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FROM THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDER: 

 
Pennsylvania Brothers,  

 This year begins the five year sesquicentennial events leading up to the 2015 Sesquicentennial 
Celebration which will remember the brave members of the G.A.R. As brothers of the S.U.V.C.W. we endeavor 
to keep the memory of the Civil War and all the brave veterans of the Union in our thoughts every day. In this 
time of public awareness of the Civil War I would encourage you all to share this history, as we have learned it, 
with the public. Many times we see and hear stories of the Civil War which we know to be untrue or twisted to 
meet some other purpose. Let us all strive to present the true facts of the Rebellion through our willingness to 
give of our time to teach and show those who wonder what the sacrifice was all for. It is sometimes not enough 
to say that history has been written. History should be discussed and shared with those who haven’t felt the need 
to read it. History must be remembered so we can learn and make a better future for all.  

   Yours in F, C, & L, 
    Howard Wolfe 
    Pennsylvania Department Commander S,U.V.C.W. 
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FROM OUR CAMPS: 
 

Camp #1 – Philadelphia 
 

Speech delivered at Independence Hall, Philadelphia, PA, Memorial Day, May 31, 2010 by John M. McNulty 
Pennsylvania Department Commander, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War: 
 
 My Brothers and Sisters of the Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic, fellow Citizens, and 
Friends: 
 
 On October 3, 1889, General Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain unknowingly helped define the relationship 
between Civil War Veterans and future generations of Americans with these words. ―In great deeds something 
abides. On great fields something stays. Forms change and pass; bodies disappear, but spirits linger, to 
consecrate ground for the vision-place of souls. And reverent men and women from afar, and generations that 
know us not and that we know not of, heart-drawn to see where and by whom great things were suffered and 
done for them, shall come to this deathless field to ponder and dream; And lo! the shadow of a mighty presence 
shall wrap them in its bosom, and the power of the vision pass into their souls.‖ 
 Memorial Day, a day established to remember the dead of the Civil War, is a fitting day to examine the 
legacy of the Americans who fought and died to preserve the Union. 
 Their living legacy stands here before you today.  We are their descendants.  We carry on the mission of 
the Grand Army of the Republic, largest of all organizations for Union Veterans of the Civil War. This building, 
Independence Hall is their legacy as well.  In life, President Abraham Lincoln spoke here and in death he lay in 
state here. The fact that we still venerate this building as the birthplace of our Nation is only possible because of 
these Veterans’ devotion to service that preserved the Union. This great Nation is their greatest legacy.  All 
Americans, regardless of ancestry, are the legacy of the Union Veterans. This Nation lives because they served.   
 Decoration Day, as this day was once known, has evolved into Memorial Day. As the years have passed 
and more wars have been fought, the war dead of all wars, not just the Civil War, have been added to the Roll of 
Honor. Today we honor all deceased Veterans from the Revolutionary War to today’s conflicts for their service 
to each of us and to the Nation as a whole. 
 We, as their legacy, have a duty to honor them and to perpetuate their memory.  All too often 
monuments dedicated to them are vandalized or plundered. Their graves are neglected and their grave markers 
are stolen or wantonly destroyed. Government agencies that are bound by law to provide flags for Veteran’s 
graves to mark Memorial Day refuse to fulfill their legal and moral obligation. For far too many Americans, 
Memorial Day is marked only by a picnic or a trip to the Shore.  Perhaps most disgusting are the tasteless 
displays of rampant commercialism and corporate greed bombarding the public with Memorial Day sales 
attempting to market everything from automobiles to clothing. 
 It has been said that a Nation that neglects its’ heroes is not worthy of them. I do not believe that the 
United States of America is such a Nation. Americans are, by nature, a grateful people.  On this day I call upon 
all Americans to rededicate themselves to the ideals of this Country and to remember the sacrifices of the men 
and women whose military service has ensured the survival and prosperity of our Nation. 
 In 1868, General John A. Logan, second Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
charged the Comrades of the G.A.R. and each and every American with these words. ―If other eyes grow dull 
and other hands slack, and other hearts cold in the solemn trust, ours shall keep it well as long as the light and 
warmth of life remain in us.‖ 
 General Logan, we your Sons and Daughters are still on duty and we heed your call! 
 

Camp #8 – Scranton 

 
Lt. Ezra S. Griffin Camp # 8 was busy during 2010.  Along with members of Auxiliary #10, and the 

Delaney-DeLacy Guard, S.V. R., we participated in the following events: 



 

 Open Houses at our Hall and Museum in Scranton, throughout the year to the public, held on the third 
Saturday of the month from 12:00 to 3:00 pm unless otherwise scheduled  

 The Lincoln Luncheon in New Cumberland on February 13th 
 Junior Girl Scout Troop #273 visited the Museum on February 18th 
 Commander Sulger and wife Mary Rose attended a Civil War program, hosted by the Scranton 

Children’s Library 
 Camp Member Gary Roche held a presentation on April 11th at the Scranton Library during a Victorian 

Tea and Fashion Show 
 The Appomattox Luncheon in Williamsport 
 The St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Scranton on March 13th 
 Memorial Day Ceremonies in the area on May 31st 
 The Department Encampment in New Cumberland on June 2010 
 The Mayor’s Flag Ceremony at Nay Aug Park in Scranton on July 4th  
 The National Encampment on August 12th through the 15th in Overland Park, Kansas 
 The Mid-Year Meeting on October 30th 
 Remembrance Day Ceremony and Parade, both in Gettysburg on November 20th 

 

Everhart Museum  (Natural History, Science and Art) 
( www.everhart-museum.org ) 
1901 Mulberry St. 
Scranton, PA  18510-2390 
Ph:  (570) 346-7186 
 
UPCOMING EVENT:  "With bullets singing all around me," Regional Stories of the Civil War: February 4 - 
July 17, 2011 

 
The American Civil War was a defining moment for a young nation and 

its people, both free and enslaved. Throughout Northeast Pennsylvania and New 
York's Southern Tier no one was left untouched by the cataclysmic events of 
1861-1865. FY2011 marks the beginning of sesquicentennial observance of this 
historic period. The Everhart Museum will present "With bullets singing all 
around me," a multi-disciplinary exhibit focusing on the Civil War's impact on 
people from the region, particularly the Museum's founder, Dr. Isaiah Fawkes 
Everhart (on left), who served as a field surgeon with the 8th Pennsylvania 
Cavalry. Partnering with regional historical societies and private collectors, the 
Everhart's exhibit will focus on individual stories from both the battlefield and 
the home front. One of the exhibit's highlights will be items owned and used by 
Dr. Everhart. Exhibit partners include: The Center for Anti-Slavery Studies 
(Montrose); Lackawanna Historical Society (Scranton); Lycoming County 

Historical Society (Williamsport); Susquehanna County Historical Society (Montrose); and Chemung County 
Historical Society (Elmira, NY); Steamtown National Historic Site (Scranton); Luzerne County Historical 
Society (Wilkes-Barre); Pike County Historical Society (Milford); Bradford County Historical Society 
(Towanda); Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War Museum (Ezra S. Griffin Camp #8); Christine 
Patterson; Juanita Patience Moss; Ella S. Rayburn; Frank Mroczka; Private Collection; and Rose Melnick 
Medical Museum, Youngstown State University. Partial underwriting for this exhibit is provided by Gertrude 
Hawk Chocolates, Inc. and Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Curtin, and the Penn Security Bank & Trust Company. 
 

 

http://www.everhart-museum.org/


Camp #14 - Johnstown 
 

Union Cavalrymen Killed in North Carolina 
         
  This article involves the graves of 4 Union cavalrymen killed at Rockingham, NC, on March 7, 1865.  
The story started years ago when I was researching Civil War ancestors in my family.  I was somewhat 
successful in finding the information for most of these ancestors.  There are two exceptions; Jacob W. Shugars, 
my great grandfather and Henry Sennet.  According to Jacob’s obituary, he served in the Civil War as a 
teamster and had the good fortune of meeting Abraham Lincoln and shaking his hand. Whereas Jacob served or 
with what regiment, is unknown to me at this time.  As for Henry Sennet, he was a Private in Company I of the 
9th Pennsylvania Cavalry.  According to Bates, his rank, company and regiment and date of death are listed; 
with the exception of his place of burial.   
         Well, last winter my cousin sent me an email concerning one she received from a Ken McCrea of 
Stevens, PA.  He has also been researching the family name of Sennet.  He stated that he was not related to the 
Sennet family but just wanted to help.  He sent this website for my cousin to check out: 
http://www.cumberlink.com/articles/2010/02/27/news/local/doc4b89e4bfbfe6d714035932.txt.  It appears that 
descendants of three soldiers buried in North Carolina are from Cumberland County, Pennsylvania area.  The 
article on this web link is self explanatory; the Henry Sennet in this story is my great-great uncle.  We have not 
learned much more about the headstone, but I was advised that the VA is very slow.  Once the headstones are 
acquired, Mr. Irving Long of the Richmond Historical Society hopes to have a grave dedication. 
        What really took me back was the vote by the society on placing headstones on the graves.  The vote 
was split 50-50; the reason for the 50 Nay votes was due to the animosity held against Sherman and his March 
to the Sea.  Well, I am pleased that cooler heads prevailed and I now know where my uncle is laid to rest.  I 
have since learned more of Henry; he left a wife and two children, but his younger brother Francis, also a 
veteran married his brother’s widow and cared for her until her death.  As I said, I knew of Henry’s service, but 
also that of his brothers John (12th Pennsylvania Cavalry), William & Francis (1st Pennsylvania Reserves) and 
Eli with the 22nd Pennsylvania Cavalry.  There is another brother, George.  I was told that a Sennet served and 
carried a musket at the age of 14. 
 If Eli enlisted in 1863 at age 17, possibly George enlisted the same year, he would have been 14 years 
old.  But my search continues, hopefully, next year I will be attending ceremonies at Henry’s grave and I will 
have learned of the military history of Jacob Shugars and George Sennet.  I forgot to mention, Jacob married 
Elizabeth Sennet, sister to these (six) 6 Sennet brothers. 
  
Tom Shugars, Camp #14 

Final Muster     

Robert L. Snavely, 91, Belmont, died October 6, 2010, at Memorial Medical Center.   He was born July 26, 
1919, in Johnstown, son of Harry and Hedrick (Tross) Snavely. He was initiated into Camp #14 on January 8, 
1994.  He was an active member until his health declined and held the office of Camp Historian. 
 

Camp #15 - Harrisburg 
 

 Harrisburg Camp #15 began servicing the community on 11 February 1882 and received its Gen. John 
F. Hartranft name on November 5, 1889.  
           It went through a slump during the years 1962-1999 when its membership dropped to single digits and it 
became near inactive.  With the help of some members of Gettysburg Camp #112, who held dual membership, 
Camp #15 was able to revive itself on March 24, 1999.  It now has a membership of over sixty brothers 
supporting the south central Pennsylvania area.  

http://www.cumberlink.com/articles/2010/02/27/news/local/doc4b89e4bfbfe6d714035932.txt


          The Hartranft Camp is pleased to announce it has been instrumental in assisting new Brothers of the 
Sunbury area in establishing a new Camp, General J.P.S. Gobin Camp #503.  This mainly because of brothers 
holding dual memberships.  We welcome our brother camp into the fold!  
 Camp 15 was represented at the Commander-in-Chief Leo Kennedy’s testimonial dinner in New 
England in January 2010. 
           Besides our usual activities this year, the Camp hosted the February Pennsylvania Department Lincoln 
Luncheon at New Cumberland and the June Pennsylvania Department Encampment and Allied Orders Banquet.  

For Memorial Day, various members of the Camp marched in parades in Sunbury, Northumberland and 
Gettysburg. Several members including our immediate Past Camp Commander, Greg Kline, participated in all 
three. Commander John Deppen marched in two and had several speaking engagements!    In addition, Camp 15 
met at the Historic Harrisburg Cemetery for our annual grave decorating and then carpooled to the National 
Civil War Museum and prepared welcome bags for the 2010 Pennsylvania Encampment.   Commander Deppen, 
along with several other Camp members, represented Camp 15 at the Norristown Cemetery and laid a wreath at 
Gen. Hartranft's grave in that city.  

Three weeks later, Harrisburg was the host city for the Pennsylvania Encampment. We assisted the site 
committee with welcome bags, centerpieces and setting up the Allied Orders banquet and PCC Brother Greg 
Kline was Toastmaster for the banquet.   

Shortly thereafter, the Camp held its annual summer picnic in Colonial Park.   
During October, several Brothers reported for duty as an honor guard for President Abraham Lincoln, 

portrayed by SUVCW Brother James Getty, at the annual activities held at the Silfer House!  
       And, in November, Camp 15 was presented 
among the marchers in the Remembrance Day 
parade in Gettysburg, both within the parade and 
near the reviewing stand.  
 Recently in December, Brothers participated 
in Wreathes for Warriors program. 
            Best wishes for a New Year to all our 
SUVCW brother Camps and sister organizations of 
the Department of Pennsylvania of the Allied Orders 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

  
 

   
Photo of Camp Patriotic Instructor, Brother David J. Klinepeter, presenting SUVCW license plate to Pennsylvania 
Department Commander Howard F. Wolfe. 

 

Camp #19 - Lancaster 
 
General George H. Thomas, Camp #19, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, will proudly host the Pennsylvania 
Dept. SUVCW Annual Lincoln Luncheon 2011 on February 12, 2011, from Noon – 4pm. 

                                                                         
  
 
Daniel Mark Epstein, the Keynote 
Speaker for the luncheon,  is an Award 
Winning Lincoln Scholar and Author of: 
The Lincolns: Portrait of a Marriage; 
Lincoln’s Men: The President and His 
Private Secretaries; Lincoln and 
Whitman: Parallel Lives In Civil War 
Washington. 



Final Muster  Camp #19    
John Ward Wilson Loose, 85, Lancaster Township, passed from this life on January 14, 2011.  He was 

initiated into Camp #19 in 1993.   
 

Camp #43 - Kittanning 
 

 
  

On Wednesday September 15, 2010, Department of Pennsylvania Sr. Vice Commander Richard 
Essenwein presented Colleen Chambers of the Indiana Historical Society the original Charter of GAR Post 28 
from Indiana, PA.  The charter was recently discovered in storage and was presented on loan to the Indiana 
Historical Society.  The charter will remain the property of the Department of Pennsylvania.   Post 28 met in the 
Silas Clark House, home of the Indiana Historical Society.  The artifact now hangs in the same meeting room 
where it hung over 100 years ago.  Post 28 was organized on June 28, 1878. 
 The John T. Crawford Camp #43, SUVCW and the Sarah A. Crawford Auxiliary, will have the honor of 
hosting the Pennsylvania Civil War Road Show August 5,6,7, 2011.  The Road Show will be displayed in 
Kittanning's Riverfront Park and will be held in conjunction with the 40th Annual Fort Armstrong Folk Festival. 
The Fort Armstrong Folk Festival is a fine arts and crafts festival held along the tree lined banks of the beautiful 
Allegheny River that uplifts the community’s spirit and pays tribute to Armstrong County’s heritage. This 
festival has attracted over 80,000 visitors in the past. 
 This will be the Road Show's only visit to Armstrong County.  The Camp is working with local officials 
and various other historical organizations in the area as well as the Festival Board.  A multitude of programs are 
being planned by the Camp / Auxiliary for the Road Show.  We invite all living historians, re-enactors, 
members of the Allied Orders to attend and share your knowledge with our guests.  As always, we remind 
folks, uniforms and period dress are not required to honor your ancestor.  Please direct questions or comments 
to Richard Essenwein civilwarkittanning@yahoo.com or 724-664-2424. 
 

 

http://tribune-democrat.com/obituaries/x921679368/Robert-L-Snavely
mailto:civilwarkittanning@yahoo.com


 During the Civil War it was common for the infantry solders to wake at 3AM and then to march 25 
miles during the day. Members of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, John T. Crawford, Camp# 43, 
decided to do a living history walk in full Civil War uniform. The walk began in Cherry Tree on September 24, 
2010, and ended on Sunday, September 26, in Blairsville. The walk took a reverse underground railroad route 
from Cherry Tree to the Underground Railroad Museum in Blairsville. Approximately twenty five people 
joined them during the Three Day March. 
 The Three Day March was done as a fundraiser/awareness project for the proposed Indiana County Civil 
War Memorial.  Approximately 2800 Indiana County Civil War Veterans sacrificed and put their lives on hold 
so that our Union could be preserved. This honoring of our Veterans will take the form of a life sized bronze 
statue of a Civil War Private atop a barn stone base. The proposed memorial will be placed in the front lawn of 
the Silas Clark House, a former GAR Post 28 meeting hall. As the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War 
approaches, the timeliness of this project is paramount. 
 For more information email : restonarms@yahoo.com or mail donations/questions to Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, John T. Crawford, Camp#43, P.O. Box 339, Starford, PA 15777. 
 
Camp #89 – Tyrone 

May 30 & 31, 2010 
Memorial Day Activities 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
During the GAR portion of the Ceremony, Commander Bob 
Hileman reads the SUVCW Ritual for Memorial Day.  Chaplain 
Don Wesner, Ladies Auxiliary President Carol Hileman and 
Secretary/Treasurer Mike Gherrity look on. 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
Camp Brothers and Ladies Auxiliary members attended memorial Day activities in conjunction with the 

Tyrone American Legion and Tyrone VFW members in and around the Tyrone area.  Activities began Sunday 
morning May 30 with a Church Service in Grazierville and luncheon at the Tyrone American Legion Post 281 
attended by Commander Bob Hileman, Camp Chaplain Don Wesner, Camp Members Chip and John Dillon, 
Ladies Auxiliary Members Carol Hileman, Sandie and Rhonda Dillon and Helen Wesner.  Afterwards, Camp 
Members Chip Dillon and Mike Gherrity attended a small Cemetery Service at the Birmingham Boro 
Community Cemetery.  That afternoon, Chip and Mike, along with Ladies Auxiliary Member Rhonda Dillon 
attended Cemetery Services around the Tyrone area, including Baughman Cemetery, Bald Eagle Cemetery and 
ended the day at the Tyrone Colonial Courtyard Retirement Facility. 
 On Monday May 31, a number of Camp 89 Members attended the large Memorial Service at Soldier’s 
Park across from the Tyrone American Legion Post 281.  The weather was absolutely beautiful for both days 
with lots of sunshine.   
 
 
 
 



Colonel Crowther Days, August 1, 2010 
 

 
                       Member of Camp and Ladies Auxiliary with Department Commander Howard Wolfe, attending 
 
 An event held every year on the first weekend of August in honor of Colonel James Crowther and 
sponsored by the Colonel Crowther Foundation.  Graveside ceremonies are held at the Grandview Cemetery in 
Tyrone with simultaneous honors at Fredericksbury, VA, National Cemetery.  Members of Colonel Crowther 
Camp #89 SUVCW and SUVCW Camp #4, Irish Brigade, participated in the event. 
 Colonel James Crowther, one of the founding fathers and Burgess of Tyrone, Pa. commanded the 110th 
Pennsylvania Volunteers.  He died leading his regiment and the 84th Pennsylvania at Chancellorsville on May 3, 
1863.  His remains are buried in the Fredericksburg National Cemetery.  He is the senior Union officer buried 
there.  His son Sergeant William Crowther, who died at City Point Hospital in Virginia, a member of the 3rd 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, is buried at Grandview Cemetery t Tyrone, Pa.  On the Sunday of Colonel Crowther Day 
weekend, August 7th this year, Brothers of Camp #4 Irish Brigade assemble at Colonel Crowther’s grave in 
Fredericksburg while Brothers from Camp #89 assemble at Sergeant Crowther’s grave in Tyrone.  Contact is 
made by cell phone and wreaths are laid simultaneously at both graves. 
 
 

Camp #90 - Trappe 
 

 At the end of 2010, the Jerome Gennari Camp #90, SUVCW completed is 12th year of existence. We  
meet the 4th Sunday of the month, 2:00 P.M., at the Spring-Ford Historical Society, on Main Street, in  
Royersford PA. During 2010 we were able to make a $100 donation to this local historical society for the use  
of their facility. 
 We opened our January 24, 2010 meeting with the installation of our Camp Commander John Ertell.  
Under the direction of our Brother Ertell, our small but active group of 12 pride ourselves in a couple of areas.  
Our group includes educators, authors, and re-enactors, and they in turn speak and promote the subject of the  
American Civil War. Many of us attend war related seminars and special events. A few of our members  
have very close ties to the local historical societies, and other related special interest groups. When we meet  
monthly, we share our experiences in reference to these groups with each other, which make the discussions at  
our meetings informative and lively.     
 We hope in the near future to revive our graves registration survey headed by Past Camp Commander  
Brother Fischer. Camp #90 is trying to survey the local historical societies to see what Civil War records and 
memorabilia that may be in their collections. Knowing, listing and sharing this information may assist in  
doing research on a Civil War soldier and a GAR Post!             
 Camp #90 is involved in recognizing and honoring our local Eagle Scouts. PCC Wayne Blattner, our  
Eagle Scout contact, had the honor of attending an Eagle Court of Honor Ceremony for Gerard Hasson from  
Troop #87 in Trappe, PA. Gerard received the official SUVCW Eagle Scout Certificate from the Camp. 
 On May 31, 2010, our camp fulfilled its Memorial Day SUVCW obligation by participating at a  



graveside service for a Civil War Veteran. This year we met at the historic Montgomery Cemetery in  
Norristown, PA. Before about 50 people, Brothers Harold  
Gennaria, Mike Berkhimer, and Wayne Blattner, honored  
Private John Coulson who is buried in the GAR lot.  He was  
a member of Company ―C‖ of the Pennsylvania 29th Regiment.  
Wayne Blattner did a short historical presentation on Private  
Coulson’s life. This Memorial Day program was in part sponsored  
by the General W.S. Hancock Society. 
                                                                     
 
Attending the grave side ceremony, Memorial Day 2010,  Camp 
#90 at the location at John Coulson’s grave, GAR plot, 
Montgomery Cemetery, Norristown PA, were from left to right, 
Harold Gennaria, Mike Berkheimer and Wayne Blattner 

 
 
 
 

At the Department of Pennsylvania’s 130th Annual Encampment in New Cumberland, PA, our  
Camp proudly ran an advertisement in the Encampment & Memorial Book listing our officers. Also included  
in the book was a list of our current Camp Members showing their respective Civil War ancestor’s name and 
 regiment. Brothers Wayne Blattner, and John Ertell, attended this Encampment.  
 Our chapter finances are in proper order through the direction of John Gennaria. Our Camp Secretary,  
Wayne Blattner tries to complete all forms required by the state department, and keeps us up to date on  
Department Orders. Brothers Harold & Harvey Gennaria, two of our camp founders, are the mainstay of our  
Camp offering us input and guidance.   Camp #90 is always opened to new members.  
 
For information on Camp #90, contact Camp  
Secretary Wayne Blattner, phone #610-948-6285 or  
email WBLATTNER1@Comcast.net  
 
Submitted By:  Wayne N. Blattner, PCC 
 

Camp #149 – Media/West Chester 
 

 August was a busy month for three Boy Scouts of Troop 339 of Ridley Park, PA, as well as John 
O'Neal, Camp Commander of Sgt. Jones Bradbury Camp #149, West Chester-Media, PA. At the suggestion of 
George Powell, PCinC, Troop 339 invited Commander O'Neal to present SUVCW Eagle Certificates to the 
three Eagle Candidates at their Eagle Courts-of-Honor. 
  The father of the twin Eagle Candidates, Bill Walsh, introduced Commander O'Neal with the following 
which he had gleaned from SUVCW Internet postings. The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War is a 
patriotic and educational organization dedicated to honoring the soldiers who fought to preserve the Union.  
They proudly honor all those who have patriotically served our country in any war.  Also, they reward and 
commend young men who achieve the status of Eagle Scout, in memory of the Grand Army of the Republic and 
the 400,000 Union Veterans of the Civil War of 1861-65.  Please welcome Camp Commander John O’Neal.  
  Dennis and Patrick Walsh were presented with their Eagle Badges along with declarations from 
National, State and local dignitaries and with the SUVCW Eagle certificates.   
  

mailto:WBLATTNER1@Comcast.net


 
L to R  Dennis Walsh, Patrick Walsh 

  

Brief Eagle descriptions of their projects… 

 Patrick’s Eagle Scout project:  he planned and directed a three-day effort to paint the lobby, 75-foot long 
main hallway, a bathroom, and two Sunday school rooms of a community church and to replace the ceiling tiles 
in the largest room.  This needed work was overdue, as the rooms and old ceiling tiles were marked with water 
stains.  The congregation did not have the manpower to perform these tasks and they very much wanted the 
Sunday School rooms to be improved prior to the start of new school year. 

 Dennis’s Eagle Scout project:  he led a two-month undertaking to create a children’s library at the Head 
Start program in Marcus Hook, PA.  He guided a work team which repaired and repainted a room for this 
library.  Also, he conducted a book drive that collected more than 600 books, which were then reviewed, 
cleaned, sorted, and labeled.  The library is a permanent addition to the facility and a critical resource in 
fostering literacy in this economically disadvantaged population. 

Bill Walsh, Assistant Scoutmaster, Troop 339 

 
In a separate Eagle Court, Ryan McLaughlin was awarded similar accolades. 

 

 



Graves Registration Project 
  

I cannot put it any better into words than our past GRO, Ray Sulger from last year’s message. 
            "As Department Graves Registration Officer, I am asking for your help. Entering names into the 
database must be done one at a time. One person cannot do this for the entire state, it would take years! 
So I am asking all camps to appoint a Graves registration officer and anyone within the camp that has 
internet access to help him. Starting with camp records, enter those names in the database.  Any visit to a 
cemetery you can find head stones sunk, broken and worn away. Add to that many cemeteries’ are going 
out of business and have been abandoned, their records lost. Indeed, many such records have already 
been lost to fires, floods, and just plain neglect. So, we must act now to preserve as much of this 
information as possible.  Many of our counties have this information at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs.  Please join me in this effort to “preserve the memory of those who fought to preserve the Union” 

To this point in 2010, I have received three requests for assistance in finding a Civil War ancestor's 
grave.  I have referred these requests to local camp GROs with positive results. I have been in contact with 
several other camp's GROs on other occasions and I'm happy to report we are in capable hands for future 
registrations.  The website for registering graves is found at http://suvcw.org/graves/graves.htm.  If anyone 
needs assistance, please feel free to contact me.   It’s one of the few ways we can all contribute to remembering 
those who fought to keep the Union together. 
 
In F.C. & L     Ray Longacre, Dept. of PA G.R.O., RHLGlobe@aol.com (717) 738-2807 
 

http://suvcw.org/graves/graves.htm
mailto:RHLGlobe@aol.com


PRE REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Department of Pennsylvania 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
Annual Encampment 
 
Camp No:________Date:_____________ 
 
Brother:___________________________ 
 
Address:___________________________ 
 
City:____________State:_____Zip:_______ 
 
I am a member in good standing in this camp and 
my rank in the Order is:  
 
_____CinC        _____PCinC        _____DC 
                                                                   
_____PDC         _____CC             _____PCC 

 
     Attending as  ____delegate  ____alternate 
     Pre Registration fee is $7.00 by 6/18/11 
     $10.00 at Encampment 
     Make check payable to: PA Dept., SUVCW 
    And send to:    Secretary/Treasurer: 

Charles E. Kuhn Jr., PCinC 
464 Lake Meade Dr. 

East Berlin, PA 17316 
717-259-6156 

charlie_kuhn@comcast.net 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Credential Cards 
If your intention is to make either the 

Department Encampment in June 2011 or the 
National Encampment in August 2011, please 
make sure you obtain a signed card before making 
either event.  

The Credential Card for the Department 
Encampment can be obtained from your Camp 
Secretary and must be filled out fully so that you 
have the right to participate during the business  
meetings and vote. 

The Credential Card for the National 
Encampment must be filled out fully and signed by 
the Department Secretary before you are able to 
participate. So please contact your Camp Secretary  
or Camp Commander and he can obtain these for 
you from the Department. 

The form for the Credential Card is located 
on the National web site under forms. This is a 
printable form right off of the site.  
The site is www.sucvw.org  

Please make every effort to have these 
filled out correctly as it makes it easier for those 
who do the registration to help you………. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Camp 15 has the following 
nationwide SUVCW items for sale, 

only by Camp 15. 
 

SOLID BRASS BUCKLES 
Fits up to 1 - 3/4 inch Belt 

 
Lifetime Guarantee 

Send $26 + $4 S&H $30 Total 
Shipped Priority Mail 

Make check or money order payable to: 
Gen. John F. Hartranft Camp 15 

Send order and payment to 
Larry C. Sheibley 

523 South Fourth Street 
Newport, PA 17074-1316 

 
Auto License Plate in Aluminum 

 

OF THE CIVIL WAR 

1861 1865 

SONS OF UNION VETERANS 

 
 

Aluminum  -  Full Color SUVCW Plate. 
Blue Lettering on White Background with Red 

Border 
$15 (includes S&H) payable to: 
Gen. John F. Hartranft Camp 15 
Send check or money order to: 

Greg Kline 
205 N. 40th St. – Apt.203 

Harrisburg, PA  17111-2271 
 

Above 2 items, make great gifts for Mother’s Day, 
Graduation Day, Father’s Day, birthdays, other 
activities, and just about any gift giving day. 
Order now!  Or pick them up at a meeting and save 
S & H.   Your patronage is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 DENIM SHIRT SIZES AVAILABLE TO 2X ONLY 

ONLYONLY… 



 



 



 



 

Civil War message opened, decoded: No help coming 
By STEVE SZKOTAK, Associated Press Steve Szkotak, Associated Press – Sat Dec 25, 11:13 am ET 
 
RICHMOND, Va. – A glass vial stopped with a cork during the Civil War has been opened, revealing a coded 
message to the desperate Confederate commander in Vicksburg on the day the Mississippi city fell to Union 
forces 147 years ago. 
 The dispatch offered no hope to doomed Lt. Gen. John C. Pemberton: Reinforcements are not on the 
way. 
 The encrypted, 6-line message was dated July 4, 1863, the date of Pemberton's surrender to Union forces 
led by Ulysses S. Grant, ending the Siege of Vicksburg in what historians say was a turning point midway into 
the Civil War. 
 The message is from a Confederate commander on the west side of the Mississippi River across from 
Pemberton. 
 "He's saying, 'I can't help you. I have no troops, I have no supplies, I have no way to get over there,' " 
Museum of the Confederacy collections manager Catherine M. Wright said of the author of the dispiriting 
message. "It was just another punctuation mark to just how desperate and dire everything was." 
 The bottle, less than 2 inches in length, had sat undisturbed at the museum since 1896. It was a gift from 
Capt. William A. Smith, of King George County, who served during the Vicksburg siege. 
 It was Wright who decided to investigate the contents of the strange little bottle containing a tightly 
wrapped note, a .38-caliber bullet and a white thread.  "Just sort of a curiosity thing," said Wright. "This notion 
of, do we have any idea what his message says?" 
The answer was no. 
 
 Wright asked a local art conservator, Scott Nolley, to examine the clear vial before she attempted to 
open it. He looked at the bottle under an electron microscope and discovered that salt had bonded the cork 
tightly to the bottle's mouth. He put the bottle on a hotplate to expand the glass, used a scalpel to loosen the 
cork, then gently plucked it out with tweezers.  The sewing thread was looped around the 6 1/2-by-2 1/2-inch 
paper, which was folded to fit into the bottle. The rolled message was removed and taken to a paper 
conservator, who successfully unfurled the message. 
 But the coded message, which appears to be a random collection of letters, did not reveal itself 
immediately. 
Eager to learn the meaning of the code, Wright took the message home for the weekend to decipher. She had no 
success. 
 A retired CIA code breaker, David Gaddy, was contacted, and he cracked the code in several weeks.  A 
Navy cryptologist independently confirmed Gaddy's interpretation. Cmdr. John B. Hunter, an information 
warfare officer, said he deciphered the code over two weeks while on deployment aboard an aircraft carrier in 
the Pacific. A computer could have unscrambled the words in a fraction of the time.  "To me, it was not that 
difficult," he said. "I had fun with this and it took me longer than I should have."  The code is called the 
"Vigenere cipher," a centuries-old encryption in which letters of the alphabet are shifted a set number of places 
so an "a" would become a "d" — essentially, creating words with different letter combinations.  The code was 
widely used by Southern forces during the Civil War, according to Civil War Times Illustrated.  
 The source of the message was likely Maj. Gen. John G. Walker, of the Texas Division, who had under 
his command William Smith, the donor of the bottle.  
 The full text of the message to Pemberton reads:   "Gen'l Pemberton:   You can expect no help from this 
side of the river. Let Gen'l Johnston know, if possible, when you can attack the same point on the enemy's lines. 
Inform me also and I will endeavor to make a diversion. I have sent some caps (explosive devices). I subjoin a 
despatch from General Johnston."   The last line, Wright said, seems to suggest a separate delivery to 
Pemberton would be the code to break the message.   "The date of this message clearly indicates that this person 
has no idea that the city is about to be surrendered," she said.  
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 The Johnston mention in the dispatch is Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, whose 32,000 troops were encamped 
south of Vicksburg and prevented from assisting Pemberton by Grant's 35,000 Union troops. Pemberton had held 
out hope that Johnston would eventually come to his aid.  
The message was dispatched during an especially terrible time in Vicksburg. Grant was unsuccessful in 
defeating Pemberton's troops on two occasions, so the Union Commander instead decided to encircle the city and 
block the flow of supplies or support.  
 Many in the city resorted to eating cats, dogs and leather. Soup was made from wallpaper paste.  
 After a six-week siege, Pemberton relented. Vicksburg, so scarred by the experience, refused to 
celebrate July 4 for the next 80 years.  
 So what about the bullet in the bottom of the bottle?   Wright suspects the messenger was instructed to 
toss the bottle into the river if Union troops intercepted his passage. The weight of the bullet would have carried 
the corked bottle to the bottom, she said.  
 For Pemberton, the bottle is symbolic of his lost cause: the bad news never made it to him.  The 
Confederate messenger probably arrived to the river's edge and saw a U.S. flag flying over the city.   "He 
figured out what was going on and said, 'Well, this is pointless,' and turned back," Wright said.  
 
 
 

First soldier interred in Arlington National Cemetery  at Arlington, VA 

William Henry Christman was the first soldier interred in Arlington National Cemetery.  He was born in 1843 
in Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, the second son of Mary Ann and Jonas Christman.  Christman, a 20-year old 
farm laborer left his family at Tobyhanna Township, Monroe County, and enlisted into the 67th Pennsylvania 
Infantry on March 25, 1864.  On two occasions, Christman sent home his army pay to his parents, who used it 
to buy 22 acres of untimbered land.  In a letter to his parents dated April 3, 1864, William asked whether his 
brother Timothy and sisters ---Anna Maria, Emeline Mary and Sophia ---were recovering from illness.  He 
ended his letter by apologizing: ―So please excuse my poor riting (writing) for I have to rite (write) on my plait 
(plate) so I cant (can’t) rite (write) as good as I ate‖.  On May 1, 1864, William was diagnosed with the measles 
and died on May 11, 1864.  His May 13th burial site is behind the wall (now demolished) to the left of Ord and 
Weitzel  Gate. 
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