
Mail to 

Greg Kline 
205 N. 40th St. Apt. 203 

Harrisburg, PA 17111-2271 
  


	Credential Cards

