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when the flag is not displayed, all present should face toward the music and act in the same manner 
they would if the flag were displayed.” 
As Brothers of the SUVCW, I remind us all that at the time of our initiation we pledged and agreed as 
part of our Rituals that “whenever the United States Flag is passing or being passed in a formal 
matter, as on parade, members of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, not in military 
uniform, will salute the Flag.”  We also are obligated by our membership that  ”On all occasions 
when the National Anthem, the ―Star Spangled Banner,ǁ is played or sung, members of the Sons 
of Union Veterans of the Civil War should stand at attention, with hat or cap removed.”  We as 
members of this honored Order must always remain vigilant of our behavior and set the standard for the 
public to follow.  Do we actually mean what is written in our Rituals or are they just words we hear 
when we join?   Although it is quite easy to “go with the flow” and not wish to stand out in a crowd by 
saluting the National Colors in a public event, we must do so.  Many times, all it takes is one person to 
salute and soon those surrounding you will follow your lead.  I urge all of our Brothers to be that one 
person, to be the leader and remind others of what the American Flag means to us all. 

 

 

By order of 

Richard R. Essenwein 

Commander 

Pennsylvania Department 

 

 


